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EJLLESMERE, 



CHAP I. 

Meredith's feelings during element's 
very abridged recital may be better ima- 
gined than defcribed. There was every reafon 
to fuppofe, he now agreed, that Monvel 
had been, as he once himfelf obferved, a very 
involuntary agent of the vile Baronefs ; for 
fuch neither of the gentlemen now fcrupled 
to pronounce her. Still, fince Clement might 
be accufed of having aflifted his female 
companions in their flight, Meredith thought 
it moft advifeable they lliould haften back 
to Geneva j and leave the ConfefTor and Lady. 
Abbefs for a Ihort time to the torments of 
YOL. IV. B a guilty 
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a guilty confcience. The Marquis would 
know better how to bring them to juftice, 
and would beft advife how to punilh the 
principal in this villanous plot. It was there- 
fore fettled that Clement fliould walk flowly 
forward, while Meredith and tlie guide re- 
turned to the inn in fear ch of Monvel and 
the carriage. In purfuance of this plan they 
turned the corner of the* wall, which had 
hitherto concealed them from obfervation, 
when, to their infinite furprife, they del- 
cried, within a few paces of them, the well- 
known figure of Father Benedift, advancing 
feemingly in great hafte. He flopped fud- 
denly upon recognizing a brother of his 
own Order in converfation with Meredith, 
whom he inflantly recoUedted. They would 
have paffcd him in filence, if he had not 
flung back his cowl, and expofed his agi- 
tated fl:ern countenance, while he cried — . 



" Brother, a word with you !" 



There 
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There was no time for deliberation ; 
Clement therefore inftantly feizing his right 
hand, to prevent him from feehng for his 
poniard, faid — 

" Well met. Father ! I have, thanks to 
Providence, efcaped aUve out of the Convent 
of St. Mary, and you fhall now produce the 
lady who enticed me thither^ and anfwer, 
before the Governor, for your fhare in her 
iniquitoiis fcheme. Come along — no hefi- 
tation I" 

The Friar was. vifibly ftartled ; but, foon 
recovering from his momentary trepidation, 
retorted — 

" I know not what you mean, young 
fellow ; but you (hall not leave me, till you 
have difcovered where you have conveyed 
the two deluded Nuns you aflrfted to efcape 
from the Convent. I allowed you to ac- 
complifh your defign, only to have you 
more completely in my power. Let us 

B % proceed 
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proceed tp the Governor's ; you fhall foon be ' 
made fenfible of the enormity of the crime 
you have committed." 
■* " And fo you hope to efcape my ven- 
geance," replied Clement, ^' by accufing 
me of an^elopement with a Nun ? It won't 
do. Father; the Governor (hall decide between 
us ; I can foon convince him who I am, and 
depend upon it my real accufation will be 
attended to before your artful tale. You 
enticed trfe into the Convent of St. Mary to 
murder -me, I have every reafon to fuppofe ; 
I fortunately made my efcape, and was 
confulting how to proceed in the mod fum- 
mary manp.cjr againft you and your accom- 
plices, when you fo opportunely overtook 
me.' I never faw a Nun during my flay 
within youir walls, nor do I care if the whole 
body have efcaped." 

" There is no forefeeing what may be 
th^ confcquence of your meditated appeal," 
laid rJeredith, in Englifli'. "The Friar is 
fuppv)rted in his iniquity by an imp of the 
Devi!, that artful Baroncfs. He will fv>ear* 

the 
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the ladies you refcued are I^uns, therefore I 
cannot approve of your going to the Gover- 
nor's ; let us,neverthelefs, entice him forward 
under that pretence, and leave the red to 



me." 



Clement, perfeftly aware of the ftrength > 
of his argument, fignified his acquiefcence. 
The Filar was in .evident ac^itation, and 
feemed doubtful ho,v to act, during Mere- 
dith's fpeech, who now prefied him to pro- 
ceed, faying — 

" There ftands a perfon who was to have ' 
been our guide to the Governor's — I prefume 
we may now difmifs him ; you undoubt- - 
edly know the way, Father ?" / 

" I do, young man, and am ready to 
attend you both." 

Meredith inilantly wrote a few words in 
Latin, which he knew Monvel underftood, 
upon a blank leaf in bis pocket-book j and, 
beckoning v^i the guide, faid, in French— 

B q *' You 



6 fiLLESMERE. 

" You may return, my lad.'* 

" Where was you going with thefe gen- 
tlemen ?*' aflced the Friar. 

** To the Governor's, Father." 

*^ We no longer require your attendance,*', 
repeated Meredith, (hewing him a fix Louis 
piece, and the fcrap of paper, behind the 
Friar's back ; adding, as he hafdiy took 
them, " To the gentleman I left at the inn.'' 

Away ran the boy before the Friar could 
Hop him, though he called after him feveral 
times ; but as he w-as determined to perfift 
in affirming that Clement had eloped with 
two Nuns, he made no difficulty in proceed- 
- ing between the friends. They walked very 
flow, and he renewed his charge, declaring 
he could not conceive how Clement had got 
into the Convent. 

" That is the moft wonderful part of the 
ftory," faid Meredith, "but we will argue all 
thefe points more at length before the Gover- 

nor« 
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nor. You had better prepare your defence 
during our walk, Fathfer." 

•* Well, but how fhall we get rid of him, 
without taking him before that gentleman ?'* 
aiked Clement, in Englifh. 

" I repeat there is no knowing what might 
be the confequence of fuch a ilep," replied 
Meredith ^ " we muft therefore force him 
into the carriage when it comes up, and take 
him to Geneva witli us. Monvel is evi- 
dently not in the plot ; we are therefore fure 
of an able afliftant, and there is no being 
aware of the power of fuch a wretch ^as this 
infamous agent of the ftill more infamous 
Baronefs. They have gone too far to re- 
cede, and your death, or perpetual impri- 
fonment, is evidently fheir aim; we are 
unknown, unattended, and unfupported, 
and before our friends could interfere in ou 
behalf, we might find ourfelves in a very 
difagreeable predicament." 

The Friar vowed he would not proceed 
if they continued to talk in a language he 
did not underftand. 

B 4 We 
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« We are to blame. Father/' faid Cle- 
ment ; " you were more intelligible laft night 
when you fliewed me the hilt of yojr poni- 
ard. I told you then you would repent of 
your menaces, and depend upon it you will 
find my words true before you ar$ much 
older. ' But now dare you look me in the 
face, and perfift in affirming I eloped with 
two Nuns ?" 

" tlow do you know they \yzrz not pro- 
feffedj young man ?" 

" How indeed fhould I know any thing 
about any of the female inhabitants of the 
Convent ? I faw no woman during my irk-» 
forae ftay there." 

" And you would try to perfuademe you 
left the Monaftery alone?" 

" I told you lafl night. Fatter, I was not 
fond of arguing with ftrangers. It is your 
plabe to prove I had companions of my flight ; 
only take care you jjre perfedt in your ftory, 
for we are not far from the place of our del- 



tination." 



/ 



They 
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They were, indeed, fo near the houfe 
where they had been told they fliould find 
the Governor, that both him and Meredith 
began to grow uneafy, when Monvel, fol- 
lowed by the carriage, came riding full fpeed 
towards them, in confequence of Meredith's 
precaution. He had been detained a (hort 
time at the gates. The confl: was perfeftly 
clear; every thing' therefore favoured their 
plan. The moment he could hail Monvel, 
Clement threw off his difguife, and dif- 
covered himlelf, to the infinite joy aud 
aftoniflmient of that gentleman, to whom 
ha merely faid, in a whilper — 

" I can enter into no explanation at pre- 
fent, my good friend — our aftions will let 
you into our delign ; we depend upon your 
afliftance." 

" You fafely may, , my hotdy" was his 
reply. 

The carriage had Hopped during their 
parley. 

B 5 *' Now 
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" Now do me the fav6ur to ftej^to that 
cabriolet. Holy Father," faid Clement, in 
a tone thqt favoured more of the imperative 
than the perfuafive. 

" We are juft arrived," replied the Friar, 
* therefore there is no need." 

" Don't force me to repeat my r^queft. 
Father Benedift j we are not now within the 
walls of the Monaftery of St. Mary." 

" What is it you mean ?" replied the 
Monk, haftily feeling in his bofom. 

Aware of his intention, Clement caught 
his arm; and, affifted by Monvel, tied his 
hands behind him vyith the cord that girded 
his robe, while Meredith helda piftol .at his 
head, fwearing he was a dead man if he 
offered to make the lead refiftance, or to ar- 
ticulate another word till he was feated in the 
carriage. The voiturin was perfectly devoted 
to Monvel, and being a Proteftant, had no 
veneration for any of the holy tribe ; into 
the cabriolet therefore he affifted to lift 
the Monk. Clement and Meredith, each 

armed 



I. 
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armed vAth a piftol, feated themfelves on 
either fide of him, telling Monvel they 
meant to carry the Friar to Geneva, as a 
flight punifliment for the crimes he had been 
guilty of, particularly for having aided and 
abetted the Baronefs de Grand-Pre in a plot 
againft his (Clement's) life. The fteward 
perfecflly underftood them, and was well 
aware of the danger of the enterprize, though 
he was ftill in the dark as to the neceflity 
there was for their making the Friar their 
travelling companion ; but he was fo rejoiced 
to find Lord Ellefmere once more at liberty^ 
he afked no queftions, only told the voiturin 
to make the beft of 'his way, promifing him 
a very large bribe in addition to their agree- 
ment. The man obeyed his injunftions by • 
putting his three horfes into a full gallop, 
and thus they drove through Aix, where 
Monvel, bidding the fellow keep on, pur- 
chafed a bottle of very tolerable wine, and 
fome rolls, which he put iiito the carriage 
the moment he overtook it. Clement 
thanked him for this feafonable fupply, ac- 

B 6 know- 
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knowledging he began to grow very faint, 
^ and requeuing he would take care of him- 
felf. 

** I am afraid your Lordfhip will be a far 
greater fufFerer through our journey/* was 
his reply, again taking the lead of the car- 
riage. 

" You frequently, doubtlefs, faft through 
choice. Father," faid Meredith, as Clement 
pafled him fhe bottle; " this time you will 
do (o through neceflity." 

" The Father is hardly fober yet," ob- 
ferved Clement ; " indeed 1 muft acknovv- 
ledge he treated me with fome very good 
bread and wine yefterday. You little thou3ht 
then, reverend gentleman, you would fo 
foon be in my power. Now if you know 
your ov;n intereft, as jou told melaft night, 
you " iU be fiiice/e, and acknowledge all that 
piffcd between you and Madame de Grand* 
Pre — that Ic.dy I [o crueliy deceived." 

The 
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The Friar made no reply, but fat medi- 
tating in filence how he Qiould be l)eft able 
to punifli thefe daring offenders, and at laft 
refolved, at every rifk, to exert his voice as 
they drove through Annecy. They dared 
not have recourfe to their piCtols in a town, 
and he fhould certainly get therti taken be- 
fore a Magiftrate ; the confequence of fuch 
an event was obvious — they would be fent 
to prifon, and he fliould be permitted to 
return to Chamberry ; when, to his infinite 
difappointment, he found the perfon jwho 
took upon him to order their poftillion, led 
him out of the great road, juft as they came , 
within fight of the town, taking a long^ 
circuit evidently to avoid it. He had only 
one more chance of beingrefcued,he thought, 
which muft be while they were, baiting the 
horfes ; but even this hope foon failed him, 
for the coachman alighted the moment they 
got into the great road again, and walked 
for fome time by the fide of his horfes, 
feeding them with bread, according to.tlie 
cuftom ofthe country, which MonVel had 

4 purchaied . ..', 
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purchafed for that purpofewhen he procured 
the rolls and wine. They were next watered 
at a brook by the road-fide, and were then 
urged forward with their former fpeed. — 
Finding it in vain to hope he could put his 
firft intention into pradtice, he requefted to 
know wh^t the gentlemen meant to do with 

him. 

1 ' 

" Only to carry you to Geneva, Father,** 
replied Clement, " by way of punifhing you, 
as I faid before, for becoming the tool of one 
of the worft of women, and for the very 
worft purpofes. I know (he has it in her 
power to bribe high, and perhaps did tell 
you a very plaufible ftory ; but flie cannot, 
I Ihould fupppfe, be ignorant of my rank in 
life, though (he may have milled you in 
thatrefped." 

" Why, is not your name Clement Da- 
venport ? and did not you, pretending to be 
a Briti(h Peer, obtain the hand of one of 
the firft women in Switzerland ?" 



cc 



Now 
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'^ Now you begin to grow reafonable, . 

Father," laid the Earl, fmiling at his having 

thus forgot himfelf. — " This is arguing niuch 

more to the purpofe than when you talked of 

Nuns I never faw. Now I can talk with you. 

I am no pretender to a title, take my word 

for it i for I really am a Britifh Peer, and fb 

you will yet find to your coft, except you 

throw yourfelf upon my mercy. There, read 

that direftion;" prefenting him a letter ad- 

dreffed to the Earl ofEllefmere; " that was 

wrote by my father, the Marquis of Ormond. 

If you can read Englifli, you are at liberty to 

perufe the contents/* 

" I am not to be duped fo eafily as the 
Baronefs de Grand -Pre, young man," re- 
plied the Friar ; " nor can I read Englifh. — 
Men of fuch rank never travel thus unat- 
tended, nor in fuch carriages.'' 

" Not often, I will agree, Father; but I have 
fervants enough waiting for meat Geneva to 
tofs you in a blanket — a difcipline I think 
you richly deferve. Believe me, I fhould 
not have .brought you away with me, had I 

any 
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any thing to dread from fuch an exertion of 
my power y only I forefaw you would occa- 
fion me fome trouble, unattended and un* 
known as I was at Chamberry j — but depend 
upon itj your punilhment is only delayed ; 
for as Heaven is my judge, I will Ihew nei- 
thet you nor the Baronefs any mercy, ex- 
cept you difclofe every thing you know con- 
cerning that difgrace to her fex," 

The air of confidence with which Clement 
fpoke, greatly ftaggered the Friar, who, with 
far more politenefs than he had hitherto ad- 
drefled him, faid, ^^ What other proofs have 
you got to (hew that you really are an Eng- 
lilh Nobleman ? I'know people of real rank 
of that nation are honoured at every Court ; 
there is a poflibility I may have been de- 
ceived/' 

'^ That is, you acknowledge you have 
been the Baronefs's agent, Father, and now 
begin to doubt whether Ihe or I have told 
you truth ?*' 



fC 
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" Can you fwear you are that lady's huf- 
band, Sir ?" aiked the Friar, thus evading the 
queftion. 

" I can I and you may tell your employer 
a very Ihort. time fhall alfo prove it beyond a 
doubt, and that fhe would not have efcaped 
with impunity any more than yourfelf, if flie 
had fuccecded in either her firil or fecond at- 
tempt to murder me ; for flie may reft af- 
furcd, both flic, and all her accomplices, fliall 
yet be brought to juftice/* 

" She alledges you deceived her in many 
particulars. Sir," faid the Friar " What have 
you to fay in your own defence, if you are 
a man of the rank yoii give me to underitand ? 
She has certainly not told nie truth." 

^^ Like niany foolifh youths. Father, I 
married for love, and fufFered her to remain 
in ignorance of my rank and fortune, in hopes 
of owing her hand to a fimilar fentiment; — 
but as it is barely polTible flae may ftill lup- 
pofe me Clement Davenport, I will fliew you 
my letcer of credit, which I happen to have 
about me, that you may be able- to inform 

her 
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her how and why I deceived her," taking out 
his pocket-book, and putting what he men- 
tioned into the Monk's hand, which abfolutely 
trembled when he returned it, acknowledging 
he no lons:er doubted the truth of what he 
had advanced. 

'' I find I have been deceived," faid he. 
'^ I litde thought you could have adduced fuch 
proof of what I was told you would alledge 
by way of frightening me ; your Lordfhip 
may now depend upon every atonement in- 
my power." 

" Now you do ftem to underftand your 
' own intereft. Father," replied Clements—- 
'^ for depend upon it you will gain more by 
endeavouring to make me your friend, than 
by perfifting in a wilful error. Is the Ba- 
ronefsde Gpand-Pre now at Chamberry ?" 

*' Not at prefent, I am pretty fure, my 
Lord i but I wonder, fince you acknowledged 
laft night you wiftied to be legally feparated 
from this lady, that you fnould have been fo 
averfe to renouncing your claims upon hel- 
pcrfon and fortune." 

« Had 
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^' Had fhc come forward, as I cxpefted. 
Father, I fliould have itiade no difficulty in 
, complying with many of her demands; but 
figning thofe papers you prefented to me laft 
night would not unfortunately have unmarried 
me — that muft be done publicly, and, as I 
faid before, legally. The Baronefs wifhes to 
make quicker work of it, by fending me out 
of the world.'* 

" God forbid !'* cried the Father, crofTing 
himfelf. — " People fometimes threaten to do 
ftrange things to attain their ends, and yet 
would Ih udder to commit a real crime s and 
I am fure the Baronefs only meant to frighten 
3^ou into compliance this laft time. But how, 
fince you are both fo rich, and both of fuch 
great rank, are you thus at variance ?" 

" That is a queftion the Baronefs is much 
more competent to anfwer. Feather. This 
you may affure her, that admitting lam in- 
clined to Ihew her deluded accomplices any 
lenity, Ihe need not cxpeft to meet with any 
favour/' ^ 



cc 
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" I never expeft to fee her again, my 
Lord. She incerefted me in her favour by 
a very v/ell- told ficlion ; and indeed, by her 
account, I thought you had taken very un- 
warrantable advantages of her weakness : but 
I begin to fufpeft your Lordfhip has a rival ; 
at leaft a gentleman, if I may judge from ap- 
pearance, was the planner, in concert with 
the Baronefs, of the fcheme to delude you 
into the Convent, and of every thing that pair- 
ed after your arrival there. He is very pro- 
bably ftill at Chamberry s if you are inclined . 
to return thither, I think I could deliver him 
into your hands.'* 

" Don't think of acceding to fuch a pro- 
pofition,*' cried Meredith in Englifh. *^Have 
nothing further to fay to this wicked woman 
or her agents, except through the medium of 
lawyers.'' 

" Depend upon it I never will," replied 

Clement : " this may be only an artific^e of 

this old fellow's to get me again in his 

-power. And pray what fort of a perfon is 

thisofRcious gentleman?" he proceeded, once 

more 
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more. addrefiing the Friar; " and what is his 
name ?" ^ , 

^^ Your lafl: -queftion, my Lord, he took 
care not to put it into my power to refolve. 
As for his perfon, there was nothing very re- 
markable about it : the Baronefs did not 
chufe him, as I can fuppole Ihe did your 
Lordihip, for his beauty; but he certainly 
knows you, and was afraid you would know 
him." 

"Why, pray where did I fee him then ?*' 
^^ He was one of the Friars who was with 
me when your Lordfhip was fliewn in ; he 
came purpofely to identify your perfon, as it, 
was fully expected you would come in the 
room of Mr. Monvel ; — and now 1 hope, my 
Lord, you won't objeft to fetting me at 
liberty, if you are not inclined to return to 
Chamberry." 

" The moment we are out of Savoy, I will 
comply with your requeft. Father; but not 
before." 

" Then I mud have patience, my Lord ; 
but as for the villain who led me into fo o:rofs 

an 



22 ELLESMERE, 

an error, I will make him know what it is to 
deceive a member of the Church. Mean- 
while, I wifli your Lordfhip would tell me 
what is become of the ladies who were in the 
room you got into when you cut through the 
partition." 

" Why then ten to one I frightened them 
away," faid Clement. " Nuns, you know^ 
are particularly afraid of our fex, and I cer- 
tainly faw no one. How could' it enter your 
head that I fliould embarrafs mylelf with fuch 
ladies, and total ftrangers too ? But this was 
only a manoeuvre of the Baronefs's lover, I 
prefume j he invented this fecond fiftion to 
get me once more into confinement." 

'* No ; upon my honour, my Lord, there 
were two ladies in the room I mentioned, and 
who alfo certainly contrived to make their 
efcape either before or after you." 
- " I commend them for their fpirit ; but 
v/ho vitrc they, after all ? Nuns, as you firfl: 
gave me to underftand ?" 

*^ Out of regard to their families, your 
Lordlhip muft excufe my mentioning their ^ 



names." 



The 
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The faft was, the Friar, who began fe- 
rioufly to think Clettient knew nothing of the 
females'inqueftion, was by no meansinclined 
to gratify the curiofity he expreffed, as there 
was a poffibility they were ftill concealed in or 
about the Convent^ and in a very few minutes 
X Monvel flopped the carriage, faying, " We 
are entering the Genevefe territory, ipy 
Lord i therefore I think you had better difmifs 
your travelling companion.'* 

"By all means," replied Clement, jump- 
ing out himfelf toaffift the Friar, whofe hands 
were now unbound. — " You are now at 
liberty; Father," he proceeded. " Your robe, 
which enabled me to quit the, Convent unmo- 
lefted, you faw me throw into a hedge near 
Chamberry, and there you may find it ; and 
pray remember, whenever you mendon this 
journey, to tell why you were obliged to un- 
dertake it." 

" Your Lordfhip may reft aflured^ am 
very thankful for the lenity I have met with, 
and that I fliould never have entered into the 
Baronefs's fchemes, if I had not been pur- 

pofely 
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polely and grofsly deceived : my only con- 
folation is, that I meant to do my duty. I 
hardly know how I (hall be able to get back 
to Chamber ry, for I have no money about 



me. 



Clement, whofe charity was as unbounded 
as his means, requcfted Meredith to give the 
Friar a couple of Louis ; for, unprincipled as 
he believed him to be, he had certainly this 
time been the dupe of the Baronefs's well- 
told (lory. Meredith did as he defired, ad- 
vifing the Monk to make up for his late 
forced faft. 

Monvel declared they were to blame ; — 
fuch people were always fure to procure what- 
ever they wanted, grans. The Friar, how- 
ever, departed highly pleafed, fecretly hoping 
he fhould hear no more from this young Peer, 
who might perhaps reft fatisned with the joke 
of having brought him fo far out of his way. 
At all events, he refolved to lay no complaints 
asfainft him, as he was now convinced that 

would 
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would no loinger anfwcr the defiretf end: — 
and left rtiy- Lord fhould iriajke any to the 
Court of Turin, he determined to get re- 
moved to fome other Convent, but not till he 
had, if pofriblcy been revenged of the Ba- 
ronefs and her lover; for fuch he continued 
to fuppofe the perfon, who had, as he told 
Cleme,nt, been the planner of the whole 
fcheme. 



n 



CHAP. II. 

-M^ONVEL now aflced the friends whether 
they chofe to drive into Geneva in the car- -. 
riage. If he could, depend upon the voi^ 
turirCs dilcretion concerning tiie Friar, they 
faw no objcdtion, they obferved. He would 
Be anfwerable for the man, he aflured tfifem i 
who was accordingly ordered to proceed. 
VOL* IV. c Duringf 



J5..6 BLLESMERE. 

/ 

During their fhort drive, Meredith afked 
Clement what he meant to do with his refcued 
damfels. 

'* Merely to provide them with a convey- 
ance, and the means to .reach fome of their 
friends," was the reply. > They are certainly 
not Nuns, and I confider myfelf asgready in« 
debted to them ; for, notwithftanding Father 
Benedict endeavoured to quaHfy the part he 
afted, I am fure my life was in danger, ad- 
mitting even I had complied with the Ea- 
ronefs's propofals/' 

'^ Do you think you Ihall know them 
again ?'* afked Meredith. 

" Not I, upon my hbnour ; — I might re- 
collect Clara's voice ; but it was much too 
dark when w.e parted, for me to make any 
remarks upon their features ; but they will 
certainly be at the inn we are ^ going to. I 
have wilhedi feveral times fince we parted, 
I had fent them to any other. My watch 
would have induced any landlord to have ad- 
vanced twelve jivres' for uhem, and, by that 

' "" S' m€ans> 
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means, our fcrvants need not have kn€[wn they 
were acquainjtangs of mine.*' 

" Never mind,!' replied Meredith ; " they 
muft know we have been lipQaj^ fecret ex- 
pedition i and the arrival of thefe nymphs 
will^ in their opinion, elucidate the myftery;^ 
But an't yOu very much fatigued ? That viH 
lanous Friar kept my mind in fuqh a conftaM 
ftate of agitation I ne^r before experienced^ 
You have been fitting all this time in your 
wet^ftioes and ftockings." 

" Nor ; did it ever ; occur to myfelG 
'from the moment I got into the .car- 
riage ; fo I dare fay I Ihall feel no ill 
efFefts froni what, at all events, could not 
have been avoided. I am certainly rather 
tired; but a good dinner, and changing ^iny 
clothes, will cure all my complaints as ef- 
feftually as this journey has cured me of my 
abfurd attachment to Madame de Grand- 
P«e.'V 

» 
.:They now entered the gates, of Geneva, 
and foon flopped at the inn, looking up 
at all the windows in f ont, as they drove 

c 2 under 
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under the gateway ; but few h6 ladies they 
could fancy were Clement^s former com- 
panions. The moment the cieirriagc flop- 
ped, they we|je furrounded by their own fer- 
vants and the people of the^ houfe, who all 
feemed very happy to fee them, their return 
having been cbnfidered as uncertain. They 
klL looked furprifed at Clement*s diibrdered 
drcis and dirty appearance, but no one of 
courfe ventured to make any remarks ; ndr 
did Watfon's looks, while his mafter ordei^ 
him to prepare a change of clothes for him, 
feem to imply any knowledge of the foniales 
whofe appearance Clement thought muft, in 

manyrefpefts, have tallied with his own. 

• 

They were immediately Ihewri into acoln- 
fortiible apartment, ,where they found.a good 
fire, and there, in as few words as poffible, 
Monvel was made acquainted with every. 
thing that had occurred to Lord Ellefinere 
after he left him, till the moment he over- 
took him and Meredith in company with the 
Friar. 

"The 



^^ The moft unheard-of piece of viUany; 
that ever was praftifedr* thie fteward ex- 
claimed J *^ and every foul concerned in it 
ought to be as feverely punifhed as the Sar- 
dinian laws would admit of i though he agreed 
they had afted right in bringing the Friar away 
with them. Encouraged as he undoubtedly 
w^s by the Baronefs and her male friend, 
there was no knowing* what might have been 
the confequence, fituated as they were, of 
having taken him to the Governor's; and-con- 
cluded by declaring that he freely forgave^ 
the fufpicions Meredith had entertained of 
his being an agent of the artful Baronefs's. 



I.. 



Meredith aflured ^im, after feeing his. 
friend once more at liberty, nothing had 
^ given him fo much pleafurc as to find he had 
formed fo rafli a judgment. 

" But pray where are the ladies now ?^' 
a&ed the fteward. 

" In this houfe, I fhould fuppofe," faid 
Clement i « though I protell I hardly know 

c J how 
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How to make the enquiry : nor doe's it appear 
th^y have applied to Watfon/* • ^ 

" I think they have fet off with your Lord- 
Ihip's watch," faid Meredith. 

*^ Then believe me I freely forgive them,** 
replied Clement j " though I can't fay I 
entertain fuch a notion." 

The appearance of Watfon, who came, to' 
inform his Lord that every thing was ready for 
him to drefs in another room, broke off the 
converfation 3 as the Earl retired with' his 
valet^ leaving Meredith and the fteward to 
ruminate upon the incredible length the 
Baronefs had gone to deprive her hulband, at 
all events, of his liberty, if not his life. 

• As Watfon did not mention the ladies in 
queftlon while affifting his mafter to undrels, 
Clement began to think it probable they had 
gone to fome other inn^ to efcape his notice, 
without entertaining any doubts for the fafety 
of his watch, which he was convinced, from 
the general tenor of their behaviour, they 

lyould 
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would contrive to return to him ;— he there-- 
fore carcleflly afkcd if there was much com-- 
pany in the hoiffe. ' 

'^ No great deal, my Lord ; we under- 
ftand this inn is not much reforted to : but 
there were two fuch figures arrived this 
morning, juft as I came down ftairs, that I 
never laughed more hcafcily.*' 

" What was there fo very diverting in 
their appearance ?'* 

" Why, though they got out of a carriage, 
my Lord, they looked for all the world as if 
' they had been tied behind it, and dragged for 
twenty miles through the dirt and mire/* 

*' Were they males or females?'' afked 
Ckment, almoft certain, from the defcription, 
that they were the companions of his flight. 

" Oh ! females, my Lord ; they came from 
Annecy, -the coachman faid, who had pick- 
ed them up in the dark. He told us that an old 
Friar, a little way- on the other fide of the town, 
had made the bargain with hinii but they were 

c 4 in 
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in luck^as he obfcrvcdi that he could not fee 

" The landlord, I prefumc, knew them ; 
or he would hardly, according to your ac- 
count, have taken them into the houfe.'* 

'f I fancy they made tbemfelves known to 
tual, my Lord J for they called him on one 
fide the moment they Righted, and he dif- 
charged the voiturin^ and ordered them to 
be (hewn into one of the beft apartments, 
faying they were ladies of coi^fequcnce, not- , 
withftanding the ftrange appearance they 
made/' 

^^ And h? has moft probably Ipoken the . 
truth,'' replied Clement i " becaufe vaj 
being up to my knees in mild, as yoii feciti ro 
fay thefe ladies were, does not render me of lefs 
confequence. But where are they now?" 

"In bed, I underftand, my Lord, while 
their clothes are being waQied." 

" What, are they deftitute of a change ?" 

** I really can't %, my Lqid ; they had a 

tolerable fized bundle witb ;>them, but they 

complained of fatigue, fo breakfafted, and 

went to bed." 

^^Are 



ELLESMERE. 33 

^^ Are they oW ©r young ?** 

*' Oh, both very young, my Lord; one of 
them ftruck me as being a very pret't)^, girl, 
though I hardly got a peep at her face, for 
Ihe feemed very much afhamed pf^bcing 
feen ; — ^but her companion, a little Gipfey 
looking thing, about two or three- and- twenty, 
only laughed at their dirty appearance, flung 
back a long black veil, and did not feem to 
care for any thing or any body. But I fup- ' 
pofe they will get up in the evening, if they 
have any thing to pyt on ; becaufe they ex- 
pert fome friends, the landlord fays/' 

" That is, they expeft me," thought Cle- 
ment, more than ever at a lols how to renew 
bis acquaintance with thena. 

Having finiflied.his toilet, he haftencd 
down to Monvel and Meredith, to whom he 
imparted what he had juft learned, who 
laughed very heartily at Watfon's account of 
the poor fugitives, and commended their de- 
licacy in applying to the landlord in prefe- 
rence to Watfon. 

C5 The 
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The fteward inftantly offered to be Lord 
Ellefmere's reprcfcntativc upon this occafion> 
and to fee his deliverers fafe wherever they 
wifhed to go : he would wait upon them in 
his Lordfhip*s name as foon as , they were 
ftirring, ar\d learn their future intentions. 

" You are very obliging, my good friend,** 
faid Clement ; " and I think the fair ladies 
will not beaverfe to putting themfelves under 
your proteftion. But as this is a fnatter that 
muft be left to their own option, I believe the 
propofal muft come from mc ; they have. 
certainly done me a fignal fervice, and I 
ought, in my turn, to endeavour to fervc 
them. I will therefore write them a fhorc 
note/* 

" You fhall manage every thing your own 
way,'* interrupted Meredith. " But here 
comes a few things I ordered, by way of 
a fnap ; we fhall have time enough to talk 
over our fiiture plans after we have taken 
fome refrefhment -, and I dare fay our tra- 
velling 
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veiling companion is regaling himfclf at 

Carouge." 

'^ No doubt,'* faid the fteward, " and 
literally at your expence, gentlemen.** 

The Baronefs became again the theme of 
their difcourfe during their repaft, having 
difmiffed the attendants ; and it was agreed 
that Clement (hould confult with Lord Or- 
mond before any further fteps were taken irt 
the bufinefs ; Mr, Monvel affuring him he 
would hold himfelf in readinefs to attend him 
at Avignon upon the fhorteft fummons. 

Finding himfclf very much refrefhcd, Cle- 
ment propofcd going to his banker's, to pro- 
cure a fupply of money, and to make Ibmc 
purchafes for Mifs Maynard. They there- 
fore all three fallied out, when a crowd of 
people, advancing' from the " Place du Bel 
Air," apparently furrounding afedan chair, led 
them to enquire what was the matter. But 
the chair was brought into the inn-yard be- 
fore any one fatisfied their curiofity, and a 

c 6 man 
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Qian was taken out abrolucely covered with 
blood, whom, to their infinite furprife, they 
recognized, upon his raifing his head, to be 
Dubois. 

Horror-ftruck by fo unexpefted a fight, 
they haftened back into their apartment ; and 
Clement drank a bumper of wine to difpel a 
feint fickneft which had come over him. — 
Meredith and Monvel were lefs fhocked, 
having ever, in their own minds, fulpcdled 
he was the aflaflin who had waylaid Clement 
near Grand- Pre. 

" He has certainly been in a duel," faid 
/ the Earl. 

*' Let us enquire,'* faid Meredith, ringmg 
the bclL 

The landlord made his appearance, but 
could notfatisfy their curiofity. Mr. Dubois 
was fpecchlefs, and had been found in 
the fituauon they had fcen him, between 
Carougc and Pkio. Palais, having walked, it 
4 was 
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was prefumed, near a mile after he met .with 
his wounds before he fell, as traces of Idood 
had been difcovered for near that diftance. 

" Poffibly he has been fighting a duel in 
Savoy/* fai4 Clement ; " and having killed, . 
or dangeroufly wounded his antagonift, was 
anxious to reach the Gencvefe territory/* 

" HisLordfhip might be in the right/* the 
landlord faid ; " Mr, Dubois was known to ' 
be a fighting man.*' He kft the room upon 
being told the furgeon was arrived. 

*^ I am certain the wounded man could 
give us fome information which might be 
worth your Lordfhip's notice, concerning 
the Baronefs/* faid Monvel; " and if he 
. fancies. himfelf in danger, he may be inclined 
to confefs a few of his iniquities : I have 
great reafon to think he was concerned in 
this laft plot/' ^ 

*' Your furmifes may be juft,''* replied 
Clement ; " but it woilld be downright bar- 
barous to queftion, much more to accule, a 
perfoiaiaflich afituation. Ac all events, he 

: can't 
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can't have been one of the afting parties in 
the late plot, if he has been fighting a duel." 

'' Not in that cafe, t will allow, my Lord/* 
rejoined Monveh -",but if, on the contrary, 
he was upon his return from Chamberry (for 
he was found near Carouge, you willpleafe to 
remark), it is probable he was the gentle-* 
man the Monk alluded to; and if they met/ 
enraged as the latter was, and armed, as you 
fpfpeft, with a poniard, may not he 'have 
thus wreaked his vengeance upon an accom- 
plice who has led him into fuch a perilous 
fituation ?" 

" I do think 'tis as Monvel fufpefts," ex- 
claimed Meredith. " The Monk vowed ven- 
geance againft thofe who had deceived him 
relpefting your Lordlhip's rank, which they 
were evidently acquainted with, from having 
anticipated what it feemed prbbable you 
would fay to him. This Dubois ought not to 
' cfcape." 

" That he don't feem to have done," re- 
plied Clement, ^* He may be the perfon the 
Friar fuppofed was my rival, and he may be 

paying 
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paying the deferved penance for his trea- 
chery; but at prefcnt we have only pre- 
fumpiive proof of either; — therefore let us 
take our propofcd walk; the furgeon will' 
have dreflcd his wounds by the time we re- 
turn; and you, Monvel, as an acquaintance 
of Dubois, may make a few enquiries, which 
will better enable us to judge how he met 
with this misfortune. Weihall ajfo learn his 
own account of it, and can take our meafures 
accordingly ; though I am very averfe, ad- 
mitting he is implicated in this laft iniquitous 
fcheme, to take any fteps towards bringing 
him, or anyone elfe, tojuftice, till I have 
confulted with my father." 

*^ I think your Lordfhip is perfeftly right. 
Still, if Dubois is dying, and (hould chufe tb 
make an open confefllon, we certainly ought 



to receive it.'' 



" Undoubtedly ; and when we return, yow 
fliall pay him a vifit.'* 

During their walk, it was fettled the 
younger gentlemen fhould return to Grand- 

Pre, 
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How to make the enquiry : nor does it appear 
th^y have applied to Watfon/' • ^ 

" I think they have let off with your Lord- 
Ihip's watch," faid Meredith. 

" Then believe me I freely forgiv^e them/* 
replied Clement; " though I can't lay I 
entertain fuch a notion." 

The appearance of Watfon, who came to 
inform his Lord that every thing was ready for 
him to drefs in another room, broke off the 
converfation ; as the Earl retired with his 
valet^ leaving Meredith and the fteward to 
ruminate upon the incredible length the 
Baronefs had gone to deprive her hulband, at 
all events, of his liberty, if not his life. 

• As Watfon did not mention the ladies in 
queftlon while affifting his matter to undreft, 
Clement began to think it probable they had 
gone to fome other inn,, to efcape his notice^ 
without entertaining any doubts for the fafety 
of his watch, which he was convinced, from 
the general tenor of their behaviour, they 

would 
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'* But pray how came he by his wounds ?**. 
^fked Meredith. 

cc Why, that is not very fatisfaftprily 
known, even now, Sir. The furgeon tells 
me he has been ft^bbed in two places with a 
poniard :. one of his wounds is in his back -, 
and Mr. Dubois acknowledges his adverfary 
(for he fa)s he was going to fight a duel with 
a Sardinian QiEcer, and rode through Geneva 
this morning ^r that purpofe) took an un- 
fair . advantage of him, and after • ftabbing 
him with a ftiletto, left him for dead i yet he 
does not chufe to give up the perfon^s name, 
though he muft be neither more nor lefe 
tha^ an aflaffin; fo I fuppofe there Were 
faults on both fides, for one would have 
thought, by his hurry to be gone, that he 
6ncied himfclf in danger here.'* 

A fummons from another gueft hurried 
the landlord out of the room, and the gen- 
tlemen thought every corroborating circum- 
fiance rendered it evident that the Monk was 
Dubois's adverfary. A man would not have 

'gone 
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gone unarmed upon the errand which he pre- 
tended had carried him into Savoy : he cer- 
tainly left Chamberry, probably on foot, the 
moment he learned Clement's efcape, that 
he might not be implicated in the punilh- 
ment he forefaw awaited the Monk • and 
Abbefs, who, neither knowing his name, nor 
place of abode, could not give • him ^ up to 
lave themlclves. 



** Well, the vengeance of Heaven feems 
to have overtaken him as it did Gwillim,'* 
faid Clement -, '* and I do believe, fooner or 
ktcr, it ever does, even in ttiis world. Vil- 
lany may profper for a time j but it is gene- 
rally detefted when thfc perpetrators think' 
themfelves moft Iccure. We will enquire 
to-morrow, as we go through RoUes, what 
ftory he has told at home to account for his 
wounds, and how long he has been abfenc." 

Meredith, who was {landing near a win- 
dow, looking into the court, exclaimed, 
" Here, here, make hafte!'* 



€€ 
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*^ To fee what ?" afked Clement, as he 
flowly approached. 

" Zounds ! you are too late, man ; a mo- ^ 
mem fooner, and you would have ken one of 
the handfomeft girls I ever yet beheld 5 but 
fhc only'raifed a black veil -to difcover'more 
charms than ought to have fallen to the fliarc 
of one woman, glanced her eyes round the 
court, and walked forward." 
V " What nonfenfc !" faid Clement, return- 
ing to his feat. 

*^ Nay, I declare I did not exaggerate ;— , 
fhe pofitively was a moft beautiful creature. 
Faith ! here fhe comes again. Zounds ! man, 
how you move ! why, if it was our hofl*s 
grandmother, you could not be lefs anxious 
to gratify your curiofity." 

Clement had approached during his fpeech, 
and perceived two ladies, but both veiled, 
crofling the court. 

" Step out," faid Meredith j " you will 
meet'thepi cxaftly at our door." 

" I dare 
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" I dare fay they are come to vifit my two 
friends/' replied Clement, opening the door 
to hear what enquiries they made. 

They had flopped direftly in fight ; there- 
fore, fearful they fhould attribute his aft ion 
to its real motive, he walked forward, mean- 
ing to pafs them, when, to his infinite amaze- 
ment, her veil being withdrawn, he rccog* 
nized the features o( Lady Augufta Cameron 
in the one neareft him. The contents of her 
letter to Mifs Belville; which had fallen fo 
ftrangely into his hands, added ftrengch per- 
haps both to his looks and words, when he 
cxprefTed his joy at fo unexpeftedly meetin 
her Ladyfhip at Qeneya. 



OP 



Her vifible confufion, which he fo per- 
fectly accounted for, pained him fo much 
more, that it embarraflfed him. He was retir- 
ing, faying, *^ he would not now detain her 
Ladylhip, who, he hoped, would permit him 
fomc other opportunity of paying his refpefts 
to her before he left Geneva*'* 

*«You 
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** You are very obliging, Mr. Davenport," 
was the reply, delivered in a tremulous ac- 
cent. — ^^ Pray how long have you been in 
this part of the world ?" 

While (he was fpeaking, her companion 
had been examining Clement's countenance ; 
and before he could reply, exclaimed, " I dp 
think it is the fame. Pray, Sir, what is the 
clock ?'* pulling his watch out of her pocket 
at the fame moment. 

" Is it poflible," cried Clement, " I have 
been fo unconfcious of whom I was addreff- 
ing ? yet furely I recoiled the voice of the 
lively Clara, to whom I think I delivered 
that watch." ^ 

** It is— it is our courageous friend at lafl:,'* 
faid Ihe, prefenting him her hand, which he 
politely raifed to his lips : — " He is Mr. 
Davenport, after all, you find,'* turning to 
Lady Augufta, whofe confulion feemed, if 
poffiblc, incrieafed by the difcovery. 

** May I rcqueft you would do me the 
honour to walk into this apartment ?" faid 
Clement. '^ Your Ladylhip has hardly yet 

recovered 
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recovered from your recent fatigue, and well- 
grounded fears." 

Too much agitated to utter a refufal, flie 
fufFered him to lead her into the room, and 
feat her in the firft chair. Clara prefcnted 
her with her fmelling- bottle, obferving that 
joy has very different efFefts upon different 
people. 

" You little thought of meeting wirii an 
old acquaintance among fo many enemies, 
Mr. Davenport," faid fhe : " and perhaps, 
after all, you may have to thank Daaie Foi;- 
tune (who threw you fo opportunely in our 
way before we were at any abfolute certainty 
you were our brave deliverer), for having 
made the difcovery ;~for I can afTureyou this 
dear filly friend of mine had almofl deter- 
mined not to fee the knight-erraint to whom 
we were beholden for our refcue ; becaufe, 
forfooth, fhe fhould be ^fraid to £hew her 
face after the heinq.us crime we have both 
committed, and I begin to think jQic was in 

earneft. 
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earned. Now, if I could difplay fuch a fct 
of^at\iFes^.Iamfure I ftiould never be either 
afraid or afliamcd to Ihew (hem ; nayj I dare 
' fay I {hould havre been mq away with by fome 
Prince in difguife long fiiice. Laft night fhe 
was fure fhe knew you -, but after you had 
left us, {he began to have her doubts, and 
when fhe had examined your watch, fhe was 
fure flie was miftaken : nay, you may think 
yourfelf in luck fhe did not throw it into the 
road." 

" How can you delight in repeating the 
follies I committed while under the donii-» 
nion of fear, my gay friend ?" faid the ftill 
agitated Lady Augufla: ^^ but we intrude 
upon thefe gentlemen , I hardly yet know 
what I am about." 

^' So it (hould feem j for you have not yet 
congratulated our joint friend upon his fe- 
cond cfcape from Chambcrry^ but we will 
endeavour to recal our fcactered fenfes, Mr. 
Davenport, and le: you know when our 
complimentary fpeeches are ready.*' 



cc 
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^^ I can only requeft you woiild coi^fider 
me wholly at your orders, ladies, and that 
you would employ me in any way in which 
I can afford yon any afliftance — bowing, in 
return to Lady Augufta's retreating cuftfey, 
whofe full heart nearly overflowed at her eyes, 
as (he haftily quitted the room to conceal her 
weaknefs#" 

" Here is a pretty difcovery, my 'Lotd !'* 
faid Meredith, with an arch look -, " fo thele 
are the two dirty drabs Watfon defcribed. — 
Now, had you really no prefentiment how 
your monaftic adventure was to conclude ?'* 

^' Do you confider it as brought to a con- 
clufion now ?" aiked Clement ; ." but, upon 
my honour, I had not the flighted idea I 
had fo lately been in company with Lady 
Augufl:a Cameron, whom, I prefume, her 
aunt placed in the Convent of St, Mary, in 
hopes of inducing her to accept of her fdn's 
hand by way of regaining her liberty/* . 

Mr. Monvel .was warm in his encomiums 
of her pcrfoni and Meredith declared he 

half 
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half foi^ave the Baronefs, fince her wickedrrefs 
had paved the way for the liberation of their 
fair countrywoman, and the little lively Ita- 
lian, whom he was very much ftruck with. 

" I fuppofe her Ladylhip means t;o pro- 
ceed to England," he continued.. 

" Mod probably,'* faid Clement; '' Ihe is^ 
unacquainted, you iind, with the alteration: 
in my name." 

Before Meredith could reply, Clara, hav- 
ing firft given a gentle rap, put her head into 
the room. — " Will you favour us with your 
company in our apartment for a few minutes, 
Mr. Davenport ? My friend has a thoufand 
things to t^iy to you (not that fhe would, ac- 
knowledge as much) ; yet can't diink of viTicv 
ing you, and has merely the fame objection to 
receiving you in a bed-room. In vain I 
preach up the fafliion of the country ;— no, 
labouring under fo many infurmountable dif- 
ficulties, ftie muft, forfooth, write you her 
thanks. Now, do pray come and fave her 
the trouble."- 

voL. IV. D Clement 
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Clement readily agreed, though perfeflly 
fenfible Lady Augufta muft feel lurfeif in 
a very difagreeablc predicament. As they 
afce'Hded the flairs, he took an opportunity to 
Hide the rouleau he had prepared, into her 
hand, obfcrving that her friend would be lefs , 
averfe to accepting a fupply from her than 
from him ; therefore fhe muft confider that 
trifle as her own property. 

*' To attempt to refufe your kind fupply, 
acquainted as you arc with the ftace of our 
finances, would be an excefs of afFeftation 
which muft lower me in your efteem, my 
kind friend j though I know the dread fhe 
entertained of your making a fimilai* offer, 
wasone ofLady Augufta's motives forwifh- 
ing to addrefs you in writing : but hufti ! we 
are arrived," opening a door, and calling out, 
*^ Have you conned over all the fine fpeeches 
you intend to make our brave knight ? be- 
caufe 1 have brought him. to profit by thcle 
etiuiions oF gratitude you have been enter- 
taining mc with iince our return up ftairb." 

« Mad- 
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*^ Mad-brained girl !" cried her Ladyflrip, 
*' you forget how troublefome we have al^ 
ready been to Mr. Davenport. — I pofidvely 
was not aware of her ihtcnrions. Sir, or! 
fhould not have fuffered her co have brought 
you from your conipany." , 

"Nor had I known whom I had the honbur 
of having under my care laft night, when I 
left Chamberry, fhould I have fuffered Lady 
Augufta Cameron to have proceeded from 
Annecy merely under the proteftion of * 
^oituritiy anxious as I was about the friends 
I mentioned, and whom fhe faw below. I 
therefore hope fhe will place my unpolitenefs 
wholly to my ignorance of the pleafure I fo 
little expefted awaited me." 

" Bravo r* cried Clara ; ^^ you find I can 
admire gallantry even when difplayed at my 
own expence. Now / might have run any 
rifk J our Knight thought nothing of leaving 
tne to the care of a v&iturin.^^ 

*' Your excelknt fpirits fcemed calculated 
to banifh fear, my amiable friend,'* replied 
Clement i *' and I confidercd you as per- 

P 2 feiStly 
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feftly out of danger ; elfc don't fancy I fhould 
have left j^^ wholly unprote6ted. " 
, ^^ Now, pray don't ftand freezing there, 
almoft in the doorway.'* 

She had been arranging three chairs 
near the fire, and defired Clement to take 
poffeffion of the middle one. 

'' Have I your Ladyftiip's permifTion to 
avail myfelf of my kind friend's offer ?" 

" What, I fuppofe it is confidered as 
a crime in England for a gentleman to 
fit down in a lady's bed-room. You 
were really very deficient, then, in point 
of etiquette, laft night: — you ought to 
have alked permiffion before you jumped 
through the wainfcot ; for that was alfo her 
Ladyfhip's bed-room. Now, how familiar 
fear made us all! We fuffered you to drag 
us up and down the ladder through that dry 
ditch, without one prudifh objeftion.** 

" Why indeed I think Mr. Davenport 
tnufl have formed a very flrange opinion of 

us 
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US both/* faid Lady Augufta; '' but let me 
requeft you would-oblige our friend. Sir/' 

" If we had taken as long to confider punc- 
tilio laft night as we have this morning,", re- 
joined Clara, " we fhould (till have been at 
Charnberry, poffibiy folacbg ourfelves in 
one of the Convent dungeons J but fhall I,** 
perceiving her Ladyfnip removed her chair 
rather farther from Clement's than fhe had 
placed it^ *' make an opening through this 
partition, and place Mr. Davenport on the 
other fide ? Now do confider him as an old 
acquaintance, and tell him at once how you 
came to require his afiiftance to climb thofe 
diminutive walls, and what you mean to do, 
now you have "regained your liberty : he 
heard my hiftory laft night.'* 

" Let me requcft your Ladyfhip wiU only 
tell me what your prefent plans are,'* inter- 
rupted Clement i *^ and if you think my inter- 
ference likely to forward them. Our flight 
from the Monafiery was much more an aft of 
neceflity than choice in any of us, otherwife I 
might, with greater justice, be cenfiired 

D ;i for 
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for my pufillanimity, than you, Isidlcs, for 
imprudence. Both the Abbefs and Con- 
fcfTor fecm capable of any thing they fancy 
conducive to their intereft. I was, as you 
poffibly overheard, inveigled into the Con- 
vent, to meet a hdy who no doubt bribed 
them very high to render them fubfervient 
to her v/ifhes. Thanks to the kind inter* 
fercncc of my lively friend," turning to 
Clara, " their fcheme proved abortive j and 
I am truly h'^pfiy to refleil, that in confulting 
my own fafety, I had it in my power to be 
cflbme little affiftance to you, ladies." 

" You will half reconcile mc to the ralh 
ftep I have taken, Mr. Davenport," replied 
her Ladyfnip. — " You have poflibly heard 
that my father is now our Ambaffador at the 
Court of Madrid ; in confequence of which 
appointment, I accompanied my aunt into 
Savoy. Unfortunately (he wifties to become 
nearer related to me, having a fon much 
about my own age, but whom I can only con- 
fider as my coufin. — In hopes, I imagine, of 
rendering mc lefs averfe to her propofal, fhc 

placed 
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placed me under the care of the Ab.be fs of the 

Monaftery we have juft quieted, not with my 

own cohfent, or I fhould have sheld it inex- 

cufable to have left fuch an afylum fo clan- 

deftinely. I was brought there under pre- 

terjce of paying a vifit, but foon found 

myfclf a prifonerj and was fo repeatedly af- 

fured I fhould never rc«>:iia my liberty, ex- 

ccpc I confcnted to become Baroncfs de 

Corzola, that I meant, as Clara has told you, 

to have braved every hardijijp,^* rather than 

have remained expofed to fuch qnceafing per- 

fecution, certain I have many friends in 

England, who will receive and proted me 

during my father's abfence." 

*^ And who will, I am fure, like mylelf,** 
faid Clement, very warmly, " be more 
ready to applaud than condemn the ftep you 

* 

have taken ; but fince I laft had the advan- 
tage of feeing your Lady (hip, a ftrange al- 
teration has alfo taken place in my profpcds,'* 
briefly, and with infinite modefty, infqrming 
her of his prefcnt rank, 

D4 Joy 
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Joy fparkled in her Ladyfliip's eyes, and 
dimpled round her beautiful mouth, while 
(he fincerely congratulated him upon his 
confanguinity to the Marquis and Marchioneis 
ofOrmond/' 

*^ And pray accept mine, our kind deli- 
verer,'* faid Clara. — *^ The coronet upon the 
watch, and the reference to the fervants, arc 
now fully explained. We, God knows, had 
fet your youngeft friend down foi^ the great 
man : for I had enquired v/hethe r the fervants 
you" mentioned were here ; — not becaufc I 
doubted your .word, my good friend — my 
Lord, I mean — but purely to gratify my cu* 
riofity, which was ftrangely raifed by her 
Ladylhip's firft declaring you had been her 
carlitft friend, and then that Ihe knew nothing: 
about you, if the watch belonged to you. I 
aft.ed if (he thought you had ftolen it from 
Father Benedict ; ftie grew angry. But for- 
tunately every thing is now elucidated per- 
fcdlly to my fatisfaftion." 

Clement fmiled at her vivacity ; and then 
turning again to Lady Augufta, *^ Now won't 

your 
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your Ladyfliip think my prefent prgpofal as 
felfifh as my offers of proteftioa lafl:, nighty 
confidering I was to be-fo much benefited by 
becoming your champion, if I venture ta 
advife your jnitting yourfelf under the pro- 
teftion of the Marchionefs ,oC.Drmond for 
the prefent — that is, till you have talcen time 
to make your future arrangements. She, as 
-well as my father, is now at Avignon, where 
I am fure they will both be exceedingly 
happy to fee Lady Augufta Cameron, Mr^ 
Meredith, and myfelf. I and my coufin^ 
the young-eft gentleman you U\v bellow, 
fhall be highly honoured by your fufFer- 
ing us to confider ourfelves as your pro- 
ted:ors during your journey : v/c meaa 
to depart in the courfe of a fcvy days. *Buc 
indeed I think, if you wifh to go immediately 
to England, you had better fet off (ronx 
Avignon ,than here ; and the ckicrly gentle- 
man you alfo fa,\y will be no lefs liappy to at- 
tend you, even to London : but my mother 
is {o much more competent to advife yoUr 
LadyHiip than myfeif, I conclude a^ I be- 
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gan, with wifliing you would do her the fe- 
vour to confulc het- before you abfolutely fettle 
your future plans." 

*^ Your Lordfhip muft allow me a fhort 
time for reflection. I have a very his:h 
refpeft for Lady Ormond, with whom I am 
perfonally acquainted ; and I own I am very 
much tempted to accede to your propofal, 
becaufe I think Ibe could mediate, with fuc-- 
cefs, between me and my father.'* 

'' Then I hope your refleftions will prove 
favourable to my wifhcs>*' faid Cler^ent. — 
" Father Bencdid Jias no notion of my hav- 
ing been the partner of your flight." 

** Why, have you {ctn him fmce wc 
parted ?'* interrupted Clara; *' you qcttzinlyr 
never returned the whole way toChamberry V^ 

He recapitulated great ^part of what had 
pafled, from the moment he left them till his 
parting with the Fri^,r,to their infinite amufe- 
ment. Clara in particular enjoyed the notioa 
of the Monk's forced faft and pinioned arms, 
and was commenting, in the moft ludicrous 

manner. 
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manner, upon the adventure, when Mereditb 
knocked at the door, not chufing^ to fend 
either a fervant or gaiter, to inform Clement 
their dinner was ready. ^ He introduced 
him to the ladies, and then took his leave,. 

^ after hoping they would allow him and his 
friends to drink their tea with them, which 
was very readily granted ; and Lady Au- 

• gufta promifed, during the interval, to con- 
fider of his polite propofal, which he men- 
tioned to Meredith and Monvel, who thought 
it V would be the moft prudent ftcp the ladies 
could take. They faw them crofs the court 
foon after they were feated at table, and prc- 
futntd'i'thty were gone to make* fomc necef- 
fery purchafes for their journey^ cither Co 
Avignoa or England. 
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^ ROM the' time of dementis arrival, he 
had felt rather unwell, which, confidcring hb 
recent fatigue, the agitation he had under- 
gone, and his late confinement, was no more 
than might have been expefted ; and Mere- 
dith cafily perceived that he vainly attempted^ 
to fnake ofi what he would fain have attributed 
to lazinefs» He therefore ftrenuouQy ad- 
vi'fed his retiring the moment they had dined> 
and fending for the firft phyfician the towa 
afforded. Clement declared himfclf fick of the 
very fight of a large wig, and was certain 
a bafon of tea would do him more good, par-, 
ticularly of his fair countrywoman's makings 
than any viilanous compound made up at an 
apothecary's. Befides, he (hould appear 

very 
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very unpolite, after having invited himfeif to 
drink his tea with them, to break his ap- 
pointment, anxious as he alfo was to learn 
her Ladyfhip's decifion. It had been agreed 
not to mention either her's or Clara's name 
before the fervants, for fear of leading to any 
difcov^ry which might ferve to trace the route 
they h^d taken ; though Monvel was fure the 
Abbefs and Confeflbr would conceal their flio:ht 
as long as poflible, that they might not lofe the 
money, paid for their board, till ihe laft mo- 
ment. If Lady Augufta decided to accorfi- 
^any the friends* to Avignon, Clement had 
determined to remain at Geneva, while Me- 
redith went to Grand-Pre, to convev his 
prefents to Mifs Maynard, and to take leave, 
in both their names, of her father and herfelf, 
Monvel readily promifed to ftay with hina 
during his coufm's abfence, which would ef- 
feftually prevent any fcandalous conftruc- 
tions being put upon his remaining behind 
with the ladies; and he therefore took the pre- 
fent opportunity to vifit fome of his Gene^ 
vian friends, alledging his company would be. 

lefs 
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lefs required that evening than at any other 
tiirte, as the mod fcrupulous obferver would 
find it difficult to difcovcr any impropriety 
in the coufins% particularly as one of them 
was known by his fcrvants to be a married 
man, and a father, drinking their tea with 
their fair countrywoman, and the more lively 
Clara, who returned juft at duik. 

Watfon, who had wifhed his tongue had 
been flit, fince he had difcovered ihcy were 
acquaintances of his Lord's, was (landing in 
the gateway when they entered, and amply 
made up for his former want of relpeft, by 
the profundity of his bow as they paflcd 
him. Clement, who had ken them comings 
ftepped out to entreat they would drink their 
tea below, which he thought Lady Augufht 
would prefer to t^ing it in their bed-room. 

She promifed to attend the gentlemen in a 
few minutes; and, followed by Clara, who faid 
Jhe had been putting half the trades-people ia 
Geneva in a bultle^ walked up ftairs» 

Clement 
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Clement was in too delicate a fituation, 
and too ill at eafe in his mind, for Meredith 
to allow himfelf to make any comments upon 
Lady Augufta ; he therefore merely afked if 
he thought her Ladyfhip had overheard all 
that had paflcd between him and Father Be- 
jiedidl. 



fC 



I rather think fhe did," was the reply. 
But there are queftions neither (he nor I 
can a(k the other. I am pofitively forry I 
ever faw her letter to Mifs Belvillc 5 it renders 
me fo confcioufly awkward in her prefence^ 
io fillily afraid of faying 100 much or too 
little. If I was certain fhe was acquainted with 
my fituation, I fhould be more at my eafe — 
not, believe me, that I feel any other fentiments 
than thpfe of admiration and etteem for Lady 
Augufta; though I will honeftly confefs,. 
were I at liberty to make the propofal, gra- 
titude might induce me to offer her my hand.. 
As it is, I hardly know whether I ought to 
wilh Ihc may accompany us to Avignon> 

though 
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though at the moment it appeared to me the 
moft propc^r ftep fhe could take." 

" And ftill appears to be fo to me/* laid 
Meredith ; " fhe cannot have a prelentiment 
that you are acquainted with her fentimentsin 
your favour ; and a very (hort time will, I 
hope, free you from the perfon who fo very 
unintentionally brought about this ftrangc 
rencontie, itnd for whom you muft now feel a 
degree of abhorrence. Love prevented you 
from fl:ud}'ing her difpofition ; cfteem will 

' rather affift you in ftudying Lady Augufta'sj 
who appeaps to me, if you Ihould feel inclined 
to marry again, a very unexceptionable 
match. '* 

'^ You feem to confider my becoming hei* 
hufband as wholly at my own option, fup- 
pofing there were no obftacics on my fide ; 
without confidering that her Ladyfhip's lenti^ 
ments may have undergone a very great 
change fince fhe wrote to Mifs Belviile, and 

^ that Lord Greville bis, it fhould feem, very 
different views for hcreflablifhmenti — but wC 
won't argue upon what may never happen.'* , 

The 
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The entrance of the ladies efFeftually pre- 
vented them from purfuing the fdbjeft. 

" We have been putting thefc poor Gene- 
vians into fuch a buftle, our kind banker," 
faid Clara, " in our hafte to have every thing 
in form and order to accompany you, which, 
admitting our carriage is alv/ays a mile in ad- 
vance upon your's, we have agreed to do. — • 
You underftand Englifh etiquette — I do not j 
fo the arrangement of our journey is to 
be left wholly to you. Her Ladylhip often 
willied herfelf back again in that delightful 
Convent, before ihe could determine on this 
ftep ; but has at laft consented to place her- 
felf under the protecStion of Lady Ormond. 
Is not that what you mean, Lady Augufta ?*' 
' *^ Then let me beg your Ladyfhip will fix ' 
the time of our departure," replied Clement; 
*^ I will difpatch an exprefs to my mother, to 
let her know when fhe may expeft us, with- . 
out entering into any of thofe details which 
can be fo much better told than wrote ^ and I 
am fure Ihe will be doubly rejoiced at my fortu- 
nate 
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nate efcape, when fhe learns it will procure 
her the pleafure of your company. Suffer h'^r 
to explain everything to Lord Greville, and 
dome the honour to confider me, till I have 
refigned you into ht^r care, as the reprefenta- 
tivc of your brother." 

'* You are very« obliging, my Lord ; I 
mutt entrtat your former arrano:ements re- 
Ipefting your journey may regulate our's. — I 
fhould wifh Lady Orniond to know I 
mean to encroach upon her goodncfs, though 
I am fenfible this is giving your Lordfhip ad- 
ditional trouble. As I faid laft night, we had 
better have remained in the Monaftcry ; for 
I forefaw we fhould prove very troublefomc 
companions/' 

" That depends wholly upon ourfqlves,** 
obferved Clara. — " Laft night fear banilhed 
punftilio, and I appeal to your Lordfbipt 
. whether we d^id not prove ourfelves heroines — - 
dirty ones, I am afraid ; but that is of little 
confequeiKe, fince we fucceeded. But now 
we arc making imaginary difficulties for the 
want of real out*: only let us catch a glance 

of 
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of rhe Countefs de Vermont, or Father Be- \ 
nedift, and punftilio will be again forgot ia 
our hafte to run away '' 

" I hope we fhall have no fuch incentive to 
haften our journey," faid Clement, "which, 
if your Ladyfhip has no objeftion, we will 
begin on Saturday morning. — Mr. Meredith 
is neceffitatcd to return into the neighbour- 
hood of Laufanne, therefore muft be abfcnc 
for a couple of days. The Swifs gentleman 
you few this morning, and mylelf, will be . 
. your protedlors during that interval ; yet, 
if you think this (hort delay may be attended 
with any difagreeable circumftances, confider 
me, I entreat, as wholly at your orders, and 
ready to fet out to-morrow morning, if you 
prefer it to remaining at Geneva.'* 

Lady Augufta faw no neceffity for making 
any alteration in his Lordfhip's arrangements. 
The Countefs de Vermont was at Turin, there- 
fore could not immediately learn that fhe had 
left the Convent of St. Mary ; and fhe hoped 
to be fettled in another at Avignon before 

that 
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that lady could trace the route Ihe had taken, 
except Lady Ormord advifed her im- 
mediate return to England, as that lady was 
a much better judge than l^erfelf of the ft^ps 
Ihe ought now to take. 

Meredith was exceedingly happy that it 
was not neceffary to haften their departure, 
as he did not think Lord EUefmere able to 
encounter any imrnediate fatigue : the colour 
forjbok Lady Augufta's cheeks and lips, 
while (he feared flie had been the occafion of 
his^underojoino: a crreat deal of additional h^ 
ligue the night before, 

" Why as it is probable, had it not been 
for your Ladyihip's afliftance, I Ihould, ere 
this, have been numbered with .my forefa-^. 
thers, or, as the lively Clara obferved, folacing 
myfelf in one of the Convent dungeons, I 
m.ay very juftly place what might be termed 
agreeable fatigue, confide ring the certain 
danger I efcaped from, to your account. — 
Indeed, I (hall always feel myfelf very much 

obliged 
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obliged to your benevolence, which per- 
mitted you to increafe your own danger, by 
allowing me to accompany you in your 
flight. I was not very wel^ in health when I 
entered the Convent, having bi;t juft emerged 
from a fick room, where \ had been confined 
in confequence of a previous plan to difpofc 
of me, doubtlefs concerted by the fame peo- 
ple who employed Father BenediLl to execute 
! what they had not been able to eiFeft \ ftill 
( believe me I fhould be very able to travel, 
even to-morrow, were it at all neceffary for 
\ your fafety." •* 

Lady Augufta was obliged to have re- 
5 courfe to her falts when Clement hinted at 
B his recent efcape, and now warmly exclaimed, 
£ *^ I hope your Lordfhip don't mean to ftir 
I out unattended during your (lay here ? Do 
Lord and Lady Ormond know of your late 
illnefs ? I tremble even now, to think of whiat 
misht have been the extent of their fuffer- 
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*^ Then I hope vour Ladyfhip is (enfible 
the obligation you have laid them under; I 
they are as yet whoUv unacquainted with i 
late confinement, as they merely fuppoft 
ftaid in Switzerland to ftttle fome very di 
greeablc bufinefs refpefting the perfbr 
hoped to have met in the Monaftery.'* 

'^ But furely your Lordfhip neither mcj 
the principal nor the agents in this laft i 
quitous plot to efcapc unpunifhed?" aft 

Clara. 

» 

" Indeed I do not, my amiable fricn 
though I think it neceffary to confult i 
father before I proceed ^gainft them." 

Lady Augufta now rofe to take her lea^ 
in hopes, as Ihe obferved. Lord Ellefm< 
would immediately retire. He fnfiilinj 
promifed to follow her prefcription, rcpci 
ing he would difjpatch an exprefs to Avign 
the next morning. 

Meredith fo ttrongly enforced the wid 
her Ladyfhip had ventured to exprefs, tl 

Clemc 
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Clement readily confented to endeavour to 
fleep off the liftleflTnefb that Hung about f)im, 
his coufin having previoufly determined not 
to leave him, except he found him tolerably 
recovered from his late exertions in the morn- 
ing. From the moment Lady Augufta had 
informed Clara ^c had formerly known the 
gentleman who had fo unwarily put himfelf 
into Father Benedift*s. power, that lively 
girl guefled, from her agitation and anxiety 
to deliver him, he was the perfon for whofe 
Ikke fhe had rejefted her coufin , and gaily 
hintecj to' he.r, that ftie ought to make hcrfclf 
knov/n to. him, as love, it was affirmed,^ 
could make people perform impoffibilities, 
and little kfs would be required in their pre- 
fent undertaking. 

This was a meafure Lady Augufta by no 
means chofe to purfue, and declared, anxi- 
ous as (he was to contribute to her former 
friend's enlargement, Ihe particularly wifhcd 
.to remain unknown. 



Clara^ 
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Clara, who thought this ftlU more un- 
likely than their efcaping out of the Convent, 
Ihould they make Mr. Davenport the com- 
panion of their flight, did not chufe to argue 
the point with her. 

During their walk to' Annecy, her Lady- 
(hip, not abfolutely recollefting his voice, 
fometimes hoped (though fhe ftill deter- 
mined, if poflible, not to make herfelf known 
to him) that it was, and at others feared that 
it was not, her former friend ; yet the name 
of Clement Davenport, which the Monk had 
pronounced .with great emphafis, ftill vibrated 
in her ear ; bub when he referred them to a 
Nobleman's fervants, and fhe had examined 
the watch, fhe was convinced (he had been 
miftaken, and refolved to leave Geneva be- 
fore he returned from Chamberry, after mak- 
ing a parcel of the watch, which fhe meant 
to leave with the feryant he had diftin- 
guifhcd by the name of Watfon. 

Clara 
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Clara could not pretend to affirm it was her 
former friend ; ftill ftie thought him a moft 
agreeable man, and dwelt very forcibly upon 
, ^ courage and prefcnce of mind he had dif- 
played, acknowledging (he fhould like to fee 
what fort of a figure he was : he was cer- 
tainly very tall, and Ihe was ready to pro- 
^nofticate very handfome. 

*'* That might be,*' her Ladyfhip replied ; 
•* but ihe felt no inclination to renew an ac - 
<}uaintance> which had begun fo awkwardly, 
with a total ftranger. Clara, however, in 
iiopes that they ihould not meet with a con- 
veyance to proceed on their journey before 
4he following morning, had determined to 
throw herfclf in the way of their deliverer, if 
lie returned to Geneva, as he had promifed, 

A pair of very elegant bracelets^ commit- 
ted to his care, readily induced the landlord 
to advance the twelve livres Clement had pro- 
mifed the voituriuy and alfo procured them an 
apartment with every other accommodation 

VOL, ir, £ or 
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or refrefhment rhey required. While pre- 
paring to get intQ bed. Lady Augufta en- 
quired of the chambermaid what company 
there was in the houfe. This led to nothing; 
Clara therefore afked whether an Englifti 
Nobleman had not been there lately, men- 
tioning a fiilitious name. The girl' did 
not recolkft any fuch Lord, but there were 
three fervants belonging to a Mi Lord An- 
glois now in the houfe, who was ' one of the 
handfomeft men fhe had ever beheld : he had 
been in danger of being murdered fome little 
time before near Laufanne, repeating tlie ftory ' 
Ihe had learned from the fervants concerning 
Clement's accident. 

*^ And pray where is he now ?" a(ked 
Lady Augufta. 

*^ I can't pretend to fay, Ma'am 5 *' gone 
fomewhere with another mighty fmart young 
gentleman, his coufin ; but to no great dif- 
tance we are partly fure, becaufe their car- 
riages and fervants are all here.'* 

After 
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After (he had retired, Clara protefted (he 
muft fee this prodigious handfome man. Lady 
Augnfta, certain it was not Davenport, was 
very undecided j and when fhe rofe, deter- 
mined to go and dilpofe of fome of her 
trinkets, declaring, if fhe fucceeded in pro- 
curing money enough for her journey, (he 
would not expofe herfclf to a difcovery, by 
making' herfclf known to a perfon who might. 
be .acquainted with her family. They were 
leaving the inn for that purpofe, when they 
fo unexpeftedly met their deliverer j and 
Lady Aligufta acknowledged to her friend 
that (he was very happy he was the perfon to^ 
whom Ihe owed fo eflential an obligation. 

When they retired for the night, (he re- 
flefted upon all (lie had overheard between 
Clement and the Monk j he was certainly 
connefted with fome, in his opinion, unprin- 
cipled female, whom he feemed to confider 
as his wife. 

E 2 Clara 
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Clara could not believe any woman would 
with to deny her marriage with fo amiable a 
man, and thought there was fomething very 
myfterious in the whole affair. The 
Friar, by his treatment of him, was cvi- 
dendy unacquainted with his rank. How- 
ever, it' was to no purpofe puzzling their 
brains with vain conjeftures; tUey fhould 
probably learn his real fibiation from Lady 
Ormond. Meanwhile, ihe was very haplpy 
they Ihould travel under his proteftion, and 
concluded with a very animated eulogium 
upon, his figure, declaring he would be the 
fubjeft of her dreams for fume time to come. 

At break of day next morning, Meredith 
dole foftly into Clemtnc's room, who was 
but jull awake, and alfured him he had paflp-. 
ed a very good night. Meredith chofe to 
feel ills pulkr ; and, being convinced he was 
perfcdiy free from fever, took his leave of 
him, promifing to return the following even- 
ing before the doling of the gates. He had 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely fhut the Eari's door before he was 
accoftcd by Clara, whofe head was jufl: with- 
out another door rather lower in the pafTage.. 

"How is his Lordfliip, Mr Meredith? 
My friend and I are fo afrai.l we fnall have 
hb death to anfwer for, that we have not 
doled our eyes all night, every noife we 
have heard having been ccnftrucd into his 
dying groans. I thought 1 knt-w your foot- 
Heps, fo pray relieve our anxiety." 

" His Lordfliip is much better. Ma'am, 
and affures me he has flepr very wi^ll ; — 
therefore 1 hope to find hini quite recovered 
when I return. Prelent my bcft refpcfts to 
your fair friend, and receive my adieu till we 



meet again." 



Thank you for your good intelligence, 
and accept our beft wilhes in return, that 
you may have a pleafant journey, unattended 
by any unpropitious accidents," doling the 
door. 

E 3 Meredith 
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Meredith eafily gueffed who was moft 
anxious refpcfting his coufin, and wiftied, for 
both their fakes, he was at liberty to lay his 
title and fortune at her Ladyfhip's feet. — 
Chufing to travel unattended, he had given 
orders for a faddle-horfe, and proceeded, 
without flopping, to Rolles, wifhing to hear 
what was faid of Dubois's accident in his own 
. neig ibourhood. The fame ftory he had 
circulaed at Geneva was retailed to him by 
the landloid of the Tete Noir, with the ad- 
dition that Mr. Dubois's life wa§ defpai red' 
of. He had been abfent fome days from 
home, and his wife, the greateft part of the 
preceding week. 

This intelligence rather increaled fufpi^ 
cions that almoft amounted to certainty in 
Meredith's mind ; and made him fincerely 
wifh this artful vile couple were undergoing 
the punifhment due to their enormous crimes, 

r 

Mr. Maynard felt very little pleafure at 
Meredith's arrival, whom he, notwithftand- 

ing. 



ELLESMERE. 79 

received with great politenefs ; was forry 
in healthhad prevented the Earl from accom-< 
panymghim^ and earneftly entreated he would 
cbnisnue to keep his fecret. Fortunately, as 
Meredith thought, Lady Lucy was from 
hocne$ he 'therefore left the parcel he had 
brought for her with her father, and returned 

^ to Laufanne that evening, half angry with 
Imoielf for not feeling more inclined to endure 

' tiiecenfure of the world in favour of a woman 
lie confidered as very fuperior to her fex in 
iQoft points. 

Having nothing farther to detain him in 
Switzerland, he haftened back to Geneva, 
where he arrived much fooner than he was 
cxpefled. Neither Clement nor Mr. Mon- 
vel were at home. The ladies therefore re- 
ceived him, and Clara affured him they could 
give him a good account of his coufin, with 
whom they had breakfafted, dined, and Tup- 
ped fince his departure. — " We are there- 
fore grown quite as fociable," (he proceeded, 
" as we were during our noflurnal ramble ; 

£ 4 and 
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and I have taken upon myfelf to prefcribc for 
him now as I did then, when I cheered his 
fpirits with my excellent cordial ; for having 
learned to make reftoratives under the good 
old Nuns, I have difplayed my culinary fldH 
with infinite fuccefs. But here he conies i 
now only afk him if I am not an exceUent 
cook/' 

Clement joined them almoft immediately, 
and feemcd fo much recovered, that'MerCr 
dich gave Clara infinite credit for her fkill ai^' 
a nurfe. The ladies foon retired, thinking 
the friends might have fomc private bufinefi 
to talk over. 

Meredith repeated what he had heard at 
Rolles concerning Dubois; and Clement 
agreed there was every reafon to fuppofe he 
had been one of the Baronefs's agents in the 
laft plot, admitting him to be innocent of the 
firft bafe attempt. He then enquired 
after the Maynards^ and rallied Meredith 

upon 
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Upon his want of gallantry in leaving the 
Caftle without having ftcn their fair hoftcfs. 

He next reverted to his female compa- 
iiionSj declaring Clara improved very much 
upon a greater intimacy, and was an excel- 
knt foil to her lefs lively but more intereft- 
ing friend ; adding, " I am forry that I did 
not at once acknowledge my fituation ; — Ihc 
oiuQ: confider me, from what (he overheard, 
under fome engagements, and (he would pro- 
bably feel herfelf more at her cafe in company 
with a married man ; but now I can't, with- 
out afFeftation, lead to the fubjeft, fo mufl: 
therefore leave the matter to fpeak for itfelf. 
When {he kts Maria, fhe will fuppofe fhe 
has, or had a mother ; and Lady Ormond 
may enter into many details that I muft, in 
delicacy, omit/' ' 

Meredith was of the fame opinion, becaule 
the Marchionefs would inform her he was 
upon the eve of fuing for a divorce, at the 
time fhe mentioned his marriage 5 and he 

E 5 thought 
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thought the one part of her intelligence 
would counterbalance the chagrin (he might 
receive from the orher. 

/* So then you fancy my refe'rve arofe 
folely from vanity ?'* rejoined Clement.*— 
** However, if fuch is your opinion, you don't 
do me jullice. Lady Augufta Cameron de-^ 
ferves a better hulband than I fhould now 
make any woman. She once, I believe, con- 
fidered .me in a very partial light, I hkvc 
not altered for the better, in any refpedt, fince- 
that period ; I am certainly not handfbmer, 
nor do I think my temper is improved s nor 
can 1 boaft of the fame flow of fpirits. She 
will probably rpake all thefe remarks, and 
will alfofoon, iflhe does not already, know 
I preferred another woman to herfclf, at the 
verv time flie did me the honour to diftinoruiih 
me above all men : I therefore think I may 
fafely progno^icate Ihe will, in a fliprt time, 
i:onfider me with indifference.'' 



I 
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. '* If the idea will at all contribute to your 

liapptheis^'' replied Meredith, " I wifli (he 

may. But to revert to our journey : — I muft 

infifl: upon our men being armed with blun- 

derbuflts. Make no objeftions, I defire ; 

becaufe, if you entertain no fears for yourfelf^ 

Temcmberwe may have to defend the ladies." 

^ " You (hall do juft as you pleafe," faid 

Clement ; *' I am fenfible my enemies have 

been playing a very deep game, and that 

diey may make another attempt to prevent 

flie from punilhing them all according to 

their deferts. To be wholly unprepared for 

their wicked machinations, would argue 

more rafhncfs than real courage. The Ba- 

ronefs has ample means to perpetrate any vil- 

lanous fchemes j and though her Prime Mi^ 

nifier, Dubois, is difabled for the prefent, 

flie may fupply his place: there are other 

men of equally defperate fortunes, who may 

be as ready to undertake her vengeance. 

And it is alfo poffible we may be attacked 

upon the ladies* account ; and I almoft wifh, 

{though I am afraid it would have appeared 

iL 6 unpolice). 
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unpoUte), we had fcnt them forward under 
Monvel's efcort : not becaiife I entertain any 
very ferious fears of their being purfued 1 
ftill, (hould we be overtaken, I don't forefc« 
how we could withhold either of our com- 
panions, if demanded by their relations; and 
I ihould be inexprcffibly hurt to deliver either 
of chem up till they had previoufly made their 
peace widi their families : — yet to detain them 
by force would be imprafticable; ortcc at 
Avignon, I fhall think them fafe ; fo let us 
give immedip.re orders for our journey. I 
have difpatched an exprefs to my father, 
fimply to announce our arrival, and to inform 
him a very ftrange incident has rendered mc 
the proteftor of two ladies, who wifh to con- 
fult with my mother before they proceed to 
England, mentioning who they both are, and 
hinting I have cnfured them a very favourable 
reception. Clara di St. Amori is, I find, the 
daughter of a very ancient family ; but, as 
{he told me, fo poor, they had excufes for de- 
dicating their childfcn to the church, which 
every father and mother, the f^mc way inclined, 
^ cannot. 



\^ 
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cannot, with the fame propriety, alledge. — I 
ought alfo to have informed you I have per- 
fuadcd Monvcl to go on with us^ My fa- 
ther will be as anxious as myfelf to proceed 
agaixA the Baronefs and her accomplices; 
and he muft be our agent in the bufinefs/' 

« 

" This was a very good notion/' Meredith 
obferved j and orders for arming t!ie fervants, 
aspropofed, were immediately given. 

Early the next morning they commenced 
their journey, the ladies in the Earl's car- 
riage, the three gentlemen in Meredith's 
(Monvers cabriolet was fent home), pre- 
pared, as well as the fervants, to aft upon the 
defenfive, if required. Meredith had pre- 
vioufly determined they fhould never travel 
after dark j they therefore did not reach 
Lyons till the Sunday, where, thinking thenx- 
fclves out of danger, upon the ladies* account 
they went to the play in the evening, in 
confequence of an ardent wifh cxpreffed by 
Clara to fee a French Theatre. She was the 

mofl 
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mod entertained of the party ; but declared^ 
upon their return to their hotel, that her 
friend, who was now, at her own rcqueft, 
ftyled Mifs Cameron, fungone of the fbngs 
much better than the performer who was lb 
ftrenuoufly encored^ and intreated her to con- 
vince the gentlemen of the truth of what (he 
had aflerted. 

Clement and Meredith warmly feconded 
the requeft ; but her Ladyfliip politely cx- 
cufed herfelf, faying they had had finging 
enough for that evening, 

Clara only wi(hed fhe could have brought 
away her friend's harp at her back, with which 
fhe had often beguiled the folitary hours in 
herprifon. 

*' You are a great mufician, my Lord, 
I undcrftand," feid (he; " fo you might 
alfo have breathed your forrows upon 
your flute, had you remained in the Convent/* 



As 
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' As fht could only have learned that Clement 
poflcfled this talent from Lady Augufta, it 
became evident to him and Meredith that he 
^itaibut too frequently the fubjed of their 
converfation. 

Meredith, by way of relieving her Lady- 
fliip from the evident confiifion her friend's 
unguarded Ipeech had thrown her into, as 
flic was perfeftly fenfible of the conftruftions 
to which it was liable, contrived, without 
aflfcftation, to change the converfation ; but 
reproached Clement, when they retired for 
the night, for never having treated the Welch 
Druids with a fpecimen of his ikill. ' 

. *^ My inftrument had been particularly 
forbidden me by the Faculty," he re- 
plied. " It was a talent I cultivated to oblige 
the late Mrs. Davenport ; but, as I was con- 
vinced neither my father nor mother would 
have been more indulgent than my London 
phyfician, I never gave way to the predilec- 
tion 
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tion I continue to entertain for mu(ic, during 
my ftay in Wales." 

The following evening Clara, who was the 
life of the whole party, again revived the fub- 
jcft ; and her Ladyfliip declared fl^e was 
only anxious to difplay her own ability. 

" Very true^'^was the reply, beginning a 
buffoon air, for which die Italians are fo ce- 
lebrated, which fhe fung with infinite humout 
and great tafte, withour dilplaying a degree; 
of affeftation, to which ftie had ever been fer 

fuperior; Lady Augufta co^ld not refiife fol- 
lowing her example, and more than anfwered 
all the expectations Clement and Meredith 
had formed. The former, who hat! always 
been paffionately fond of mufic, liftencd with 
a fenfation bordering on rapture, to her ex- 
quifitely melodious voice, which^ was modu- 
lated with a degree of tafte and judgment he 
had never yet heard equalled. 



Having 
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Having received the thanks and well- 
merited compliments of her little audience, by 
way of accounting for Clara's fpeech the pre- 
ceding night, fhe aflced Clement if he conti- 
nued as fond of the flute as he appeared to 
have been during Mrs. Davenport's lifetime ; 
adding, "Avery tolerable performer upon that 
inftrument, whom I accidentally heard du- 
ring my refidence at Chamberry, reminded 
me of the praifes that lady ufed to beftow 
upon your Lordlhip, whom I have fometimes 
accidentally heard pouring forth your har- 
monious ftrains in the Ihrubberies at Fair- 
field." 

" Then do pray, my Lord, favour us p«r- 
pofely this time," faid the arch Clara, " with 
a Ipccimen of your talents." 

** After having contributed fo greatly to 
my amufement, ladies, I certainly have no 
right to refufe to exert myfelf in my turn.— 
You will only, I hope, make fome allowances 
for my not having raifed my flute to my 
mouth for more than feven months, owing 

to 
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to a complaint upon my lungs, which I was af- 
fured indulging in my favourite fcience was 
likely to increafe. Lady Augufta earncftly re- 
quefted him not to fufFer his wifli to oblige 
them to injure his health, as any exertions 
of the breath might have that efFeA ; but 
cither vanity, or a fentiment he by no means 
chofe to acknowledge, and would perhaps 
Have been puzzled to define, prompted him , 

• 

to call for his inftrument, which was among 
his baggage j for, though of late untouched, it..'j 
had always been his travelling companion. ^}\ 

» 

*^ 'Tis horridly dry," faid he, taking it from 
his valet; but putting it to his mouthy he 
gave them fuch a convincing proof of his fii- 
perior tafte and execution in a (hort prelude, 
that his auditors forgot tficir fears for his 
health while liftening to his fafcinating drains^ 
and fuffered him literally to enchant their 
ears, till his breath no longer fcconding his 
fkill, he was forced to put a period to his per- 
formance. 
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** If this is what your Lordfhip calls being 
not of praftice," cried the delighted Clara, 
^ for Heaven's (ake what did your perform* 
imce rclemble when you were in conftant 
practice ? I do think fuch ftrains would even 
liavc ' foftened the hearts of Father Benedift 
md the Lady Abbefs." 

..Mr. Monvcl never before entertained an 
idea of the almofl: divine harmony a flute fo 
phyed upon was capable of producing j and 
Meredith declared he could not have given a 
greater proof of the fort of enchantment in 
which his Icnfcs had been plunged, than in 
permitting Clement to exhaufl. himfelf, as he 
fccmed to have done. Lady Augufta faid 
^aft i though every found had vibrated upon 
^r heart, ' and increafed her regard for this 
Modern Orpheus, as Clara had fly led him. 

The following evening they flept at 
tx inn on the road ; and the next morn- 
^g, in compliance widi Lady Augufta's 
^rncil deQre, the young men went forward 

to 
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to further prepare Lord and Lady Ormond 
for her and her companion's arrival, leaying 
Monvcl to proteft them in cafe of accidents. 
Her Ladyfhip had a double motive for wifli- 
ing Clement and Meredith to precede her' 
into Aviojnon : fhe (hould by this means be 
no reftraint upon the firft meeting between 
the former gentleman and his parents, and alfo 
allow him time to account more fully for hci^ 
being the companion of his journey. 



o- 



CHAP. IV. 






Jl*HE Marquis and Marchionefs of Or-- 
motid had been a prey to the great^eft anxiety 
from the moment they learned that their fon 
was in Switzerland, fron> the continual 
dread they entertained of his difcovering he 
had a rival in the Bafonefs's afFeftions. Hi& 

protrafted 
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protra&cd (lay increafcd their uneafinefs, and 
every letter of Meredith's, unaccompanied by 
one from Clement, led thetn (till the contents 
Ifnd convinced them of their folly) to form 
ihc moft terrific conjeftures concerning the 
vsirious evils which might have befallen this 
beloved fon. His laft epiftle, which reached 
them exprefs, had aftonifhed nearly as much - 
as It had delighted them, fince it announced 
his Ipeedy arrival, though he fixed no par- 
ticular day, fearful any unforclecn event 
might detain them on the road. But what 
ftrange incident, which he promifed to relate 
at length when they met, could have put the 
young ladies he mentioned under his protec- 
tion? They did not hefitate a moment in de- 
termining on the rcccpcion they ought to 
• give them. 

Independent of the Marchionefs's regard 
for Lady Augufta, whom ihc had always con- 
fidercd as a very fupcrioi character to the 
generality of falhionable young ladies of her 
age, any guefts introduced by this darling 
fon might be affured of their mpft cordial 

welcome. 
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welcome. Every hourftcmed a day in their 
calculations from the moment they received 
Clement's letter, till Watfon, who had 
preceded the carriage from Bedaride, rode 
into the court of the fpacious hotel they, 
had engaged for their habitation during 
their refidence at Avignon, to announce the 
approach of his Lord j they thought it too de- 
licate to a(k any queftions, except refpe^ing 
their (bn's health, which the valet, according 
to the orders he had received, reprefented, ' 
in general terms, as very good. - , 

* 

Their impatience increafed as the diftance 
feemed to lefien between them and their 
idolized Clement, v/ho was hardly fufFered to 
alight before he was received in the extended 
arms of the venerable Marquis, and welcomed 
by the tears of his afFedlionate mother. 

/ 

Meredith met with a fcarcely lefs cordial 

\ reception ; he was indeed dearer to them 

than ever, from the predileftion he had dif- 

played in favour of their fon from the fir ft 

moment 
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moment he had feen him. Their rapture hav- 
ing abated, they began to fear their fon.had had 
a rclapfe during their reparation, as he did 
not look fo well as when they parted. He 
did not deny having been ill, but protefted 
Jie was perfeftly recovered ; and, as a proofi 
declared himfelf very hungry. 

Various rtfrefliments were inftantly pro- 
duced, and Maria was fent for, who greeted 
. her father's ears with the found of papa, and 
could even run to meet him. Lady Ormond 
then enquired where the ladies were Clement 
had taught her to expeft, and learned they 
were upon the road, and might be expefted 
to dinner. 

As it became abfolutely neceffary to ac- 
count for the addition their party had re- 
ceived, Clement cautioufly and briefly recapi- 
tulated every thing that had befel him from 

4 

the moment of his arrival in Switzerland; con- 
cluding by obferving that he muft ever con- 
fider Lady Augufta Cameron, and Clara 

di 
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di St. Atnori as having favcd his life, Indecc 
it was peculiarly fortunate the Friar had ad- 
drcffcd him by his former name, which Lad] 
Augufta chanced to recolleft, ..having bcei 
intimate with him during his childhood, anc 
had therefore felt doubly anxious" to refcw 
him from his imjiending fate. The ban 
idea that thefe young ladies had been acccf- 
fery to their fon's efcape from the Monaftcrf 
of St. Mary fufficed to render both the 
Marquis and Marchionefs their ftaund 
friends. They would undertake to brini 
Lord Greville to hear reafon, and to provide 
for the gay Clara. 

All that now remained to be done was to pu* 
nifh the wretched Baronefs and her vile accom* 
plices as rigoroufly as their manifold crime 
required. The Marquis would immediate]' 
confult with the Vice Legate, or Governor o 
the Town, who, being a Cardinal, would b 
able to advife him how to proceed with th 
Friar s and he would alfo apply to the Britill 
Ambaflfador at the Sardinian Court. O 

obtaininj 
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>btaining jufticc. and ample revenge, there 
iici not remain a doubt; but when they con- 
Sdered the two almoft miraculous efcapes their 
idolized fon had fo recently had, their hearts 
Ofcrflowed with gratitude to the Giver of all 
goodnels, while they fliuddered to reflect, 
but for the divine interpofition in his favour, 
what their fufferings might have been. The 
Marquis would write a letter of thanks to the 
kind Mr, Mavnard, and the Marchionefs 
fhould confide Clara di St. Amori as her 
daugjhter. She would alfo reconcile Lord 
Grcville to the fair Augufta. Indeed her 
gratitude towards thefe amiable girls, Mere- 
dith, and Monvcl, whom fhe was farisfied 
would not have refted till they had fathomed' 
the iniquitous defigns of the Baronefs, could 
only be equalled by the joy (he felt upon 
beholding her fon once more in fafety. 

The moment the other carriage drove 
into the court, Ihe ran out, followed by the 
Marquis and the young men, to welcome the 
fair travellers, whom Ibe embraced with a 

VOL. IV. F degree 
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degree of cordiality, fo cxpreflivc of her joy 
to lee them, that Lady Augufta's fine eyes 
overflowed, and even Clara's gliftened to 
find herfelf thus kindly received. Nor was 
Monvcl forgot, who felt himfelf more than 
ever interefted for the elegant fon as he be- 
came more acquainted with thcfe truly 
amiable parents. 

i 

Jeannette had taken Maria from her &- 
ther, as he crofled the hall to receive the laft* ^ 
comers, who all felt themfelves perfeftly at J 
home in the courfe of a quarter of an hourTf 
at the expiration of which time, they wefC' 
fummoned to dinner, during which the con- 
verfation was very general, and particularly 

gay- 

Clara made many droll remarks upo 
their journey j and even Lady Augufta 
natural diffidence did not prevent her frc 
mixing in the converfation, as flie felt herf 
much more at her eafe in Lady Ormor 
prelcncc. The ladies retired foon after 
3 dc 
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cflcrt was put upon the table, and had 

carccly' reached the faloon before Lady 

^aria w^, according to the ufual cuftom, 

oroug^t to her grandmother. Jeannctte 

fat her down at the door, and retreated as 

[bon as flic reached the Marchionefs's knee, 

B^ho, with a cheerful fmile, begged leave to 

introduce her grand-daughter to the young 

ladies' notice'; adding, " If fhe was able, my 

iniiable young friends, Ihe would return you 

herfincere thanks for the intereft'you took in 

hcrfather's fafcty, as Ihe is doatingly fond of 

pipa, whom the Marquis and myfelf think 

flit rcfembles. May Heaven forbid her ever 

refcmbling her wretched mother in any re- 

fpcft except her features, and may the law 

feonfree my fon from fuch a difgrace to her 

As Meredith had forefeen, the conclufion 
^f this ipecch reconciled Lady Augufta to 
^c difcovery flie had made from the begin- 
^^g ; and Ihe felt a fecrct plcafure in caref- 
fi^g the beautiful offspring of her beloved 

F 2 Clement. 
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Clement. To queftion the Marchioncfi, 
fhe would have deemed highly indelicate. — 
Indeed, what fhe had overheard in the Con- 
vent was now fully explained : the Earl, had 
avowed a defire to be legally feparated from 
the lady he had expcfted to meet, who was 
of courfe his wife ; and his defign appeared 
to be fandlioned by his parents. — She won- 
dered what could have induced this vile wor 
man to difown their marriages and fiOl 
more, how Ihe, or any one, could wilh t$ 
take the life of fuch a man. Jj^. 

■ 

The Marchionefs broke in upon her it- 
fleftions by entering into a fhort detail (he 
thought rather necejQTary, to prevent her foil's 
charafter from fufFering in the eftimation of 
the young friends. 

' Lady Augufta's emotion, during her re- 
cital, perfeftly accounted for the part flie had 
taken in endeavouring to facilitate Clement's 
efcape from the power of Father Benedict, 
and rendered the beautiful girl dearer to her 

- than 
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than before. When (he had concluded her 
i very brief narrative concerning Madame de 
F Grand- Pre, fhe faid, " You were acquainted 
' "with my fon in his youth, my young friend, 

1 think he told me ?" 

f We were very near neighbours, my 

Lady* My grandmother was particularly 
' food of the Earl when he was a boy. She 

frequently obferved flie did not think he had 
i hiB equal in point of temper -, no doubt, at 
P (bat age, I often put it to the proof. As I 
' grew up, I feldom law his Lordfhip ; but per- 
' ft£Jdy recolleded his name upon hearing it 

(b unexpectedly pronounced in the Monaftery 

of St. Mary." 

The Marchionefs dwelt with truly mater- 
nal fondnefs upon his noble behaviour to- 
wards the Baronefs, the fhock her defertion 
had given lum, and the incidents which had 
led to the difcovery of their relationfhip : — 
and Lady Augufta felt fo interefted in her 
difcourfe, that ftie was almoft forry the 
entrance of the gentlemen terminated her 

F 3 ftory ', 
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ftory ; y^t thought Clement never looked to 
greater advantage than when nurfing hisr in- 
fant daughter, who haftened to meet him, 
cxultingly repeating papUy and motioning to 
kifs him. 

Monvel had retired to the apartment al- 
lotted him, to draw up a fhort cafe concern- 
ing the manner in which Clement had been 
decoyed into the Monaftery — the ftepS Me- , 
redith and himfelf had taken in confequencc 
of his detention — how, and with whom \A , 
had made his efcape ; which was to be fiib- 
mitted in confidence to the Cardinal Vice 
Legate, who, the fteward affirmed, had mir 
limited power over the fons and daughters of 
the Church (as they were ftyled) of every na- 
tion, and might poffibly be able to cite Ma-i 
dame de Grand- Pre to his tribunal as being 
the inftigator of the ConfefTor and Abbefs. 

To bring her forward in any way, was be- 
come fo ferious an objeft, that the Marquis 
had determined, if the Vice Legate did not 

feem 
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ficm likely to interfere with fuceefs, to ap* 
ply,^ without lois of time, to the Sardinian 
Courtj and the Sovereign Council of Berne, 
to order her immediate confinement, as 
he hardly conceived his fon.in fafety while 
She continued at large. 

Meredith, having paid his devoirs to his 
iafimt coufin, and prefented her with feveral 
fitgmt toys he had, conjointly with her fa- 
AeTi purchafed for her amufement, enquired 
ilfiether there were many Englifh then at 
Avignon. 

•* Some few,** replied the Marquis ; ^^ but 
wc have neither been much out, nor feen 
much company fince our arrival here. The 
Earl and Countefs of Harold have taken 
their tea with us once. I met his Lordfhip 
at the Caftle ; and, hearing my name, he in- 
troduced himfelf to me as the brother of 
Lady Diana Parry, and informed me he had 
feen you, young gentlemen, at Paris. Her 
Ladyfhipj I am afraid, is only come here to 

F 4 pay 
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pay the debt of nature, though he hopes the 
invigorating breezes of the Sobth will reflx)rc 
I^er debilitated frame ; but I am afraid a (hort 
time will convince him of the fallacy of his 
expeftations." 

" I proteft it had flipped my memory,'* 
faid the Marchionefs, *^ but I cxpeft them 
this very evening : " the Countefs has been 
a moft beautiful, and is ftill a very intercft- 
ing woman. I fear fhe has difcovered, too 
late, that ftie has united herfelf to a man in- 
capable of making any woman happy. I wa% 
very much ftruck with her the firft time I 
faw her; and though 1 believe the Earl 
wilhes her to recover, ftill he is very dcfi* 
cient in point of real manly tendernefs ; and 
nothing that he does, even when he Teems 
moft to wilh to oblige her,, bears the ftamp 
of genuine feeling: his attentions do not pro- 
ceed from the heart. I hope I am not very 
uncharitable ; but I do think Ihe only owes 
the fort of forced politenefs, with which be 
now treats her, to her having it in her power 
to difpofe of fomething confidfjrable at her 

death 
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death. Remember this is mere conje6lure, as 
lam totally unacquainted with her circumftan' 
CCS i but fhe feems fo earneft to cultivate my 
&ieiid(hip3 that I think fhe rather wifhes to 
confiik me about the difpofal of her property. 
She gave me a fort of half hint to that purpofe 
the laft time I faw her ; but it is a matter In 
which I cannot, with any propriety, inter- 
fere/^ 

*^ We learned fhe was ill at Paris," re- 
JQined Meredith y " and I tiiought then there 
was very little cliance of her recovery, being 
pretty v/ell acquainted with the chdradlcr of 
her unprincipled Lord. But how could a 
fcnfible, rich, and handfoQie womiin make fo 
prepoflerous a choice ?" t 

" I can't fee any thing fo extraordinary in 
what I am more apt to confider as her mis- 
fortune, than as any lapfe of judgment," faid 
the Marquis. — " Lord Harold is a remark- 
ably fine figure, and in every fenfe of the 
word, a truly handfome man. His education, 
and the company he was early introduced 
into, have given him other advantages 5 and 

F 5 I dare 
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1 dare fay he appeared a very defirable lotrcr. 
Once married, he probably threw oflF tfac 
mafk ; and, in endeavouring to break his 
wife's fpirit, feems to have nearly broken her 
heart. I almoft wifti Lady Ormond and my- 
felf could fo far interfere between them as to 
procure her a feparate maintenance, as I 
think {he now entertains a fentiment border- 
ing on averfion for his Lordfhipj but for 
almoft total ftrangers to meddle between inan 
and wife is next to an impoflibility, though 
I never yet felt pity without a wi(h to relieve 
the fufFerer. But there is a great deal to be 
faid on both fides in this cafe, though I 
don't doubt but Lord Harold deceived hep 
in many very eflcntial points ; ftill we muft 
fuppofe (he once loved him, or (he would 
have been more particular in her enquiries 
concerning his morals, &c. ; for upon thc(c 
more than his fortune, her happinefs depend- 
cd. Therefore I think, inftead of (inking 
under the difappointment (he has experien- 
ced, (he had better have endeavoured to re- 
claim the man (he muft have chofen -, for no 

patents 
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parents would have advifed (uch a match. 
But it is near eight o'clock ; I wonder they 
make it (b late." 

*' My friend and I are fo little drefled," 
laid Lady Augufta ; " and though I am not 
conlcious of ever having fcen Lord Harold, 
ftiU •* 

** I underftand all you would fay, my 
dear young friend," interrupted the Mar- 
cluonefs 5 *^ and at prefent it might be as 
well if you were not introduced to any 
ftrangers. I truft 1 fhall foon have Lord 
Greville's permiflion to confider you as my 
ward during his embaffy ; — but, till we hear 
from him, we won't take any fteps he would 
be likely to difapprove ; and prcfenting you 
to any pcrfon under a feigned name, might 
not meet his approbation. Your friend and 
you (hall therefore drink your tea in the next 
foom, (hould our expefted vifiters favour us 
with their company ; but it is very pofllble 
her Ladylhip may be worfe, or they may 
have heard our fon is arrived 5 — they knew we 

F 6 expcfted 
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expefted him ; ftill I think they would have 
let us known, had they akered their minds." 

*^ I hope they don't mean to difappaint 
me fo cruelly,'* faid Meredith; " I have 
been prodigioufly curious to fee Lady Ha- 
rold from the moment I learned his Lord- 
fliip's marriage ; and fince you. Marquis, 
profefs to take fo much intercft in her fate, I 
^m become more anxious than ever to form 
my opinion of the lady/* 

Clement, who continued at play with his 
daughter, fcldom joined in the converfation : 
he was carrying her backwards and forwards 
upon his fhoulder; and whenever he at- 
tempted to flop, ftie called out, as well as (he 
was able, "More, more." The Marchionefs 
feared he would fatigue himfelf, and was 
going to ring for Jeannette, when the folding 
doors, which led into the faloon, were opened, 
and Lord and Lady Harold were announced, 

Clement, whohadjuft reached the fire-^ 
place, turned round, and was going to fet the 

child 
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child down ; but (he put her arms round his 
neck, and refufed to leave her hold, clofely 
hugging, and repeatedly calling him papa — 
a word that (he found had hitherto pro- 
cured her every indulgence (he defired. He 
was therefore (landing in this pofture, unable 
to di(cngage himfelf from her, when the 
Countefs of Harold (lopped direftly oppofite 
to him. Their eyes remained rivetted upon 
each other for feveral feconds y till Maria,, not 
. feeling' he rfelffupported as before, clung ftill 
clofer to papa, and made him remember he 
had (lackened his hold i but his emotion ren- 
dered him incapable of attending to her en- 
dearments, upon recognizing, though fcarcely 
the fliadow of her former felf, her mother in 
the wife of Lord Harold. 

Altered as (he was, a fecond glance placed 
her identity beyond a doubt i and haftily dif- 
cngaging the lovely infent's arms from round 
his neck, he put her down ; but had not fet 
her upon her feet before the Baronefs, having 
made a fort of feeble effort to catch the child 

from 
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from him> funk fenfelefs on the carpet be&rc 
any one could prevent her fell. 

Lord Harold, who ftood rather in the back-' 
ground, having been too much ftruck by the 
evident alteration Clement's countenance had 
undergone, even to attempt to fave her, the 
Marchionels Iprung forward to affift in raifing 
her, which Lord Harold and Meredith in* 
ftantly did between them, and placed her 
upon a large fofa. 

The young ladies, who were upon the 
point of retiring when the Baronefs fainted, 
now ran to her affiftance 5 and the Marchionels 
rang the bell for hartfliorn, water, vola- 
tiles, &c. ; while Clement, inftantaneoufly 
recovering from the momentary emotion he 
had experienced, with glowing cheeks, and 
looks fully expreffive of his internal rage, 
haftily whilpering Lord Harold to follow 
him, left the room. Hardly knowing what 
he did, he complied with his requefl*. 

Meredith, 



\ 



SLLESMBRE. Ill 

Meredith, who was fcarccly left bewildered 
than his former friend, hardly knew to what 
taattribute their fudden retreat ; nor whether 
he ought to remain where he was, or follow 
Acir example. A moment's refleftion in- 
duced him to do the latter ; the man-fervant, 
who had anfwered the bell, having been or- 
dered bv the Marchionefs to fend her wo- 
men, which he confidcred as a hint for him 
to withdraw. 

During the few feconds he had taken to 
decide, Clement h^d run' down flairs, fol- 
k>wed by his unconfcious rival, into the room 
he had firft entered upon his arrival ; and 
after fattening the door, had flown to the 
chimney-piece, where he had depofitcd his 
travelling piftols. They were prepared for 
aAion \ he prefented them to Lord Harold, 
to take his choice, faying, " You are a vil- 
lain, my Lord ; therefore prepare to defend 
what can admit of no apology !" 

" What the devil does all this mean ?'* 
alked the aftonifhcd, but undaunted Peer. 

"I repeat 
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" I repeat my words, Lord Harold/' faid 
Clement, with increafing vehemence, "you 
are a villain!" 

Meredith^ who had that monient reached 
the door, hearing Clement's apoftrophe, and 
finding himfclf bolted out, gave the lock. 
fuch a wrench, that he inftantly burft it 
open, and ru(hed between the gentlemen, 
crying out, " For God*s fake, what are you 
about ? Is this a time, or a proper place to 
fettle difputes?'* 

Lord Harold, ftill holding the piftol he 
had taken, replied, " You are very right, 
Edwin ; and may I be d ■ - d if I know any 
more than you do what I ftand accufcd of T* 

" Scoundrel V* retorted the enraged Cle- 
ment, " would you dare to deny having in- 
troduced the infamous woman up ftairs as 
your wife to Lady Ormond ?" 

" Why, look ye, my Lord, though fhe 
certainly is my wife, I won't take upon mc 
to vouch for her chaftityj yet, believe me, 
I had no intention to afFro'nc Lady Ormond in 

the 
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"?^ way you fcem to hint ; though the grofs 
[ ^guage you have made ufe of hardly " en- 
ttucd you to fo candid an explanation ; and 
perhaps it would only have been treating you 
as you defcrve, had I taken advantage of your 
wgc." 

** Surely,* my dear friend/' faid Meredith, 
falling into the fame error, " you have been 
too precipitate. Lord Harold certainly was 
not aware the lady in queftion was an impro- 
per companion for Lady Ormond." 

*5 1 did not call you down ftairs to difplay 
your wit, but your courage. Lord Harold ; 
you muft know the woman who has forfeited 
her charafter by bearing your name, is my 
wife. Do I make myfelf clear, vile feducer ? 
Stand off, Meredith, and let me either rid the 
world of a villain, orlofe my life in the at- 
tempt, — Fire, my Lord !'* 

in aftonifhment, which rendered them both 
mute for feveral feconds, the Earl and Me-» 
rcdith regarded Clement, when the former 
exclaimed, " Is Lord EUcfmere really in his 
fcnfcs, Edwin ?" 

"No 
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'^ No doubt, my Lord. What have you 
iay in anfwer to bis accuiation ?*' 

'^ That I never fuppoicd, ib help me^ 
God ! the lady up ftairs was any other man's^ 
wife ; and I muft requelt Lord £llcfmere= 
would repeat his words.'* 

" Moft readily, my Lord. — The lady^ 
who fainted upon recognizing a hufband (he 
has not only injured in the tendereft points 
but even twice attempted to murder, is Lady 
EUefmere. The little girl you law me have 
in my arms, is her daughter. But is it pof- . 
fible you can be in ignorance of the Baronefs 
de Grand-Pre's former engagements, oi^ of 
her very late attempt either to murder, or 
confine me for life ?*' 

** It is not only poffible. Lord EUefmere, 
but, as God is my judge, it b true, I never 
entertained even a fufpicion that any other 
man had a prior claim of fuch a nature upon 
her : and as for conniving at any of die 
attempts you mention^ by Heavens I be- 
lieve I (hould have put a piftol to her head, 
had (he dared to have made me Co in&mous a 

propofal ! ' 
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propofal ! I can conceive you thought your- 
ielf authorized to brand me with the dilgrace- 
ful epithets you have not fcruplcd to ufc 5 and 
I (hall think myfelf entitled to that fatisfec- 
tton you were fo ready to feek, if you are not 
as feady to declare you were too hafty in your 
cxpreflions, as I am, that I have very inno- 
cently, and very unintentionally, injured you 
with rcfpedt to Madame de Grand- Pre/* 

" I was to blame, my Lord,'* iaid Cle- 
ment ; " I ought to have been more certain 
of your guilt before I permitted pallion to get 
the better of my reafon.'* -^ 

• *^ Suffer me now then,"' faid Meredith, 
/* to put thefe deadly Weapons on one- fide/* 

Clement, readily refigning his piftol, flung 
himfelf into the nearefl chair, to collect his 
fcattered fenfes. 

Lord Harold laid his upon the table, ex- 
claiming, " I begin .to believe wonders will 
never ceafe 5 for I fwear, if your Lordfhip had 
not known the precious jade's maiden name> 

^ 1 fhould 
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I fhould even now have been tempted, 
think you had been miftaken : though 
thought you knew her, by God ! from th 
alteration your countenance underwent in thi 
faloon ; and 'tis pretty clear fhe knew you 
Perdition feize the whole fex ! I have ofte 
fwore I would never marry j — this was cer 
tainly a judgment upon me : — an EngUfli 
woman dared not h'ave gone fuch length 
And, by way of concealing her infamy, fii 
has endeavoured, your Lordlhip thinks, t 
fend you to your long home ? However 
fairh, ftie muft, in that cafe, have had recourfi 
to fome private agents, for fhe has neve 
quitted me fince we married 5 and, by my 
foul, fhe met me more than halfway, ancL 
never gave me to underftand fhe had evea 
had an offer before." * 

He was running on in this way, when the 
Marquis, who, out of delicacy, had retired 
into an adjoining apartment with his littte 
grand -daughter, whom he had immediately 
configned to the care of Jeanne tte, wondering 

where 
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where the young men were, who, he pre- 
fumed, had withdrawn from fimilar motives, 
came to feek them, and unavoidably heard 
Ibme of Lord Harold's inveftives as he 
defcended the flairs. 

The forced lock, and the ftrange fituation 
in which he found them, added to what he 
had overheard, made him haftily demand, 
" What has happened ?** 

« Wliy, your fon, my Lord Marquis, has 
difcovercd the mother of his daughter in the 
lady I brought here about a quarter of an 
hour ago ; and but for Mr. Meredith, fhe 
would probably have bt:en the occafion of 
cither his or my death." 

Horror had the fame effeft upon the vene- 
rable old man as aftonifhment had had upon 
Lord Harold and Meredith a few minutes 
before. The piftols, which now laid upon 
the table, and the Baronefs's fit, were too 
ftrong ^ confirmation of what Lord Harold 
Jiad advanced, to allow him to doubt. 

Before 
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Before he could fpeak, Clement, who had 
ftarted up upon his entrance, requefted h« 
would not alarm himfclf. Lord Harold hac 
affured him he was perfeftly ignorant of Ma- 
dame de Grand -Pre's former engagements 
therefore the animofity he had, for a moment 
felt towards that Nobleman, had quite fub 
fided. — " And what is there, my dear father, ' 
he proceeded, ^* more in this difcovery thar 
I have been long prepared to expeft ? I 'was 
certain I had a rival, though I did not know 
it was Lord Harold ; I fhall now find no dif- 
ficulty in eftablilhing a divorce. Madame dc 
Grand- Pre's motives forwifhingto get rid of 
me are obvious, and I blame her more than 
ever for having hadrecourfe to fuch infamous 
fchemes ^ when fhe muft have known, from 
what I told the Dubois's, that my only wifh 
was to obtain a legal feparacion. All that 
aftonifhes me is, that iTie fhould chufe to vifit 
here, knowing too that I was expeftcd. 

" Why,^that puzzles me as much as it does 
your Lordfhip,'* cried Lord Harolds " but 
you were' certainly married to the chaftc lady 

before 
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' * before you bore your prefent titfe ; and that 
rcfolvcsthe myftery ; — for I would v.enture to 
fwear (he did not know Lord Ellefmere was 
^r hulband, any more than you did that Lady 
Harold was your wife." 
^* So indeed itfhould feem," faid the Mar- 
j quis : " yet how, in that cafe, could fhe have 
^ inveigled you into the Convent of St. Mary, 

my fon?" 

J ^^ There is a poflibility fhe is innocent of 

that and the former attempt to deftrQy me,'* 

replied Clement. — " Thole Dubois's may 

' *have thought (he was not fufficiently in their 

!''po\ver while I lived : let us hear what fhe 

I, has to fay in her own juftifi cation in that re- 

' ^<5l. As to how, where, or when fhe con- 

nc<5\ed herielf with Lord Harold, is not worth 

^^^uiring into, (ince his Lordfhip conceived 

her at liberty to difpofe of her hand." 

' ** Otherwife, my Lord, I had never ofFercd 

[ her mine. I was in no humour to commence 

i ^ri amour i I wanted a rich wife, and hoped 

\ * had met with one j — therefore I leave you 

\ ^^ judge whether 1 fhould have trefpafTcd 

upon 
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upon another man's propertyi I oVertoi 
the jade five miles from Geneva, abc 
this time twelvemonth. Her carriage h 
met with an accident, and I rendered m 
felf of fervice to her: thus our acquaintar 
began. I won't pretend to fay 1 did not pr 

fefs a d d deal more love than I felt : 

fiifEce it to fay, I met with much lefs d 
ficulcy than I expefted. 'We were marri 
at a fmall village in Switzerland, in prelen 
of her confidential friend, then Mademoife 
Denefir, now Madame Dubois, and tl: 
lady's admirer J and then fct out for German 
it being neceflary. The deceitful jade to 
me to keep our marriage a fecret j becaul 
bv her father's will, fne was to forfeit h 
cftate if flie married a foreigner: it w 
therefore difpofed of previous to our unio 
to evade the penalty j and more than tv 
thirds of the money remain yet unpaid.- 
How your Lordfhip came to leave her 
liberty to play the fool, as fhe has done, y< 
beft know/' 
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*^ Your Lordfliip*s candour/* replied Cle-* 
tienc^ *^ demands a fimilar returq» particu- 
arly after the unguarded warmth I difplayedin 
he commencement of our con verfation." He 
hen briefly related when and where he was 
Darried j where his daughter was born ; why 
h.c Baronefs had retained her maiden name; 
he circumftance that had recalled him to 
England ; the difappointment hei had expe- 
icnced previous to thedifcovery of his birth; 
ihdthe leading events rcfpcfting the Baronefs, 
hat had occurred from that moment, down to 
:hc prefent time ; concluding by hoping the 
Dubois's had gone further than their inftruc- 
ions, and repeating his determination to fuc 
mmediatcly for a divorce, which, once ob- 
ained, would leave Lord Harold at liberty to 
renew his engagements/' 

" Why, (he will certainly ftill be a rich 
vonian, my Lord," replied that Nobleman; 

* but may I be d d if (he ever legally 

}ears my name ! for poor as I am, I would 
)0t knowingly connedl myfelf with fuch a 
kceitful, unprincipled being, I have long 

VOL., IV. G thought 
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thought there was fome precious lecret be 
tween her and thofe vile Dubois's, who, 
believe, have made her pay pretty dear ft 
keeping her counfel, and who, I alfo believe 
took upon themfelves to' rid her of youjx 
Lordfhip, becaufe they moft likely thougFi 
you would deprive them of the wages of the 
iniquity. I ground my conjedlures upon thff 
Earonefs's abfolute ignorance of your prefcnC 
rank ; but let us hear what (he has got to {kf 
in her own defence. I fuppofe fhc has come 
to herfelf by this time ; her fit was only a 
little female artifice to defer the explanations 
fhe forefaw mult take place ; and as for her 
declining health, I think it may fafely be 
placed to the fcore of her bad confcience i— 
;jind certainly, if any thing'could have made 
her fenfible of remorfe, it mull have been the 
fight of her hufband and infant daughter. 
But come, Lord Ellefmere, I am anxious, you 
fliould hear her acknowledge how much fhc 
deceived me. You have behaved like a man 
of honour throughout this iniquitous bufincis, 
and I am defirous tQ convince you I have not 

foi^iced 
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brfcited my claim to that title, notwithftand- 
[ng- I have fo unconfcioufly become your , 
lival in the affedtions of this difgrace to her 
rex/* ' 

^^ I don't doubt your word. Lord Harold, 
sonfequently believe you innocent of any wil- 
Ril intention to injure me ; but I have no wiffx 
eo hold any converfation with the lady in 
queftion. Her fteward, a moft excellent 
man, accompanied me to Avignon, it having 

been my intention to force her to come for- 
ward. I fhall not nosV be under that necef- 
fity y but he fliall, previous to my taking any 
Heps to free mj^fclf legally from fuch a dif- 
graceful connexion, draw up and witnefs my 
abfolute renunciation of every Ihilling of that 
fortune flie Teems to have been fo anxious to 
withhold from me and her daughter, that (he 
may be at liberty, to difpofe of it as fhe thinks 
proper-i — it may ferve to fupporther agents 
in the prifon, which will probably foon be- 
come their afylum.** 

'* Well but, my Lord, I fhould wifh you 
would hear wiiat this fWeet creature has to fay 

G 2 - - for 
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for hcrfelf in my prcfencc/' faid Lord 
Harold. 

*' I had rather becxcufed, my Lord," re- 
plied Clement. — " My father or my friien 
will, I am fure, be my reprefentative j th 
former will then be able to decide how I 
ought to proceed in this intricate buGnefs. — 



Mr. Monvel is in his own room ; there yo 
will find me, (hould my prqfcnce be required s 
but I requeft, my dear Sir (turning to his 
father) you would a<5l for me ; do me the fa- 
vour to hear the Baronefs's own defence o£' 
her conduft, and decide accordingly.* If it 'is 
neccflary fhe (hould be confronted with thofe 
Dubois's, Father Benedift, or. the Abbefs of 
St. Mary, ihe ought perhaps to be detained ^ 
if not, I entreat fhe may be left at liberty to 
do as Ihe pleafes, and go where Ihe likes,"^ 
leavino: the room as he concluded. 

General filence prevailed for a few minutes 
after his departure. The Marquis was de- 
termined, at all events, not to lofc fight of the 
Baronefs till her accomplices^ or perha{)s^ 

more 
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more properly, confidential friends, were 
brought to juftice : — fhe might be innocent of 
a defign to murder her hufband> but Ihe had 
dill crimes of no fmall magnitude to anfwer 
lor J he therefore felt himfelf juftified in de- 
taining her. 

- Lord Harold fat revolving whether he 
Ihould or Ihould not renew thofe engage- 
xnents which had hitherto been neither .pro- 
fitable nor honourable. A moment's reflec- 
^on convinced him this no longer depended 
^pon himfelf i the Baroncfs was now too well 
sicquaintcd with his real chara(5ler and his for- 
did motives, to accept him again, admitting 
ihe was at liberty on the morrow : he thpre- 
ibre fbon decided what conduA to adopt, and 
xequefted the Marquis would accompany him 
into the faloon. The excellent old man 
would have firft fent to know if the ladies 
could admit them ; but the Earl fwore this 
was no rime to ftand upon female punftilio, 
therefore led the way. Meredith chofe to 
join Clement and Monvel. 

03 The 
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The Baronels was ftill laying upon the fof. 
Jurroundcd by the three ladies and the Ma 
chionefs's two women, who were all bufil 
though hitherto vainly, employed in ende 
vouring to reftore her to her fenfes. 



Lady t)rmond was giving orders to fe 
for the phyfician who attended her urx - 
fortunate gueft, when the two gentlemen 
i^red. The Earl, in a peremptory ton 
forbade the order. — " Let her die; /tis th^ 
, bed thing that can befal her, fo pray leav'^ 
her alone, ladies ; though I dare fay this ft ^ 
is only thus prolonged to avoid accountin 
for her prudent conduft/* 

Indignation was vifible in every fe- 
male countenance; while the Marchioncfi, 
in the accent of furprife, faid, ^' You can't ^c 
ferious, Lord Harold ! But I chufe to have 
proper advice for my own fatisfaftion. — Dif- 
patch one of the footmen for Dr. Gaftaldi, 
this moment, Warner." 

"I ftand 
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** I ftand correflcd, my Lady ; for I cer- 
tainly had no right to difpute your orders in 
y oil r own houfe, nor ftill lefs to interfere with 
your precious daughter-in-law." 

if 

■ Every eye was turned upon the feeling 
Orator, and every countenance, the Marquis's 
. Excepted, difplayed wonder and incredulity 
'^leiided with horror, 

■ X 

•* My Lord IV exclaimed the nearly 
'^''eathlefs Marchionefs. 

*^ It is but too true, my love," faid the 
^^arquis, *' chough I wifh Lord Harold had 
*^^en lei's abrupt in his communication. He 
^^^^ been as much*' 'that miferable woman s 
Mupe as our fon, who will now have no dif- 
• ficulty in procuring legal redrefs for his nu- 
merous grievances ; — fend, therefore, for a 
phyfician, and let no means be omitted to 
rcftore her to her recolleftion, that we may 
be enabled to unravel the web ot iniquity in 
which our beloved Clement has been fo fre- 
quently entangled." 

G 4 The 
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The Marchionefs, wholly unprepared 
fuch a difcovcry, had thrown herfclf into t 
ncarcft chair, and was only faved from feii 
ing by the timely applications of falts, z 
hartfhorn and water. 

Lady Augufta, fcarccly lefs fhockcd, w 
difficulty concealed her own emotion, wh 
adminiftering volatiles to Lady Ormond. 

Clara, unable to comprehend the occafi 
of this frelh difturbance, ftood looking rou 
her in filent amaze. The invalid was, j 
the moment, utterly forgotten, till the Mi 
chionefs, rather recovering, was the firft 
renew her endeavours to recover the m 
guided Baronefs ; obferving the length of h 
fit was but too well accounted for, and tl 
fhe much doubted whether fhe would c\ 
recover. 

" I think it is fcarcely to be wilhed f 
fhould,'* faid Lord Harold ; " her death w 
fave Lord Ellefmere a vaft- deal of troub 

ai 
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and cxpence, as her infamy will then be con- 
fisned to oblivion, as well as herfelf/* 

•^ Injured as my ionyyou are fenfible, feels 
Wmlelfi Lord Harold," replied the Marquis, 
'* I, am certain his fentiments do not cofncide 
Vrith your's. However, as there feems no 
likelihood of the Baronefs being able, for 
fomc time, to enter upon her defence, let us 
leave her once more to the care of thefe 
ladies,*' leading the way into an adjoining 
dravring-room, where tea being ordered, he 
^as foon joined by Clement^ Meredith, and 
- Monvcl, who all agreed that nothing could be 
decided upon till it was feen whether the Ba- 
roncfs recovered the fhock Ihe had under- 
gone. 



.« 
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CHAP. V. 

VV HILE the gentlemen are debatii'^ 
upon this ftrangc difcovery, and the ladi^^^^ 
arc trying to recover the vidlim of her ow^-^ 
conduft, we will return to the moment Q\c^ "" 
ment parted with his wife at Chamberry, 

For the laft fix months Mademoifellc \it -^ 
nefir had determined, whenever the Baronef^ 
returned into Switzerland, to prevent, ifpol^"^ 
fible. Tier again rejoining the unportioii-^ 
cd Davenport. His unexpefted fummon^ 
to England promifed to facilitate her plan ; — 
flie had long forefcen that the cftatcs, 
once difpofed of, Madame de Grand-Prc 
would nO/ longer have the fame unliniitcd 
power fl c had hitherto held over her large 
fortune, and that fhe Ihould probably he foon 

difmiffed 
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fled from her prelent enviable fituation, 
c fuffercd the hufband and wife to meet 
/I according to their appointment. By 
of forwarding her iniquitous fcheme, 
began, the moment they left Chamberry, 
X)int out to the Baroncfs the abfolute ne- 
fity there was for her veftingj^ whatever 
•ney arofe from the faleofhereftatesiri the 
"xds of proper truHees for her own and fe- 
Ciite ufe during her life, and to fecure it to 
*• children in cafe of her death. To put 
y power into the hands of the plebeian fcl- 
'Vv (he had honoured with her hand, would 
- little fhort of madncfs. — Candid and frank 
the Baronefs always contended he had 
^^wn himfelf, he evidently had his fecrcts ; 
^ ft why have been To refcrved refpevfting his 
-riglifh letters ? and what bufinefs of import- 
nce could have fo abruptly recalled a- man of 
\o fortune, no family, and v;ho had fre- 
^uently declared himfclf almoft friendlefs ? 
rhatletcer was evidently intended forliis wife's 
jerufal ; and he could, had he choie, have 
icknowledged why he was thus ftrangcly 

G 6 fumnioned. 
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fummoned. The paft was unfortunately not 
to be recalled, but the future depended Upon, 
the Baronefs. 

^ I believe you mean me well/' replied 
Madame de Grand-Pre ; ^^ but as to per— 
fuadingjaie that Davenport is an intereftcd or 
a dangerous man, you will not find that a verjr 
eafy tafk : he does not wilh me to give up 
the power I ftill hold. Pleafc to remember, 
he might have taken upon himfelf to di(pofe 
of my eftatcs 5 inftead of which, fuch is his 
confidence in my love and prudence, that he 
leaves ^me as much my own miftrcfs as if I 
had never given him my hand. If he was 
but a man of family, I (hould glory in my 
choice, and confide r myfelf the happieft of 
women." 

** 1 have done, my dear friend — I have 
done ; Mr, Davenport fhall be a demi-god, 
if you pleafe; I will endeavour to fee him 
with your eyes, and to fancy he is the difin- 
tcrcftcd generous charaftcr you have drawn : 

at 
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at leafl: I will henceforward confine my 
doubts and fufpicions to my own bofom/* 
" Oh ! pray let me hear what they are, and 
: from whence they arife !" rejoined the Ba- 
ronefs. — ^^ Davenport can't be of lower ex- 
traftion, nor poorer, than he hi mfelf acknow- 
ledges— circumftances I may lament, but 
for which he can't be blamed. — Do you ftill 
fulpeft him to be a man of confcquence ?" 

*' No, upon my honour, my dear Ba- 
ronefs ; I only fufpeft he either was, if he is 
not, ftill kept by the Mrs. Davenport who 
brought him up. Nay, I pofitively can't 
help thinking but they are married." 

^^ Ridiculous ! TJpoA what can you found 
fo abfurd a fuppofitioa.'^" 

^* Upon that very difintereftednefs you 
extol to the Ikies, my credulous friend. — 
They have quarrelled, I dare fay, and arc 
perhaps fcparated for the prefent j but if he 
had been at abfolute liberty, I can't conceive 
he would, have confented to his late hondur- 
ablc connexion having been kept fo profound 
, a fccrct> nor to your taking upon yourfelf to 

dilpofc 
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difpofe of what, if he has no other engage 
ments, is literally become his own. You ha^ 
certainly made him fenron de Grand-Pre ;- 
he is no fool — has no fmall fhare of pride ;• 



therefore I can never believe he would hav^e 
fufFercd you to convert your family dormi ns 
into ready money, if he could publicly have 



aflcrtcd his right to them. 



>y 



This point was warmly debated by the 
Baronefs, who again repeated, with a figh, if 
Clement was a man of family, fhe (hould be 
the happieft of women. Mademoifelle De- 
ncfir felc fhe gained ground, and purfued her 
advantage. The offers the Baronefs had 
had, and might have had, were artfully can- 
valfcd over. The 'privileges annexed to 
l^obility, were next defcanted upon, whi.'c 
fhe continued to affirm that Davenport 
mull: have formed fome very fupcri: r 
connexion previous to his acquaintance 
with the Baronefs, clfe, poor and defli- 
tute as he doubdefs was, from whence 
/ came 
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■^amc the various elegant appendages to his 

dreis he fo frequently fported ? Befides, he 

certainly had money, and from whence could 

he be fuppHed ? She trufted her friend would 

foon difcoyer if ihe ever put her fortune in 

bis power ; and Ihe would Venture any wag^r 

he was now returned to his Engliih wife. 

She only hoped her friend would take time to 

confider before ihe trufted too implicitly to 

his wondrous gencrofity. Love concealed 

many failings ; Davenport certainly appeared 

fuperior to the common run of menial fer- 

vantsi but he made a woeful gentleman, and 

Was evidently very deficient inpointof fpiri: — 

a furc fign of a vulgar mind. — " You, my 

dear Baronefs,'* Ihe continued, " who might 

have matched with a Prince of the Empire, 

^re now, you muft acknowledge, afhamed of 

prefenting this elegant^ difmterejiedmdsi to your 

former friends.: — You muft therefore drop all 

your Swifs acquaintance i and I don't fee 

where you can form any others: for, admitting 

you have no rival to difpute the handfome 

footman with you, ftill no one of any fafliion 

6 in 
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in England will aflbciatc with a Ibldier's com- 
panion's baftard/' 

The Baronefs, nearly as angry with her — 
felf as her confidante, urged Clement's inti — 
raacy with Sir William Melvin, and the 
company he wasinat St. Cloud. 

'^ And fuppofc I fliould affirm the whole 
group were only valets apeing their matters,'* 
retorted the unabalhed confidante, — *' I (aw 
one of the party at Florence, and there made 
the difcoverv. To have mentioned it then 
would have been ufcleis ; you are now aC 
liberty to draw your own conclufions. I 
would only advife you to refleft upon this 
flargrant breach of veracity in your favourite 
Clement." 

The Baronefs, though ftaggered, remained 
unconvinced, when accident did more in her 
wily confidante's favour in five minutes, than 
her arguments would have done in a» many 
weeks. They were arrived within a few 

miles 
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Ics of Geneva, when, a fudden jolt broke 
t of the fprings of the coach, and greatly 
rxned the ladies. The poftillions, how- 
br, hadfcarcely flopped their horfes before 
gentleman galloped up, and very politely 
bred every affiftance in his power. He 
m handed the travellers out of their equi- 
gc,. which, upon infpeftion, had received 
> much damage to render it fefe to purfue 
-ir journey till they could be accommo- 
tcd with another. Their polite friend, 
-refore, aflifted the poftillions in placing it 
• the road fide i and having once more re- 
Ured the fair owner and her friend in it, as 
ing a more eligible fituation than remaining 
the middle of a dirty road, he fprung upon 
i horfe, and fet off full Ipeed to procure 
em Ibme other conveyance i affuring them 
^t he would do his utmoft endeavours to 
'event their being forced to ftop long with- 
c town. 

It has already been feveral times remarked, 
Ut there were few men to equal the Earl of 

Harold 
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Harold (whom chance had thus opportune I 
thrown in tlicirway)*, in point of figure j an 
though many ladies would have given th 
preference to Clement Davenport, thofc whi 
preferred the Hercules Farnefe to the ApoJJc 
Belviderey would have declared in favour o 
Lord Harold. 

" What ^n aftonifhing fine figure !*' ex- 
claimed Mademcifelle Denefir, as he receded 
from her fight i ^'and how fortunate, unattendeJ 
as we are (another of the blefled fruits* ol 
your having fo fl:rangely lowered yourfelf^ 
my dear Baronefs), this ftranger (hould have 
been fo near !'* 

'^ A dozen attendants would iiot have 
prevented our accident/* replied the Baroncfs 
in a peevifli tone. — " Therefore, if you wiftx 
we Ihould remain friends, I muft requeft you 
would ceafe to allude to Mr. Davenporc*s 
want of birth upon every occafion. Do you 
fuppofe he would have difplayed lefs gallantry 
in a fimilar cafe ? and furely the exprcflion 
of his countenance is fer fuperior to that of 

this 
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his 'ftranger's. His figure isalfo lighter, of 



iourfe more elegant/' 

• €€ 



Not in my opinion, Baronefs ; — our new 
Wend looks like a man ; and I don't think he 
*ould . be fo eafily unhorfed as your dear 
emerit was the very firft time, we faw him, 
Aftd you have not forgot, I fhould fuppofe, 
■ftai: he could not manage the harmlefs Swifs 
ftiiiial he rode from Grand-Pre r'don't, deareft 
■J'^nd, maintain he rides well ; any other eu- 
^ium you may be inclined to bellow upon 
^P^, I may liften to in file nee ; but his want 
fiill in the cqucftrian art was too obvious* 
-tlis gentleman can ride-y and 1 do fay he is 
bf the fined figures I ever beheld, and 
eh fuperior, in that refpeft, to Mr. Da- 
^ -Sports though I never thought his figure 
worft part about him.'* 



The exaft criterion of manly beauty was 
^rmly debated between the two friends, 
''len, to their infinite amazement, in a 
^uch Ihorter time than they could have 
^pofed he had reached Geneva, their 

friend 
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friend made his appearance in a moft elegant 
phreton and four, daflied round with a de- 
gree of dexterity, which convinced the .ad- 
miring ladies that he was accuftomed to 
handle the reins, and flopped clofe by their 
crippled machine. ■ ^. 

An Earl's coronet, which diftinguifhed the 
fhewy vehicle they now had in full view, 
was not one of its leaft attraftions in the 
travellers' eyes, who had fcarcely time to 
make the remark before his LordQiip was 
upon the ground, preffing them to do him the 
honour to ftep into /lis carriage ; though in feft 
it belonged to a brother Peer, then upon his 
travels, with whom, upon the ftrength of hia 
being a moft excellent companion^ Lord 
Harold could make very free. He had been 
a very noted whip as long as he could afford 
to difplay his talents ; therefore feldom ap- 
peared to more advantage than when driving 
four blood-horfes, y 

The 
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The ladies were foon placed in the elevated 
car: the poftillions were ordered to proceed 
ivith the difablcd carriage i and hii Lord- 
fhip, with a degree of agility, which had 
frequently rendered him as confpicuous as his 
commanding figui^, fcarcely touched the 
fore-wheel as he Iprung into his place, and 
in a few minutes drove into the gates of 
Geneva. 

During their very Ihort drive, the needy 
Peer learned the Baronefs's name and rank 
from her companion^ who alfo informed him 
that lady confidered.herfelf as incognita.'--^ 
The name of Grand- Pre, and all the there- 
untos /belonging, were very familiar to Lord 
Harold i and to fecure the hand of this cele- 
brated heirefs became not only his defire, 
but, at any rifle, his determination. — Never, 
therefore, had the Baronefs felt herfelf treated 
with fo much politenefs. Superior to the 
frivolousgallantry of the French, Lord Harold 
ipoke^ lookedj and appeared the true man of 

. Million. 
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fa(hion. Accuftomed, from his youth, 
move in the firft circles^ he knew how 
adapt his manners to the preffure of the mo- 
ment. While handing the ladies out of the 
carriage, he requefted permiflion to enquire 
again after their health during the evening. 

*^His fcrvants, prefuminghe would nofwaniir 
the phaston, were all out when he came irt- 
fcarch of it : he had therefore, not to kccf^ 
the ladies waiting, harneffed the horfes him^ 
felf, but muft now take his equipage homCj^ 
left his men, finding it miffing when they re- 
turned, fhouldhave it cried." 

To put a negative upon any requeft made 
by fo polite a man, and of fuch fuperior rank, . * 
was utterly impoflible. Kis vanity had 
taught him to expeft the fmiling confent 
he received, and vaulting aga(in into his 
carriage, he drove from the inn, more than 
half filre of fuccefs; repeated all that had 
paffed to the friendly Nobleman from whom 
he had borrowed the phaeton, who defired 

him 
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CI to confider it as his own till he had 
dc fure of the prize, thinking this the 
^tapcft method in which he could provide 
St man who, he was fearful, would alk him 
-3[ert his intercft in his favour. 

CScw drefTed, and fcarcely doubting his 
ittiate fuccefs. Lord Harold returned to 
^ inn. The Baronefs faw no impropriety 
receiving his vifit, nor in permitting him 
configa her carriage to .the care qi his 
>achmaker. All he feemed to hope, in re- 
irn for his continued politenefs, was, that 
tie would fpend fome time at Geneva. — She 
lad not intended to ftay more than one 
light, fhe informed him ; but believed fhe 
hould now Hop till her equipage was re- 
paired, which, flie prefumcd, would not de- 
ain her more than a couple of days. 

His Lordfliip undertook for the work- 
nen performing impoflibilities to oblige 
lim, Mademoifelle Denefir ventured to hint, 
is they were not expeftcd at home, thac a 

trifling 
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trifling delay would not be attended with anjr 
material inconvenience; aoj^die BarOneisb/ 
no means wiftied to give any unneceflarjT 
trouble. Lord Harold interpreted her mean- 
ing to his own advantage, and rendered himfctf 
fb agreeable, that both ladies iaw him depart 



with regret. 



The Baronefs thought his noble extraftion 
difplayed itfclf in every word and aftion, and 
agreed he was more the man of fafhion thaa 
her hitherto admired Davenport; — flie weft* 
dcred whether the Earl hadever fcen the latter. 

Mademoifelle Denefir thought it poffible his 
Lordfhip miglit have k^n Mr. Davenport, 
though he was mod Ukely unconfcious he 

had been fo fortunate, as fhe was convinced 

ft 

few people fiw him with the Baronefs's eyes, 
who flie now chofe to aflert might have 
been Countefs of Harold, it not requiring any 
great pepetration to difcover Lord Harold 
was violently in love. 

Madame 
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Madame de Grand- Pre, we are forry to 
r^ was more pleafed than angry to find her 
end's fcntiments coincided with her own, 
lie was forry, for Lord Harold's fake, they 
c3 met : (he hoped her friend was miftaken. 
owever, at all events, (he fhould fpend' a 
• l*y (hort time at Geneva ; and to forbid his 
Ordfhip*s vifits during their flay, would 
e an excefs of prudery unworthy any woman 
f liberal principles. Her regard for Da- 
venport did not render her blind to the wordi 
)f other men, nor to his failings ;' and per- 
laps, were (lie again at liberty, (he might 
icfitate between Lord Harold and him : but 
uty now fecured her afFcftions to the latter. 

Mademoifelle Denefir foon perceived Ihe 
ad only to give her friend's natural infta- 
»ility full fcope, to entangle her in her fnares, 
!he therefore contented herfelf with lament- 
ng.the Baronefs had not allowed herfelf time 
o look round her before fhe had elefted a 
)artner for life. Many a Very ddfcrving 
roman had been rendered mifcrable by too 

VOL. IV, H much 
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much precipitancy in fuch^ cafes. Davenpo 
had fome merits ; but even the moft brillianc 
qualities would not atone for the lownefe^o^* 
his origin, or his want of fortune j and all 
fcnfible people muft agree that the Barone& 
de Grand- Pre had committed a very grcaC 
folly. 

Shall we acknowledi^e the Baponefs be^aa 
to be of that opinion herfelf, and to dc(pifc 
tlie man Ihe had vowed to honour ? A mif- - 
taken education had rendered her devoid of 
principles j and though fiie had many good 
qualities, flie had no greal ones. While con* 
fidering Davenport as a hei:o of romance, 
Ihe had fuppofed him a patrician in difguife j 
her imagination had - decorated him with 
every virtue. Love had been noclefs favourable 
to him after marriage ; but as the firft im- 
preffion wore ofi^, though fhe involuntarily 
efteemcd bis principles, and admired the 
difintereftednefs which pervaded his every 
aftion, fhe neverthelcfs continually regretted 
his want of birth, and felt hurt to find that 

V ; even 
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even love did not prevent her being afhamed 
oftxtr hufband. Her rencontre with Lord 
Harold revived the ambition which had hi- 
th^r-to lain dormant fince her marriage ; but 
tici- heart was not yet fufEciently corrupted to 
t^^Vmit her to acknowledge, even to herfelf, 
th^ extent of her wilhes. 

'Madertioifelle Denefir, on her file, fooa 
•formed a plan; in confequence of which, 
asfoonas the Baronefs was retired for the 
night, fhe fent for the landlady, from whom 
Ihe a:droitly learned all the good woman 
knew of Lord Harold. 

This ali by no means redounded to the 
honour of her new acquaintance,^ ftill it in- 
spired her with frefh hopes i as Ihe thought, 
by proper management, Ihe could render him 
her accomplice in her fchemes upon the Ba- 
rofnefs's fortune, which the joint poverty of 
him and CJement promifed greatly to fa- 
cilitate. 

H 2 Next 
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Next morning his Lordfhip prefcntcd hint^ 
Iclt rather fooner than he was expcfted. Th^ 
ladies were at breakfaft ; but the Baronefe 3 
not conceiving herfelf to be fufKciently dreflC^ 
cdto receive a man of his^sank, retired ixit 
her bed- room to make 'a trifling alteration i 
her appearance, leaving her friend to enter- 
tain the Earl ; who, thinking he fliould ad - 
vance his fuit by making his fentiments 
known to the friend, after the ufual enquiries, 
declared his admiration of the Baronels in 
fuch unequivocal terms, that Mademoifclk j 
Denefir thought fhe might venture to ac- '-. 
knowledge her intentions in his favour.— 
There was no time to be loft : flie therefore, 
with an expreflive look, aflured him of her 
fupport, provided he allowed himfclf to be 
guided by her advice; adding,"" I will come 
to the point at once with your Lordfhip. I 
think the Baronefs wants a hufband of your 
rank, and I know (flie is not fo wife) you 
want a wife of lier fortune ; therefore let us 
proceed conjointly to promote your mutual 
intcrcft. Afk me no queftions refpefting 

the 



V. 



ELLESMERE. I49 

the manner in which you are to aft, as we 

muft not fcem to underftand each other. Your- 

-talk will be very eafy ; only ftrive to render 

yourfelf agreeable to the Baronefs ; you have 

already made fome progrefs in her afFeftions. 

I jfhall, if you conform to my wifhes, keep 

thofe difcoverics I have made, concerning the 

ftatc of your finances, to myfelf i and I will 

alio enfurc a complete removal of every dif- 

'ficulty which may impede your progrefs:— 

•confider me, therefore, as your ftaunch friend; 

but remember, if the Bafonefs aiks you if you 

arc acquainted with a young gentleman of the 

name of Davenport, you are t® anfwer in the 

negative j though you may tell her you recol- 

IcA an elderly lady of that name, who rcfides 

-feme where near London, and who, it is fup- 

pofed, has married her footman ; from whoni, 

owing to his want of refpedt, flie was very 

fbon fcparated, and that it is fuppofed the fellow 

has come abroad with what money he could 

raife upon the ftrength of his expeftations.— ^ 

This ftory well-told, will do you infinite fer- 

vice ; for I muft acknowledge an adventuring 

H 3 fort 
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fort of fortune-hunter of this dfefcription con- 
trived to attraift the notice of my friend du- 
ring her travels 3 and as I am certain fuch a 
connexion would prove her ruin, I wifh, by 
this innocent artifice, to convince her he is 
unworthy her regard." 

Lord Harold felt the abfolute neccflity> 
after her hints, of forming an ofFenfivc and 
defenfive league with this faithful friend, 
whom he equally hoped, in the, end, to but- 
\vit ; and determined, if he did by her means 
obtain the Baronefs's hand, to infift upon her 
being difcarded from the poft Ihe feemcdto 
hold, the very moment he had fecured the 
prize. He had fcarcely time to fignify his 
abfolute acquiefcence in all her wiftics, be- 
fore the Baronefs joined them. 

Certain of the fupport of this intcrcftcd 
friend, Lord Harold's compliments were calcu- 
lated to increafe the prepoffefBon he was in- 
formed (he felt in his favour. He had been pre- 
fent while his coachmaker examined her car- 
riage. 
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,. riage, he informed her, who had aflured him it 
fhould be thoroughly repaired in the courfc 
of three days. 

The Baronefs was very much obliged to 
his Lordfhip i however, fince it would take 
fo long, (he would hire a carriage to carry 
her home, 

** Why I can't fay I approve of fpending 
^ three days at an inn,'*, faid Madeitioifclle 
■ Dcnefir ; " but fuppofe, my dear friend, we 
take this opportunity to vifit my relation, the 
Baron de Creffier; wc (hall.be quite at home 
there, and his houfe is within a plcafant drive 
of Geneva: — from thence you can fend your 
orders to your houfehold ; and I proteft, after 
rambling about fo long, that I hardly enjoy 
the idea of returning to the folitude of an an- 
cient Swifs Cadle/* 

The Baronels agreed they owed the p^r- 
fon fhe mentioned a vifir, not being in much 
more hafte than herfclf to remove .to any 
great diftance from Geneva ; her wilh to dif- 

H 4 pofe. 
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poft, as fpeedily as podible, of her cftates 
having given way to her defire to cultivati 
the friendihip of Lord Harold, who inftantl 
propofed driving the ladies to Crefficr in hi 
phaeton. The Baronefs was fearful the. 
fiiculd intrude upon his time. This affordccX 
him an opportunity to difplay his gallantry ^ 
it was therefore as-reed he fhould once ttiOtC 
become their charioteer, and the afcernooa 
was fixed upon for their departure, 

Mademoifelle Denefir had feveral motives 
to induce her to advifc their leaving Geneva^ 
The Baron de Grand-Pre had many frieftds ift 
that town, who might wifli to introduce them- 
felves to his daughter, and from them itit 
might learn more of Lord Harold than Would 
be confiftent with her plan at Creffier ; — hfc 
might be a conftant vifiter without fubjcft-^ 
ing her to any animadverfions ; and thither 
ihe could fummon Dubois, who had long 
been her lover (though want of money on 
both fides had hitherto prevented their mar- 
riage)^ 
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riagc), and whom, (he hoped, to make a 
very ufcfu! auxiliary. 

At the appointed time. Lord Harold, ia 
the fplendid equipage, followed by three 
outriders, alfo belonging to his generous 
friend, was at the dopr; and the Baronefe 
felt her refpedt and regard for him increafe 
as Ihe rolled from the inn. Curiofity> 
during their drive, induced her to put the 
queftion her friend had prepared him to 
ahfwer. 

*' Davenport ! No, really he recollefted no 
fuch name upon the lift of fafhion. Was he a 
man of any family ?'* 

The Earonefs could not fatisfy him in that 
particular, nor had Lord Harold ever heard 
the name annexed to any man of confcquence ; 
but, with a well-feigned laugh, he faid k re- 
minded him of an old lady who had afforded 
infinite amufement to the falhionable world by 
marrying her footman. Her name was Da- 
, H ^ vcpport. 
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vcnport, and flic had beftowcd it upon her 
exalted enamorata, with fome part of her 
cftate. TKe beft of the joke was, flic had 
foon after quarrelled with him for want of 
refpeft. To expeft to meet with refpedt, or 
even decent behaviour, from a being Iprung 
from the very dregs of fociety, was fo truly 
abfurd, that her expeftations had rendered 
her, if poflible, ftill more ridiculous than her 
fooli(h choice. 

" Undoubtedly," faid the agitated Ba- 
ronefs ; *' they are a moft unhappy couple; 
1 {hould prefume ?" 

*'The old woman, it is,:reported, is very 
miferable," was the reply; *' for her enamo- 
rata has left htr to refleft upon her folly, or 
brood over her refentment, and either is, or 
has been upon the Continent/* 

This well-timed anecdote effcftually ba- 
r.ifncd the few rem.aining fparks of afieftion 
for Clement, which lingered in the inconltanc 
Earonefs's bofom j and that he was this foot- 
man. 
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man, flie did not wi(h to doubt; and from 
this moment (he became the willing dupe of 
the Eart's and her friend's artifices. The 
Baron de Creffier was an elderly infirm man ; 
there Lord Harold vifited her dailyj^ having 
taken up his abode at a neighbouring village 
fpr that purpofe.' His phaston and fervants 
had of courfe been difmifled, as he preferred 
being incog. ; — and before fhe left Creffier, 
ihe had forgotten fhe had ever been a wife, 
and hardly recollected (he had ever been a 
mother. 

' Her friend, who had been joined by her 
quondam lover, Mr. Dubois, removed all 
her difficulties, and pointed out how fh^ 
ought to aft to rid herleif, by one aft of 
Ipirit, of the low feiiov/ fhe had fo unfortu- 
nately connefted herfelf with. . Lord Harold 
muft be told ihe could not receive his hand 
till fhe had difpofcd of her eftates, which 
would alfo be forfeited by her . union with a 
foreigner. This done, (he muft make over a 
certain part of them to this faithful friend, 
who would, upon thefe conditions, adopt' her 

H 6 daughter 
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daughter (as fhe and Dubois could eafily re- 
port they had been long fince married), and 
keep her fecret ; and to put it out of Clement's 
power to give her any. trouble, he ought to 
be kept in the dark till (he had quitted Swit- 
^zerland j his poverty would prevent him 
from ever aflcrting his claims if he had quar- 
relled with his old woman, and his fears of its 
coming to her ears, if he had made it up widi 
her, which every thing feemed to prove. 

In this frame of mind the Baronefs went to 
Grand-Prc, and, with the precipitancy which 
has been already mentioned, difpofcd of her 
cftates, letting the Caftle and adjacent 
grounds to Monvel, after informing him flic 
meant to difpofc of them to the Dubois's; to 
whom fhe alfo gave a large fum in ready 
money, and all the family plate, retaining 
only the title deeds of that part of the eftatc 
they were fuppofed to have purchafed, as a 
fort of check upon them, to prevent thcif 
betraying her to Clement or the world, but 
which fhe entered into a bond to deliver up 

to 
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to them on her daughter's wedding-day, or 
upon the child's death. In the firft cafe, 
they were to give her a handfbme fortune ^ 
and, in the fecond, to cbme in for the whole 
themfelves. 

Lord Harold might be fald to haunt the 
Caftle while all thefe arrangements were mak- 
ing, though he never appeared publicly. He 
approved of every thing the Baronefs or her 

• friend choie to tell him, and readily confented ^ 
CO keep, his marriage a fecret till the whole of 
the purchafe- money was received; talking 
very largely of the magnificent fettlements he 
meant, at that period, to make upon hi§ 
adored Baronefs, who declared herfelf very 
willing to bear his name, ftipulating he fhould 

* never mention what countrywoman fhe was 
till fhe had finally fettled with the purchafcrs 
of her eftatcs. 

Clement's letters made no alteration in the 
Baronefs's intentions ; — he had certainly de- 
ceived her ; and fhe might have acknow- 
6 Icdged 
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Icdged (he did not wifh to find him innocent. 
Every thing, therefore, combined with her 
own folly to accelerate her ruin. Ma- 
demoifelle Denefir undertook to fetch the 
child and Jeannette from Chamberry the 
moment (he had left Switzerland. A hand- 
fome fum had been fet apart to purchafc an 
annuity for the latter, which was to be paid by 
the faithful friend to enfiire her fccrecy. She 
wasalfo to write to Clement, to tax him with 
his duplicity, and threaten to deliver him into 
the hands of juftice if he ever ventured to 
return to Grand - Pre. 

Every arrangement having been thus 
taken, the moment the Baronefs had received 
the firft payment from the various purchafers, 
(which, by DuKois's advice, fhe placed in the 
hands of two Bankers at Geneva, in her 
maiden name, fhe being to fign every paper, 
and tranfaft all bufinefs as Baronefs de Grand- 
Pre for the prefent), ^ flie gave her hand to 
Lord Harold, who was exceedingly difap- 
pointcd to find he could not touch any of her 

ready 
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ready money but through her medium. — 
Confbling himfelf, however, with the pro- 
ipefts he had in view, he fet out with his new 
married lady for Vienna ^ but, to her infinite 
furprife, very calmly requefted, a few hours 
after they had reached Baflci fhe would draw 
for a thoufand pounds. 

. This was fo unexpeifled a demand from a 
man (he fuppofed greatly her fuperior in 
point of fortune, that Ihe was thundcrftruck 
at his exprefling a wi(h to break into what 
fhe confidered as principal money. She had 
already been rather difagreeably furprifcd 
upon learning he had parted with his phaston 
and fervants, though he glofled the adtion 
over, by declaring he had done fo to prefervc 
their fccret, which, till he made this de- 
mand, (he had been inclined to credit. To 
rcfufe fuch a requeft, would, Ihe knew, let 
what would have occafioned it, be very ab- 
lurd ; ftill her reludance was too vifible to 
cfcape Lord Harold's notice, who inftantly 
forged fo playfible a ftory to conceal his real 

motive. 
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motive, that (he was once more his dupe- 
Altering their firft plan, they thought it more ■ 
prudent to winter at Bruffels, where there: 
was lefs chance of the Baronefs bcin^ 
known. 

They took up their abode at a large hotel 
in that gay town, and had fcarcely looked 
round them before the Baronefs was again rc- 
queftcd, under another pretence, to dr^w foTv 
a frcfh fupply. More aftoniftied than be- 
fore, flie ventured to hint that they were 
breaking in upon the principal of her fortune. 

" That had never occurred to him," Lord 
Harold replied ; " (he had therefore better 
draw for the whole at once, and fuffer hrm to 
place it in the Britifh funds, as they were 
literally at prefent lofuig the intercft of a very- 
large fum." 

Such a ftep would infeUibly lead to a dif- 
qovery of their marriage, and ftie objedted ^ 
but ihe could enter into fuch arrangements with 

the 
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^ the Bankers, as might induce them to pay her 
the fame fum ftie fhould make of it in the 
funds ; but then they muft not draw for any 
more of the principal. 

" Certainly not," faid Lord Harold; — 
^' therefore draw for five thoufand ac once, 
which will be as mu2:h as we fhall wane till 
fhc intcrcft becomes due/' 

The Baroncfs found there was no alterna- 
five J therefore complied with hisrequeft, and 
he went out to negociate her draft. Dif- 
plcafcd with her Lord and herfelf, and begiir* 
nihg to form the moft unfavourable conjec- 
tures of the former, (he opened a window 
which looked into the ftfeet, and tried to dif* 
fipate -her chagrin by contettiplatibg the 
furrounding objeds ^ but infenfibly fell into a 
reverie concerning Davenport, and the crime 
.flie had been guilty of in thus abandoning the 
father of her child, becatife he was not born 
to a title. Still, if he was married, as Lord 

Harold 
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Harcid had told her, ftic had afted right ; but 
tliat if fl:e feared to dwell upon. 

Occupied by thefe reflexions, fhc was for 
fomc time unconfcious of being xh^ objcft of 
the rude gazes of three very wcll-drcflcd 
young men ; but was roufed to a recoUeftion 
of her fituation, upon hearing one of them 
fay, '* How can he fupport fuch a miftrcfs ?" 

" The mafter of the hotel told me it was 
his wife,'* laid Sir William Mclvin, whom 
the Baronefs perfcftly remembered having 
Teen at Auxerre and St. Cloud. 

Hardly knowing what they alluded to, (he 
regarded the laft fpeaker with nearly an equal 
degree of carneftncfs, recollefting what her 
friend had told her concerning the party Ck- 
ment had accompanied to St, Cloud. 

" Faith ! ftie feems to have taken a fancy 
to the cut of your face. Sir William/' cried 
the third. — '^ What fay you — are you in* 
dined to fupplant Harold, ?'* 

No, 
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" No, faith !" replied the Baronet, his 
looks exprcffing his contempt as he paflcd 
on.-*—" A woman, who can condefcend to be 
even a temporary companion to fo debauched 
a rake, muft be an abandoned v/rctch in every 
fcnfc of the word." 

The miferable Baronefs's feelings, as Ihc 
liftcned to this critique, may be better ima- 
gined than defcribed. All her idle dreams 
of fplendour and happinefs faded from her 
imagination ; (he felt (he was the dupe of an 
unprincipled Ipend thrift, and could not help 
juftly accufing Dubois and his wife ; ihe had 
learned their marriage, and of their having been 
his accomplices- Still \^bat was to be done ? 
She could not return to Clement with any 
greater profpedt of happinefs than flie had in 
' view, if (he remained with Lord Harold. — 
She now, for the firft time, felt the bitternefs 
ofremorfe s and, in horror of the paft, and 
dread for the future, found flie had made herr 
felf miferable by deviating from the .paths of 
virtue. 

Lord 
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Lord Harold did not return till fhe was 
preparing to retire -, and then fo much inebri- 
ated, that he gave her a ftill farther infight 
into his charafter, and convinced her (he had 
put herfcif into the power of a mun who fully 
juftified Sir William Melvin's words. To 
complain flie felt was ufciefs ; her ideas again 
reverted to Davenport, and (he thought fhe 
was icarccly fufficiently punilhed for her in- 
fidelity. In the morning the Earl attempted 
to Mugh off his overnight's cxccfs, iiehich he 
attributed to having met an old friend i and < 
(he was forced to appear fatisfied with his 
excules, confcious, (hould (he attempt to 
leave him, fhe could not cfcapc with the fame 
impunity as fhe had done from her gene- 
rous Clement, who^ fhe now refieded, had 
always, in the politeft manner, evaded her 
frequent pecuniary offers, notwithflanding his 
acknowledged poverty : — the contrafl be- 
tween him and Lord Harold became therefore 
every day more obvious j the former ap- 
peared to have been born to do honour to the 
moft exalted ftation ; the latter to difgnace a 

noble 
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noble origin. Far from acquiring refpefl: 
from her deariy purchaicd tide, fhe had ren^ 
dercd herfclf an objeft of contempt. Society, 
. particularly that of Lord rfarold, became 
every day more irkfome to her. In folitude 
Ihe could, unchecked, deplore her irretriev- 
able error, ^and make comparifons between 
her late and prefent hufband, {o much to the 
advantage of the former, that both her fpirits 
and health foon began to decline. 

The Earl grew rather alarmed at the vlfi- 
ble alteration for the worfe her countenance 
. difplayed as the fpring advanced ; and 
foon removed her to Spa, hoping that change 
of air, and thofe waters, might prove of fervice 
to her i frequendy hinting, that flie had bet- 
ter fuffer him to place the money flie had at 
Geneva in England, in cafe their marriage 
Ihould be difcovcred,^ which might deprive 
them of every thing. But he found her deaf 
to all his arguments, and he had too much at 
flake to venture to exafperate her by a pe- 
remptory call upon her obedience, thinking, 

let 
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let what would happen, he was legally maftcr 
of the whole. 

Madame Dubois, not wifhing perhaps to 
increafe her friend's, regret-, did not inform 
her that Clement had removed his daughter, 
though flie thought it proper to let her know 
he had been in Switzerland ; but that Mr. 
Dubois and herfclf had afted with fo much 
fpirit, that they hoped they had put a final 
flop to his attempting to publifh his mar- 
riage ; — ftill it would be very wrong in Lady 
Harold 'to think of revifiting her. native 
country, at leaft for fome years, as there was 
no knowing what poverty might make fuch a 
fellow undertake. While Ihe remained at a 
diftanf e, they fhould be able to manage him ; 
and, at the worft, a tolerable fum of money 

would certainly rid them of his importunity ; 

< 

but even this need not be offered, except he 
became troublefome, or repeated his vifics. 

It was in confequence of this letter that the 
Baronefs fent the one Clement received at 

Tregony, 
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Tregony, determining, if fhe could but pre- 
vent his aflercing his claims during her life- 
time, to make him arhple amends upon 
her death-bed, where .(lie ^firmly refolded 
openly to confcfs her. guilt, in hopes of^ 
thus expiating her crimes, and making her 
peace with Heaven, without confidering that 
every fiicceeding day increafed her remorle 
and her iniquity. Indeed, v/hen fhe per- 
mitted herfelf to rcflefl: upon the various ills 
her defertion might have heaped upon the 
head of the unfortunate Davenport, fhe was 
tempted to throw herfelf upon his mercy, in 
hopes of obtaining his pardon. 

In this ftate of mind fhe reached AVignon ; 
and having been introduced to Lady Or- 
mond, had almoft come to a determination 
to unburthen her mind to that truly amiable 
woman, not having the flighteft idea that (he 
was the mother of the man fhe had aban- 
donedi Madame Dubois not having thought 
it neccffary to inform her of Clement's lafl: 
vifit, it is therefore almoft fuperfluous to add, 

that 
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that (he was abfolutely unacquainted withallthe 
late tranfaftrons in Switzerland, and of courfe 
innocent of both attempts upon Lord Ellef- 
mcre'slife, whom, Lord Harold had told her, 
he had feen at Paris, and who, Ihe underftood, 
was daily expeftcd at Avignon. Her fenfa- 
tions, therefore, upon fo unexpeftedly recog- 
nizing her much-injured hufband and child 
(the latter's age and addrefs to her father 
having left her no doubts concerning their 
relationfliip) were fuch as might have excited 
pity even in the bofom of her greateft enemy;, 
and perhaps the temporary fulpenfion of her 
faculties preferved her reafon under the pre.f- 
fure of fuch a fudden fhbck ; — as, though fhe 
had long thought Davenport had been greatly 
wronged, both by Lord Harold and her 
Jincere friend^ (he little expefted to have 
found him in fuch company. The child (he 
had not before feen during her vifits to the 
Marchionefs, her Lady (hip feldom introduc- 
ing her to ftrangers, that (he might not be 
obliged to anfwer the probable queftions her 
appearance, would naturally occafion. 

CHAP. 
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A HE ladies, though much lefs interelled 
for the unfortunate invalid (whom the/ all 
confidercd as the inftigator of the firft bafc 
^attempt to aflaflinate Clement, and the fe- 
cond cither to imprifon or murder him, by 
means of the agency of Father Bencdift), 
' were neverthelefs very anxious to reftore her 
to her recoUeftipn. The phyfician, who had 
been lent for, fhook his head, and thought 
iuch a fit, in Lady Harold's weak ftate, might 
be attended with very ferious confequences ; 
.yet faw no reafon to believe fhe would not re- 
cover — giving various orders, which hacj, 
after a time, the defired efFeft -, though fhe 
only regained her recoUedion to beWail the 
enormity of her crimes. 

VOL. IV. I During 
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During this interval, Lord Harold had not 
been fparingof his invedtives againft the fex. 
Clement had been too much abforbed in 
his own refleftions even to hear him. The 
Marquis, upon the fame account, was equally 
inattentive. Meredith, like Lord Harold, 
though from very different motives, thought 
it was rather to be vafhed the miferable Ba- 
ronefs might not recover ; while Monvel 
hoped (he would live to clear herfelf from the 
additional crime of having attempted to de- 
ftroy the man fhe had fo bafely wronged. 

They were in this fituation when Clara 
knocked at the door; and, upon being defired 
to come in, fhe told them the invalid had fo far 
recovered her recoUeftion as to know the per- 
fons about her, and had appeared very much 
furprifed upon feeing Jeannette, who, having 
difpofed of her young charge, had come to 
affift tliC ladies, and had fcarcely been lels 
aftonifhed to recognize her former miftrefs in 
Lord Harold's fuppofed wife. 
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" Are you inclined to fee her ?" afked the 
Marquis', turning to Clement. — " I think fhe 
ought not to leave this houfe till Ihe has been 
' confronted with that Madame Dubois and 
Father Benedift ; ftill I fee no neceflity for 
making a buttle, or publifhing the recent 
difcovery." 

**We fhall be better able to decide when 
we have fecn her, and heard what (he has to 
alledge in her defence," replied Clement, 
who, fearful his father would treat her too fe- 
verely, followed him into the adjoining apart- 
ment. From what Lord Harold had laid, 
he thought fhe was very poffibly innocent of 
fome of the moft heinous crimes whidi had 
hitherto been laid to her charge ; and once 
fatisfied in this point, he could determine 
accordingly. 

Lord Harold, Meredith, and Monvel ac- 
companied them into the faloon ; — the Ba- 
rOnefs ftill laid upon the fofa, where (he had 
^ been placed, her head raifed by the means of 
pillows. Her face was towards them, but 

12 her 
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her eyes were ftill doled. The Marchionels 
difmiffed all the female attendants, Jeannettc 
excepted, upon their entrance ; and the Doc- 
tor, who was upon his knees holding volaciles 
to her noftrils, rofe, and retreated, configning 
the bottle . to Lady Augufta. 

" How long is this farce to be kept up, I 
Ihould like to know ?" cried Lord Harolds 

" This lady's fituation'is a convincing 
proof, whatever may have been her errors," 
faid Clement, " that flic is hot devoid of feel- 
ing 5 therefore let us refpeft what feems to 
indicate repentance." 

The found of his voice feemed to roufe 
the Baronefs, who, opening her eyes, made 
an effort to change her poflure. The Doc- 
tor advifed her to lay flill a few minutes 
longer. 

" Aye, do,'* rejoined Lord Harold ; " if 
you can but obtain Lor4 EUefmere's pity by 

thefc 
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thefe tragedy airs, . they will anfwer fome 
end." 

*' Surely, my Lord," interrupted Lady 
Augufta, " this is a refinement upon crufelty." 

The Marchionefs was pleafed with her 
warmth, obferving, " the Baronefs's errors, 
had brought their own punifhment with them 
if they frequently expofed her to fuch unmanly 
treatment." 

*' Why, faith, my Lady, I have no patience, 
when I reflect upon the folly I have been 
guilty of, in fuffering myfelf to become the 
dupe of fuch a defigning woman, who could 
not content herfelf with one hufband, for- 
footh i fo, to obtain a fecond, deceived me 
into a belief that fhe was a fmgle woman. I 
appeal to herfelf, whether I ever, till within the 
few laft hours, had any reafon to fuppofe her 
the property of another man ; yet either my 
life, or Lord EUefmere's, might have been fa- 
crificed to her abominable duplicity.'^ 

The Baronefs had once more clofed her 
eyes ; but the agitation her countenance un- 

1 2 dcrwcnt 
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dcrwent while Lord Harold was fpeaking, 
plainly denoted fhe underftood what he faid. 
The Doftor had been mixing fome drops, 
which he now prefented to her. They ap- 
peared to have the defired effc*6t ; (he raifed 
herfelf till (he was able to Aide off the fofa, 
and make an attempt (it was no more, as 
file was unable to advance) to fling her(elf at 
the feet of Clement, who flood at fome dif- 
tance, holding by the back of a chair, which 
was in conftant motion, owing to his ex-* 
trcme agitation. Gue(ring what had been 
her intention, he faid, " Let me requeft you 
would rife, Madame de Grand-Prc; fuch 
abje(5t proftration rather denotes fear than re- 
pentance. I have merely a few queftions to 
2(k you, not relative to your connexion with 
Lord Harold, with whom you will foon be 
at liberty to renew your vows ; but rcfpefting 
the inftruftions you gave your confidential 
friend, Madame Dubois, Your conduit to- 
wards me admits of no extenuation i there- 
fore don't infult me by endeavouring to ex- 
cufe what no circumftances can ever palliate : 

but 
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but I mean not to. reproach, becaufe I con- 
fider you beneath my anger j therefore- rife, 
I repeat, and endeavour to compole yourfelf." 

Lady Augufta and Clara raifed her be- 
tween them, and placed her once more upon 
the fofa. Jeannettc prefented her with a 
glafs of water. 

'^ My eyes did not deceive me/* fhe 
whifpered ; ^^ though I litde expefted to have 
fecn you here, Jeannette. How have I been 
impofed upon ! — But my child — my Maria — 
was it her that I faw ?" 

The faithful Swiffcfs turned to her mafter, 
repeating what her former miftrefe had fjkid. 

" Well, you could have anfwered the 
queftion/' replied Clement : "I had Maria 
in my arms when her mother entered." 

'^ Gracious God !" was all fhe was able to 
utter, and funk once more, almoft lifelefs, 
upon the pillows. Lady Augufta held the 

1 4 volatiles 
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volatiles to hernoftrils-^a violent burft of tears 
gave relief to her fwclling heart, and fhc once 
mor^ attempted to addrefs Clement ; but 
Ipoke fo low, that he could not diftinguifh 
what flie faid, at the diftance he flood. Per- 
cciving he did not feem inclined to advance, 
Lady Augufta walked up to him, and gently 
drew him nearer the fofa. Refentment gave 
way to pity while he contemplated the hok 
low eyes, pallid cheeks, and emaciated form 
of the woman he had once fo ardently loved, 
who, before he could prevent her, funk once 
more at his feet. 

" Spurn me from you, moft amiable and 
moft injured of men ; you can't defpife me 
more heartily than I do myfelf. I dare not 
even afk your forgivenefs, though a truer 
penitent never knelt for mercy : only tell me 
how all this came to pafs. If I miftake not^ 
you are the Earl of Ellefmere, the fon of the 
Marquis and Marchionefs of Ormond 5 — (iif- 
fcr me therefore to enquire why you impof^d 
your Iclf upon me for a Mr. Davenport ?'* 

Clement, 
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Clement, who had been endeavouring to 
raife her from the moment flie had begun to 
fpeak> with fome difficulty accompUflied his 
. purpofe, and, in a very few words, explained 
what had occafioned her furprife ; adding, 
he fhould have prefumed her kind friends 
would have informed her of the vilit he had 
paid them, as Earl of Ellefmere :; — her beha- 
viour had, however, convinced him fhe was 
ignorant of his rank ; he therefore hoped (he 
was alfo innocent of two moft daring attenfjpts 
againft his life and liberty, briefly detailing 
what had paffed between him and the Du- 
bois's ; his refolution in confequence ; what 
had befallen him in his journey to Grand - 
Pre, and more recently in the Convent of Sc, 
Mary, 

I 

She looked the picture of horror during 
his very Ihort recital. — " I appeal to that 
• Judge, before whom I cxped fo fhortly to 
appear, my Lord," Ihe exclaimed, ^' that I 
am innocent of the fhocking conlpiracy ; 
but I ihall ever confider myfclf ai even more 

I 5 guilty 
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cviltv than the bafe wretches in whom I 
placed my confidence, to whom I attribute 
the horri J deeds you have been relating. But 
iny wickednels led them into temptation ; and, 
to lecurc their ill- begotten riches, they 
ibueht vour life ; but let me be confronted 
wiih the woman I fuffered to delude me by 
her fpecious arguments ; alfo the Confcflbr 
ar.d Abbels. Let me hope my life may be 
prolonged for a (hort time till I can juftify 
myfclf, beyond a doubt, of ever having plan- 
ned the murder of the father of my child, 
v.ickcdlv as I abandoned them both ; but 
may I, dare I, Iclt I fhould not live till morn- 
vr.^y recuell to fee and embrace the innocent 
intant, who would probably have been no 
more, had ihe fallen into the hands of my 
pretended friend, who was to have adopted 
her. I thought 1 had provided for her s — 'tis 
the only rcqueft I dare make -, Lord Elllef- 
mere, fuffer me to fee your child ; I dare not 
call her mine ; may Ihe never know the 
hundredth part of her mother's crimes, left 
Ihc execrate her memory V 

6 The 
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The fervour of her entreaties brought tears 
into every female eye, Jeannette looked 
at her mafter, who faid, " Fetch the child.'* 

*^ She is in bed, and aQeep^ muft I ?** 

*' Bring her," intcr-rupting her fpeech. 

*^ A thoufand thanks, moft generous of 
men ; furely feme daemon, jealous of my fe- 
licity, aflumed the Ihape of my juvenile 
friend, to lead me into error." 

^^ Now you have played with tolerable fuc- 
cefs upon the feelings of the man you have 
moft injured, fair lady," obtruded Lord 
Harold, *^ pleafe to inform me, and this 
honourable company, why you did me the 
honour to accept of my hand." - 

'^ You have certainly a right to reproach 
me with having deceived you. Lord Harold i 
but I believe our faults^ in that refpect, to- - 
wards each other I mean, were very reci- 
procal," 

1 6 The 
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The return of Jeannettd with the young 
Maria, who was half afleep, prevented a re- 
ply. The agitated mother opened her 
arms to receive her ; but, contrary to her 
ufual cuftom, the child, either (lartled by her 
haggard looks, or vifible emotion, fcrcamed 
moft violently, and clung to Jeannette in 
evident terror. 

'' Admire the force of natural inftinfl:," 
cried the unfeeling Lord Harold ; " the child 
dreads her unnatural mother." 

The Baronefs burft into tears; while Cle- 
ment, taking his daughter, endeavoured to 
footh her into compofure, and to prevail upon 
her to kifs her wretched mother j and had 
fome difficulty to perfuade her to prefent her 
half averted face, while fhe fondly hung round 
his neck, repeating her newly-acquircd, fit- 
vourite word, papa. Her greateft enemies 
could not have invented a fevererpuniftimcnt 
for the mifcrablc woman, who acknowledged 

flic 



H,*" 



£LL£SM£R£. l8l 

flic deferved the hatred the lovely, infant ap- 
* pcared to feel for her. 

Unwilling to torment his beloved Maria, 
Clement thought proper to difmifs her and 
Jeannette, not forry, perhaps, that his child 
had thus innocently revenged his caufe. The 
"Baronels, having rather recovered the frefh 
fliock (he had undergone, without attempting 
to defend her conduit, recapitulated every 
thing of confequencc that had occurred from 
the time (he and Clement had parted at 
Chamberry ; dwelling, with great force, 
upon the mifery flie had endured fince fhe 
had. deviated from the paths of virtue and 
honour, without enlarging upon the interefted 
conduft of Lord Harold : indeed taking, in 
every relpeft, the blame upon herfclfi even 
forbearing to mention the well- invented fic- 
tion he had related refpefting Clement, at 
her friend's defire, left it ihould occafion a 
quarrel between them; and concluding by 
offering to fend for every letter Ihe had re- 
ceived 
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ceived from her confidante, frorn the moment 
(he had left Grand-Pre. 

The Marquis and Marchionefs were pleaf- 
cd with her delicate forbearance, which con- 
vinced them (he had once been deferving of 
their fon's attachment. 

" We cannor, unfortunately, recal the 
paft," faid the Marc' ionefs ; " all that re- 
mains to do is, to form fome prudent plan for 
the future. Thefe Dubois's, and their merce- 
nary agents, muft be made examples of. I 
would, therefore, propofe the Barone(s die 
Grand-Pre's remaining under this roof till 
thefe wretches are brought to juftice, and 
then retiring into a Convent till the law 
leaves her at liberty to renew her engage- 
ments with Lord Harold ; and as the lefs 
this matter is canvalied over, the lefs likely 
it is to be mifreprefcnted, I would advifc her 
to retain her prefent title for a (hort time. — 
Lord Harold, [ (hould prefumc, can have no 
objeftion to her remaining under my protcc- 

tioo^ 
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tion, as, literally fpeaking, he can claim no 
authority over her ; but as I muft confider 
him rather in the light of an injured perfon, 
I fhould wifh our meafures to meet his ap- 
probation. I therefore flatter myfelf neither 
you, Marquis, nor you, my beloved Clement, 
have any material objeftions to my pro- 
pofal." 

Lord Ormond thought it both prudent and 
confiderate ; his fon and Lord Harold were 
of the fame opinion. — The latter hoped the 
Baronefs was fenfible that the only way to 
retrieve her charafter would te to follow 
Lady Ormond's advice. 

*^ In one particular excepted, my Lord," 
flie replied : ^^ 1 mean to be folely guided by 
the advice of the truly refpedtable Mar- 
chionefs of Ormond; but as I will not, a 
fecond time, deceive you, without wilhing to 
recriminate, as I Ihall ever confider myfelf as 
much the moft to blame, I mult inform you, 
were I at liberty to-morrow, I would not 

again 
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again accept of your hand. I truft I have not 
long to live i but be that. as it may, if I once 
enter the gates of a Convent, never more will 
I mix with the world. At prefent I confider 
myfelf at Lord and Lady Ormond's orders, 
and feel more gratitude than I can exprcfs, at 
being permitted to take up my abode even 
for a few days under the fame roof with my 
daughter ; but when we part to-night, my 
Lord, we part for ever. I muft therefore rc- 
queft you would deliver the few valuables I 
poflcfs to my worthy friend Monvel, who ^ 
will difcharge my female attendant ; as 'I 
fhould not wifh to introduce her into this 
family, fituated as I am.'* 

" I cannot abfolutely blame you," faid 
Lord Harold, " for I believe I have not 
made you the beft of hufbands ; and I muft 
acknowledge you have fpared me more 
than I dcferved in your recital ; and you may 
depend upon my not expofing you in my 
turn. If Mr. Monvel will go home with 
me, I will put every thing that belongs to 
you under his care^ and then turn my back 

5 on 
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on Avignon. ' You, my Lord," turning to 
the Marquis, ^' may attribute my departure 
to whatever caufc you think moft like,ly to 
conceal the real one ; and fo, Maria, I wiih 
you better, and that, for both our fakes, we 
had never met. Lord EUcfmere, your 
hand: — for though I acknowledge, when I 
thought I had parted with my liberty, I woqld 
have ftuck at nothing to obtain a rich wife, I 
never meant to rob another man of his. — 
Don't fpare thefe Dubois's j for, not to men- 
tion their murderous intentions, they are 
more to blame than the mother of your child. 
Edwin, adieu ! Mr. Monvel, I am at your 
orders." 

Clement readily took his proffered hand ; 
and, after a general bow to the reft of the 
party, he made his exit. The Marquis, Cle- 
ment, and Meredith withdrew into the ad- 
joining apartment. The Marchiohefs hinted 
her wifhes to the phyfician, who, readily tak- 
ing her hint (though he had,not underftood a 
word that had paffcd, ftillhe had gucflcd fome-- 

thing 
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thing very extraordinary had occurred) affurcd 
her Ihe might depend upon his difcrction.-*- 
Her women had received a Criiilar caution 
when (he difmifled them. An apartment 
was ordered to be prepared for Lady 
Harold, whither the Marchioncfs and her 
young friends, attended by Jeannette, ac- 
companied her, as foon as they were informed 
it was ready. 

While fhe was undrefllng, (he prefcnted a 
key to Lady Ormond, telling her it belonged 
to her writing- box, which flic requeftcd 
miorht be sciven to Lord EUefmere the mo- 
ment Monvel returned, as it contained all the 
letters Ihe had mentioned, and an cxaft ac- 
count of the money fhe had received for her 
cftates, what ftie had beftowed upon the Du- 
bois's, with every thing he ought to be made 
acquainted with. 

The Marchionefs promifed to deliver the 
key and her meflage, and was leaving the 
room when the invalid recalled her, to im- 
part 
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pSLTt a fudden thought which had corpc acrofs 
her mind. Suppofe, my Lady, I was to fend for 
Madame Dubois ; flie cannot learn my acci- 
dental meeting with Lord EUefmere before 
my meflenger would reach her. I will fub- 
mit what I mean to write to your infpeftion. 
Her hufband, according to the Earl's ac- 
count, is not in a condition to travel ; but I 
am convinced flie would join me here at a 
moment's warning; and I {hall feel much 
happier when you are fenfible how bafely fhe 
has deceived me : — fhe may then be taken into 
cuftody to anfwer for her atrocious crimes, 
without any farther delay. Pray propofe the 
matter to the Marquis and the Earl ; and, 
weak as I am, if they approve of my plan, 
I will endeavour to write her a few lines." 

** I will mention your wifhes to rny huf- 
band and fon, as they meet .my warmeft ap- 
prqbation 3 but I muft not allow you to ex- 
hauft yourfelf. Remember we all confider you 
as much to be pitied as blamed : the lenity 
with which you treated Lord Harold, was 
worthy the Baronefs de Grand-Pre i becaufe, 

from 
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from the known charafter of the man, I am 
fci^fible you were the dupe of his fpecious 
arts. Confider yourfelf as pcrfeftly at home. 
I fhall now leave you with thefe young ladies, 
who are^at prefent under my prote<5lion. One 
of my women fhall (ic up with you ; and I truft 
an illnefsy originating in remorie and difap- 
pointment, will find its own cure in the fin- 
cere repentance you gave fuch proofs of thi« 
evening." 

As foon as flie joined the gentlemen, the 
Marchionefs repeated all that had paffed be- 
tween her and the-Baronefs de Grand-Prc. 
They all approved of fending for Ma- 
dame Dubois. As for the key of her 
writing-box, Clement defired it might be re- 
turned to her, not conceiving himfelf at all 
interefted in the accounts fhe mentioned, a3 
he meant to renounce every claim the law 
gave him upon her fortune the next 
morning i becaufe, meaning to fue immedi- 
ately for a divorce, he could not conceive 
himfclf entitled to any part of her money, and 

his 
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his daughter woj.ild be amply provided for 
without having recourfc to her mother. 

Monvel returned with the writing- box, and 
a few other fmall articles of value, before the 
Marquis could exprefs his approbation of his 
ion's plan ; and was informed of the Ba- 
ronefs's intentions refpefting Madame Du- 
bois, which he thought fhe ought to be al- 
lowed to put in execution. 

*' We arc of the fame opinion, my good 
friend,*' faid Clement i *'ibut as the Baroneft 
may have many queftions to alk you, and 
many matters of bufinefs to fettle with 
you, I think you had better fee her imme* 
diately, if fhe has no objeftion. You, my 
dear Madam," turning to his mother, *^ will 
be fo kind as to afk her the queftion/' 

Lady Ormond retired for that purp^fe, 
while Clement proceeded — *^ You will,, if 
permitted to fee her, my dear Monvel, re- 
qucft, Jn my name, that (he would confider 
hcrfclf at abfolute liberty to difpofe of all Ihe 

poffeffes. 
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poflrfles, to whom, and how fhe pleafes. To- 
morrow I will make a formal renunciarion of 
what I do notevenconfideras my rights but 
the law atprefent, I know, fuppoles me mat- 
ter of her property. I would alfo wi(h you 
to affure her, that if fhe prefers immediately 
retiring into a Convent, or elfewhere, to con- 
tinuing under my father's roof, fhe need only 
confult her own inclinations in that, and every 
other particular 5 as I have no doubt but I 
fhall be able toprofecute, and even punifh the 
Dubois's without her being confronted with 
them. I would not have the Baronefs write to 
the wretch who has fo bafely deceived her, 
except it would afford her any fatisfaftion to 
fee her ; the corrcfpondencc which has paff- 
ed between them, might be of fcrvice to me, 
and that I rather prefume fhe will have no 
objtclions to entruft me with." 

Monvel acquiefced in all his wiflies, and im 
foon conduced into the Baronefs's apartment, 
with whom he found only Jeannette, who was 
giving her, at her earncft requeft, an account 

of 



£LLESM£R£. I9I 

of Clement's behaviour after he became con- 
vinced Ihe had deferted hin^. Her felf-re- 
proaches knew no bounds when fhe learned 
her duplicity and infidelity had nearly coft 
him his life s and the meiTage Monvel had to 
deliver was ill calculated to reftore her peace 
of mind. 

^^ He is the beft, moft confiderate, and 
moft generous of men !'' fhe exclaimed. — 
*' How you mud defpife me, Monvel, and 
how unworthy I ever was of fuch-a hufband ! 
»But I muft write to that fiend who contri- 
buted, in a great meafure, to render me the 
guilty, abandoned wretch I am. ' Lord 
EUefmere will, I am convinced, fee my letter 

forwarded, fo as to anfwer the defired end. 

I know he never coveted my fortune : — I will 
difpofe of it, and I hope in fuch a manner as 
will meet his approbation. But we will talk 
of this another time : 1 am fenfible I have not 
long to live, and own it is my earnell wifli 
to breathe my laft figh under his father's 
roof. Though I never exped to fee him 

more, - 
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more, I (hall feel infinite fatisfaftion that we 
are inhabitants of the fame houfe. Can I ftill 
love a man, you will fay, whom I could fo 
willingly abandon ? I repeat I do —even more 
fervently than when I gave him my hand. — 
I have had full time allowed me to contrail: 
his virtues with Lord Harold's vices ; and 
his conduit towards me this evening has ren- 
dered him dearer to me than ever. But 
I lofe time; procure me writing materials, 
Jeannette." 

Thefe were foon brought, and ftie fat up 
to write a few lines to her fdppofed friend, but 
who was her greateft enemy ; and when fhe had 
conclude^ her letter, fhe put it into Monvcl's 
hand, who thought it would have the de- 
ficed-efFeft, as fhe laid great ftrefs upon her iU- 
nefs, hinting that this would probably be their 
laft interview on this fide the grave. Wifh- 
ing her now to endeavour to take fome re- 
pofe, he took his leave of her for the night, 
carrying down with him all Madame Dubois's 
letters, and the one fhe had fb recently 

wrote. 
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wrote, which was immediately fent off by the 
Marquis's own man, who was to inform the 
lady he was fent to fetch, that he had very 

' lately entered the fervice of Lord and Lady 

"Harold, 

Neither Lady Augufta nor her friend 
chofe to join the family party at fupperi — 
and though each pitied, neither could ex- 
cufe the Baronefs. Among the famil;^, 
it was agreed every thing fhould re- 
main injlatu quo till the arrival of Madame 
Dubois, who, there no longer remained a 
doubt, had forged the letter which enticed 
Clement into the Monaftery, where flie had, 
it Ihould appear, fucccfsfully perfonated her 
iriend ; and the Earl's firfl: misfortune was 
ftjppofed to originate from the fame fource. 
Of the Baronefs's recovery, her phyfician 
g.ive them no hopes; and the Marchionefs 
found her much v/orfe, inftead of better, the 
following day, 

VOL. IV*. K Lady 
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Lady Augufta and Clara became her nifrfcs 
and companions ; and as her only pleafurc 
confided in talking of the man fhe dared no 
longer call her hulband, the former was never 
tired of liftening to her difcourfe, though (ht^ 
thought it was very probable the Earl would 
never marry again ; and fuppofe he did, he 
would never feel the fame paflion for any 
other woman he had, by her account, felt for 
Madame de Grand-Pre ; but his efteem 
would be preferable to any other man's love. 

Lady Ormond had wrote a very long letter 
to the Earlof Greville, which fhe had dif- 
patched exprefs the day after Lady Augufl:a*s 
arrival at Avignon i and the Marquis had 
interefted the Vice*Legate (to whom he had 
confided, under the feal of fecrccy, the rc-- 
' cent events in his own family) in the fate of 
Clara di St. Amori, and that Nobleman had 
promifed fo bring her parents to confent to 
the Marchionefs's wifh of adopting their 
daughter. He had alfo afllired his Lordfhip 
he would take the moft aftive mcafures to 
3 bring 
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bring Father Bcnedid, and the Abbefs of St. 
Mary, to juftice; who, though fubjefts of 
the King of Sardinia, were, being members of 
the Church, amenable to the Papal Tribunal 
at Avignon ; and, as Madame Dubois's of- 
fence came under the cognizance of the fame 
judges, being confidercd as the inftigator of 
fheir crimes, flie was to be taken into cuftody 
as foon as (he had feen.the Baronefs, admitting 
flic did or did not plead guilty. 

As the fervant, who had been fent into 
Switzerland, was not expeftcd to return un- 
der a week at the fooneft, Clement a^id 
Meredith vifired Nimes and Montpelier 
during the interval, the former wilhing to 
be at home as little as poffible while the 
Baronefs continued an inmate of his father's 
houfe i though flie never left her aparraYenr, 
where, except when (he had bufinefs totranf- 
zd: with Monvel, (he enjoyed the conlLant 
fociecy of the amiable Augufta, and more 
lively Clara, and fometimes favv the youug 
Maria during the daily vifits of her ib.ivi 
grandoiothcr* . 
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CHAP. VII. 



JL HREE days after he left Avignon, the 
Marquis's valet arrived at Rolles, ,and pro- 
ceeded immediately to Mr. Dubois's. As 
the moft trivial circumftance was now fuf- 
ficient to alarrii this guilty couple, Madame, 
upon feeing an Englifhman alight at her door> 
flew to her hufband's apartment, giving or- 
ders to be denied to every body. Her terror 
rather fubfided upon learning that the ftrangcr 
had brous:ht her a letter, which fhe had na 
foonqr opened, than the rheflengcr was fum-^ 
moned into the fickroom, where Dubois lay 
the viftim of his own treachery, and the 
Monk's fpirit of revenge, as to him he owed 
his wounds. 
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** How is my dear Countefs ?" exclaimed 
the apparently enraptured wife. 

The fervant fhook his head, and thought 
the letter would have apprized her of his 
- Lady's fituation. 

" Sure fhe was not in any immediate 
danger?" 

*^ The phyficians feemcd to fear fhe was/* 
he replied, according to the inftruftions he 
X had received ; and the now difconfolate friend 
I difmiffed him to parcaH^e of whacrefreihments 
^ the houfe afforded, while fhe reperufed her 
dear Gountefs*s letter, and foon, with the en- 
tire approbation of her dying hulband, deter^ 
. mined to return with the fervant, in hopes of 
extorting the title-deeds, which had been fo 
prudently withheld, from her dying fncnd. A 
plaufible ftory concerning the child was foon 
fi-amed -, her refolution was immediately made • 
known to her houfehold ; and within two ■ 
hours after the meffenger's arrival, they were 
upon the road to Geneva, from whence the 

K 3 maOj 
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manyinpurfuanccof his orders, difpatchcdan 
cxprefs to the Marquis, to let him know when 
he. might expeft the lady hejvas fent to fetch, 
Clement and Meredith had returned to din- 
ner on the very day it was prefumed fhc 
would arrive, if no accident intervened to re- 
tard her progrefs. ^ 

The Baronefs had been informed of the 
fuccefs of her ftratagem the moment the ex- 
prefs arrived; and having exprefled great, 
anxiety to have Clement, the Marquis, and 
Monvel, if poflible, unfeen witnefles of the 
converfation between her and this falfe 
friend, it was agreed they fhould take their 
ftations in a clofet which communicated with 
the recefs in which her bed (according to the 
falhion of the country) ftood, and was only 
feparated from the head of it by a partition, 
merely formed by the hangings, by which 
means, let them fpeak ever fo low, they muft 
underftand every word they uttered. 

Madame de Grand-Pre had declined, witha 
rapidity which had even aftoniftied her phyfi- 

ciaoj 
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cian, from the time Ihe had fo unexpeftcdly. 
fcen Clement and her daughter : the bitter 
refleftion, that Ihe was for ever feparated 
from a man for whom Ihe now felt a fenti- 
mcnt amounting to adoration, haftened her 

^ diflblution. To obtain a difgraceful tide, 
(he had rendered herfeif an abjeft criminal, 
and was, too late, fenfible of the hacknied 
proverb, *^ Honefty is the beft policy," when 
ihe confidered what would have been, and 
what was, her fituation ; (he had therefore no 

. wifh to live, as all her profpedts of worldly 
happineis were clofcd for ever. For the laft 

' two days (he had not quitted her bed, and was 
reduced fo low, that the Marchionefs much 

. doubted her long furviving this intereftipg 
interview, which the whole family looked 
forward to as the commencement of the. vile 
Madame Dubois's punifliment ; though the 
Marquis, fearful his fon would be inclined to 
fliew the vile woman more lenity than he 
juftly thought ihe defcrved, had not men- 
tioned the confultations he had held with the 
Vice Legate, nor the meafures he had taken 

K4 to 
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to have her fccured as foon as fhe had fcen 
the Baronefs, which he thought abfolutely 
neceflary, confidering the enormity of her 
crimes. 

They were ftill at table, when the (bund of 
a poftiilion's whip announced the approach of 
the expelled vifiter. Clara, properly dreff- 
ed for the occafion, being to perfonate Lady 
Harold's attendant, ran down to receive her 
in one of the lower rooms, where Ihe wa* 
conduced upon her alighting, and inftantly 
exclaimed, '^ How is your Lady ? Condud: 
me to her this moment i I have thought 
every minute an age fmce I left home !" 

Clara, taking up one of the lights, pre- 
pared to lead the way, knowing the gende- 
men had gone to take their ftations when fhe 
left the company; merely faying, in reply to 
her numerous queftions, *^ My Lady is very 
indifFerentj Madame," and preceded her up 
flairs. 
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• •* Bids me, child, you quite alarm me ! 
Haw long have you been in the Countcls'» 
ftrvice ?*' 

^■. Their arrival at the room door gave Clara 
an opportunity of evading an anfwer to this 
qucftion. She opened it very foftly, and ap- 
pfpaching the bed, announced Madame Du- 
bois, putting afide the curtain while (he 
Jpoke, abfolutely horror-ftruck upon perceiv- 
ing the wonderful alteration the unfortunate 
Baronefs's countenance had undergone fince 
tbcy parted. — The afflicted friend was for 
ibme time unable to addrels the woman fhe 
was but too confcious Ihe had done her ut- 
moft endeavours to render both criminal and 
mifcrable, and who was but jufl: able to arti- 
culate> " Give me a few drops, Claras you 
may then leave the room/' 

. While Clara, was obeying her. orders, the 
feeling Madame Dubois was able to expaciace 
upon the dreadful (hock (he had fuftaineJ. — 
The BaroneC* requefted (he would not :iin!£t 

K 5 hcifclfi 
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hcrfelfi and riiantcd her for fo i]jaL e iI3 y dbqr- 
ing her jbrnm^ns. Clara, having pliocd 
an arm-chair for the viCrcr, made her 
exiCy and returned to the MarchioDcis and 
l^ady Auguda, who remained in the fiioQDi 
while the gentleinen, fcarcelj daring to 
breathe^ lefl: they Ihould alarm the culprit^ 
h;ui taken their places at the bed's head. A 
filence of a few minutes prevailed after Chii 
hail Icfc the room^ the viGter being too much 
al)fbrbed in grief to fpeak> and the Baroods 
too much (hocked by her hypocrify to ad- 
ilrefs her. At lad fummoning all her re- 
maining ftrength to her affiftance^ (he aiked 
" How is my daughter, and how does your 
hu^and ?" 

•* The fwect babe is in per(c6b healthj^my 
beloved friend i but allow me a few minutes 
to recover my fcattered fcnfes. Why did 
not you fend for me fooner ?** 

** 1 forefaw how much you would be af* 
ftiftcd," was the reply \ " but I am happy to 
hi;;av my child is well/' 
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'* Had I dared, I would have brought her 
with me ; but though (he has always pafle(^ 
for mine in our neighbourhood, I was afraid 
hex refcmblance to you might create fulpi* 
cions in Lord Harold's mind very inimical to 
your repofc." 

** You afted with your accuftomed pru- 
^nce. But you have not mentioned Jean- 
aette in your late letters ; — do you continue 
to retain her as Maria's nurfc ?" 

** Undoubtedly, my beft friend -, the good 
girl is a prodigious favourite of mine, and 
thinks herfelf amply provided for, I can af- 
fiirc you.'* 

** I am fatisfied fhe does," replied the Ba- 
ropefs, rather impatiently : " but have you 
ieen Mr. Davenport lately ?" 

<« Never fmce his firft vifit j but, as I wrote 
you word, 1 have ftrong reafons to believe he 
is ibme where concealed in the neighbourhood 
of Grand- Pre. My hufband has met with a 
very bad accident lately, which, God knows> 
I rather attribute to the wretch you mention.** 

^^^■'■^' ■ 
K 6 " Why, 



^04 £LLSSM£RE. 

*^ However ^ ronged he may have a right 
to think himfelf, why Ihould he leek Mr. Du- 
bois's life, except that gentleman gave him Ibmc 
provocation which I am unacquainted with?" 

" You are acquainted with every lyl- 
lable, my dear friend, that ever paflfcd between 
Mr. Dubois and the low fellow, who, finding 
himfelf, as we fuppofc, offended becaufe wc 
treated him with proper fpirit, overtook my 
hufband as he was returning home, about a 
fortnight ago, between light and dark, and 
ftabbed him twice with aponiard. — But I don't 
affirm he was the alTaQin ; only he threatened 
to make us repent when we refufcd to tell 
him where you were, and I know not whom 
elfe to fufpeft : however, Mr. Dubois is for- 
tunately in a fair way of recovery. — But pray 
how is Lord Harold ? I have not feen him 
fincc my arrival." 

" He is not at home, which i confider as 
very fortunate, having maiiy things to con- 
fult with you about, which' I am afraid I Ihall 
not live to fee executed.'* 

"For 
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" For Heaven's fakt don't talk of dying, 
if you mean mc to retain my fenfes. You 
know you may command my fervices ; and 
depend upon my difcretion. The Almighty 
will (pare you to my prayers ; but you muft 
not think of returning into Switzerland to 
fettle your afFairs, as you once intended, if 
you have any regard for your reputation : — 
for fhould that fellow fpring up, and aflert 
his pretended claims, there is no forefeeing 
the mifchief that would enfue, Mr. Dubois 
and myfelf are therefore fully of opinion, that 
your beft method will be to empower us to 
receive the money you have made payable to 
Monvelj and then, fhould what I fo much 
dread, happen — fhould we lofe you, my be- 
loved friend, we could fettle every thing with 
my Lord, without your name being any 
more called in queftion ; and you would thus 
be enabled to make whatever addition you 
chufe to my daughter's fortune. At all events, 
I muft requeft you would immediately put 
the title-deeds of that part of your ef^i^te you 
have already appropriated to her tf^^ into my 

* !.; hands i 
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hands ; for, fhould any thing befid you^ (he 
might be deprived of her inheritance." 

'^ That is what I am particularly anxious 
to prevent) my friend. I am canfcious I 
have already injured her beyond the power of 
reparation : in fomc relpe^b, you have up- 
held me in my criminality ; therefore are not, 
in my opinion, entitled to the unbounded cnift 
you folicit." 

Enraged at the Baronefs's implied diftruftj^ 
Ihe vehemently demanded, — " Do you doubt 
my honour. Lady Harold, or more properly^. 
Mrs. Davenport ? Have I concealed your 
imprudence, to be upbraided with having up- 
held you in your criminality ? And would you 
now dare to retraft the obligations you en- 
tered into, and the promifes ypu made us ? 
However, one word is as good as ten thou- 
j&nd i you cither give me the power I ibllcit> 
and deliver up the deeds you have hitherto 
fulpicioufly withheld, or Lord Harold fhail 
be made acquainted with your former engage- 
ment before he fleeps : you have only to de-- 

cide. 
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ci<k. If you do your duty, depend upon my 
doing mine^' 

The Baronefs, qoite cxhaufted, had funk 
down in bed, and was fcarccly able to defirc 
her to ring the bell. Madame Dubois obeyed 
her, arid fhe continued — ^' I fent for you to 
do my duty, which is to deliver you into the 
hands of the man you have twice fought to 
murder.'* 

While fhe was fpeaking, the Marquis, 
Clement, and Monvel ruflied into the room 
at one door, and Lady A^g^fta, Clara, and 
Jcannette, at the other. 





o 



Madame Dubois's difmay, upon findin 
herfelf thus fuddenly furrounded, may eafily 
be imagined. Screaming with a degree of 
terrific violence, fhe would, had fhe been 
permitted, have haftened out of the room> 
but was prevented by Monvel i while the 
Marquis, anxious to deliver her into the hands 
of juflice, ran down ftairs, and fending 

for 
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for a hackney chair, proceeded, without de- 
lay, to the Palace. Clement had not fccn 
his wife fince the evening they had firft met; 
as he had been the laft to leave the clofet, he 
remained the neareft the bed, the curtains of 
which were undrawn, and two wax lights 
were ftanding upon a table at a fmall dif- 
tance. Having fixed his eyes, for a few mi- 
nutes, upon the wretch who had fo effeilually 
undermined, his domeftic felicity, he turned 
towards the mother of his daughter, who had 
raifed herfelf as higli as fhe could upon 'her 
pillow, to catch a parting look at the man (he 
confidered as more than mortal. She wasfo 
much altered within this Ihort period, and 
gafped fo vifibly for breath, that he forefaw 
he (hould not have occafion to fue for a fepa- 
ration ; and no longer remembering her 
frailties, he wiftied to fpeak peace to her dc^ 
parting fpirit. She perceived his emodoHj 
and endeavoured to Ipeak i but could not 
make herfelf underftood. She looked at 
Lady Augufta, who inftantly approached, 
and leaned over the bed for a mi:iute ; — 

• 

then 
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then raifing her head, her eyes fwitnming in 
tears, and unable to fpeak, flie made Clement 
a fign to advance. Exceflively agitated, he 
complied with her wifhes s the feeble hand, 
which laid out of the bed, was moved ; — 
Lady Augufta, gueffing her meaning, put it 
into Clement's, who, gently preffing it, leaned 
down towards the invalid, to conceal his in- 
creafing emotion, who rather breathed than 
whifpered in his ear, *' Can you, befi and 
moft beloved of men, fay you forgive me : — 
once aflfured of your pardon, I fhall willingly, 
nay thankfully, refign my breach." 

** I do — I do, from the very bottom of my 
foul," enforcing his words by a tender kifs 
Upon her parched lips ; and no longer able 
to reftrain his feelings, fcarcely indeed know- 
ing what he did, he threw himfelf into the 
chair Madame Dubois had quitted upon his 
entrance. A faint fmile irradiated the coun- 
tenance of the dying penitent, who, follow-- 
ing him with her eyes* would have called 
down a blefling upon him and his daughter, 
but utterance was denied her i and a few fe- 

conds 
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conds clofcd the fcenc of her worldly cx- 
iftcncc ! 

Lady Augufta had, like Clement, retreated 
from the bed : Jeannette was therefore the 
firft who made the difcovery, and turning to- 
wards her mafter, exclaimed, in an accent of 
terror, " All is over — ^^flie is gone for ever ! 
There, wretch !" looking at Madame Du- 
bois, " I hope you are fatisficd : now 'tis you 
wTio have murdered hers you belied the bcft ' 
of hufbands ; to her I know you did, or (he 
would never have afted as fhe has done ; — no 
punifliment is bad enough for you ; for y.ou 
can never know, hard-hearted as you aff,. 
what you have made my Lord and my poor. 
miftrefs feel !" 

During her reproaches Clement quitted 
the room, and running down ftairs, fhut him- 
felf into one of the parlours, to pay the tri- 
bute he could notrefiife to the memory of the 
mifguided, felf-deceivedwomaoj from whoai 
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he once hoped to derive a great fhare of his 
worldly felicity. 

Mr. Monvcl, thinking it alfo neccflary to 
retire, requeftcd Madame Dubois, (whom, 
•like Jeannette, he confidered as the ultimate 
occafion of the late afFcfting parting, of 
which he had not been an unconcerned ipec- 
tator) would allow him to attend her into 
another room. She made no objedlions ;— 
he therefore conduced her into one of the 
lower apartments, where he was immediately 
joined by Meredith, who did pot chufe to in- 
trude upon his coufin at fuch a moment, but 
who was, neverthelefs, particularly anxious to 
prevent this female Machiavel from efcaping, 
and wondered, not knowing where he was 
gone, that the Marquis fhould have abfcnted 
himfclf at fuch a moment. 

" For once, fair lady,*' faid the exafperated 
Steward, " you are caught in your own toils ; 
and though not in the Monaftery of St. Mary, 
I truft we ihall be able to retain you a pri- 

foner^ 
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foner, till you are confronted with Father 
Benedia, and the Lady Abbefs, whom you 
bribed to fijrther your iniquitous fchemes. — 
What a pity the Baronels did not empower 
you to receive the money ftill due from the 
purchafers of her eftates ! How amply you 
would have provided for your adopted 
daughter! What a pity you could neither 
murder her nor her father ! but as your kind 
intentions can be proved, your wantof fuccefs 
won't avail you." 

^* And do you fuppofe, Mr. Steward, I 
fhall remain in this houle to put up with your 
infults? Whoaccufesme of the crimes you hmt 
at ? The Baronefs, I fuppofe, made her own 
peace with Lord EUefmere by placing her 
infidelity to my account ; but what Court of 
Juftice can condemn me for her criminality ? 
Where is Lord Harold — why is not he 
brought forward ? He can exculpate me, in a 
great meafure, even in Lord EUefmere 's eyes, 
who, I am fenfible, has been greatly wronged; 
and it was for that reafon both Mr. Dubois. 
and myfelf wifhed the Baronefs would have 

made 
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made over the remainder of her property to 
us> that we might have reftored it to the real 



owner." 



" How confiderate !" replied the Steward. 
*^ I only wonder, in that cafe, you did not 
exhort your mifguided friend to repentance, 
inftcad of threatening to betray her to Lord 
Harold, who told Lord Ellefmere at parting, 
you were more to blame (your murderous in- 
tentions apart) than the mother of his 
daughter. But fmce you all of a fudden pro- 
fcfs fuch friendfhip for the low fellow, as you 
termed him, the Earl, why accufe him of at- 
tempting to aflTaffinace your hufband ? Now, 
fhall I tell you who wounded him ?" 

*' I Ihould not have guefied you were lb 
well acquainted with the perpetrator of fo 
horrid a deed. Sir j I only fpoke at random 
to the Baronefs.'* 

'^ Indeed s why then, had you affixed the 
crime upon Father Benedift, you would have 
come nearer the truth." 

Her countenance aflumed a cadaverous 
hue, while (heftammered out, '' I don't know 

who 
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who you mean by Father Bencdift ; we have 
no Convents, confequently no Friars, in Swit- 
zerland.'* 

A very juft remark," faid Mercc^th 5— • 

but there are fuch places in Savoy, and a 
Monaftery of St. Mary at Chamberry. Was- 
you ever there, Madame ? I know your me- 
mory is rather treacherous/* 
* '^ Never, to my knowledge. Sir.'* 

" Good agam^" cried the Steward : ** nor 
were you privy to a letter appointing me 
to meet the Baronefs de Grand-Pre there ?'* 

*' No really, Mr. Monvelj I certainly 
was in fome of the fecrets of the deceafcd; 
but I was not acquainted wich the appoint- 
ment you mention.*'' 

" We fhall be a better judge of that when 
you are in the prefencc of the Friar : we 
know who wounded your hufband," rejoined 
Meredith. 

*' Yes, yes J and. if you perfift in denying 
your guilt, there is a way of teaching you to 
avow it at Avignon," obfcrvedthe *StcwariJipf^. 
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> *' and torture may force you to confefs your 
crimes." 

" Crimes, gentlemen ! I defy my greateft 
enemies to accufe me of any thing more than 
imprudence in conniving at my friend's 
guiit. I agree I concealed her abode, and 
fecond engagement, from Lord EUefmere, 
and that I did not inform her he had removed 

^ hct daughter froni Chamberry ; but why was 
I (b complaifant? In^the firft place, to prevent 
a duel between the two Noblemen ; and, in 
the next, to referve fome fmall remnant of 
her property for the child Ihe had aban- 
doned." 

" There's for you !" faid tlie Steward : — 
*' Why, you would almoft perfuade us you 
were aftuatcd by the moft generous motives. . 
If you could but get over having attempted 
to affaffinate Lord EUefmere near Grand- 
Prc, and having inveigled him, by means of a 
forged letter, to Chamberry j you might efcapc 
■punilhment at laft/' 

".• ** As I faid before, Mr. Monvel, I was 
■iicver criminal — merely too indulgent, too 

anxious 
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anxious to conceal the errors of my unfortu- 
nate friend : — (he is no more ; and I fuppoie 
Lord Ellefmere holds the tide-deeds I wifhcd 
to fecure for her daughter, which is better 
than if they had been given up to me. Mr. 
Dubois purchafed the rents of that part of 
her eftate, for our joint lives ; — this you know 
to be a faft, Mr. Monvel ; the Bafonefs hcr- 
felf told you that, and 1 claim no more:— God 
forbid I fliould enrich myfelf at any body's 
cxpence !" ' 

" And pray what might you advance to 
make this ftrange purchafc, which did not 
even entide you to hold the deeds which con- 
ftituted your only fecurity for the income you 
have lately enjoyed ? What receipt have you 
got to fhew ? But this is a point you will fet- 
tle with Lord Ellefmere ; he nobly renounced 
all his claims to the late Baronefs's fortune the 
moment he difcovered a rival had fuperfcdcd 
him in her afFe£tions ; 'twas thofe he coveted — 
not her riches. But fhe has, I know, made 
him her fole executor, and his daughter's 
guardian; therefore you muft convince him 

of 
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pf the legality of this purchafe you hint at, 
before I pay you any more rent for the Caftle 
or its dependancies \ — but you had better ftick 
to your. former (lory ; for if you acknowledge 
Lord EUefmere was your, friend's hufband, 
you invalidate . your purchafe that moment, 
becaufe he did notfanftiontheaftion.'* 

*^ Lord EUefmere is too generous to dif- 
putc what originated in the power he gave 
his wife. I kept his fecret while it was nc- 
pcflary s and I am certain he will never re- 
voke a generous deed of my late friend's." 

** Well, Lgive you credit for your inge- 
nuity," faid Monvel : " if you can but 
defend yourfelf as well when brought to the 
bar, you will certainly fare better than you 
dcferve. However, I hope you will excufc 
Mr. Meredith and me leaving you to refleft 
upon ;what I faid concerning the Monaftery 
of St. Mary 5 — I fhould be forry you ftiould 
be unprepared when called upon; and I 
can't tell how foon that may be, as it depends . 
upon the Marquis of Ormond and Lord 
EUefmere," following Meredith out, andlock- 
. VOL. IV. L " ing 
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ing the door after him, obferving flic might 
have found worfc reafons for her rapacity. 

Clara came running down the ftairs^juft as 
they were preparing to afcend them, calling 
out, " Do you know where the Marquis and 
LordEllefmerearc,Mr. Meredith; the Mar- 
chionefs is uncafy about them." 

Before he could anfwer her> a Captain in 
the Vice Legate's Guards, and a party of 
mufketeers, entered the hall ; and the Com- 
manding Officer, addreffing Meredith, told 
him he was come in fearch of a lady he had 
received the Cardinal's orders to convey to 
the Caftle. 

Not conceiving this mandate ' could con- 
cern any other part of the family, who flic 
knew were all Proteftants, Clara fcreamed 
aloud while (he fought a temporary refuge m 
the apartment Clement was fitting in, who 
rofe haftily upon her entrances and under- 
ftanding (he implored his prote£tionj advan- 

CCdr 
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ced to learn what had occalioned her terror* 

at the fame moment that die Officer, prefum- 

ing, from her vifible alarm, that fhe was the 

...pcrfon he was come in quell ofi entered the 

L parlour, followed by Meredith and Monvel. 

r 

'^ By whofe authority. Sir, do you claim 
this young lady ? '* afked Clement. 

The Officer, a fwarthy, ftout, young Ita- 
lian, lowered his fword while he contem- 
j^j>latedhis fuppofed prifoner,^ and without an- 
Peering Lord EUefmere, exclaimed, *' Had I 
. known whom I wasfent to arreft, by Heavens 

I would rather '* 

" Spare me, dear Chevalier,'* cried the af- 
frighted Clara; "fufferme to efcape, if you 
have the leaft ihadow of regard for me ; [ 
. had> rather die a thoufand deaths than be drag- 
ged 'back to that horrid Convent/' 

The gentlemen looked at each other for 
ia folution of this ftrangc event, each prefum- 
ing an order had been obtained to again 

L 2 immure 
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iinmure the unfortunate Clara. Clement re- 
peated his queftion. 

*^ I prefume I am addrefling Lord Or- 
mond's fon?" replied the Officer, in a falter- 
ing voice. — *' 1 muft do my duty, my Lord. 
The Cardinal will be obeyed/' 

" Then I am loft, indeed !*' cried Clara, 
burfting into tears. 

The Officer approached her, and conjured 
her to compofe herfelf, promifing to da all in 
his power to fofcen the neceffary rigour of 
her confinement, curfing his unfortunate fate 
which forced him to be the minifter of her , 
parent's tyranny. 

** Are you acquainted with this young 
lady, whofe fate you fo feelingly deplore ?" 
aflced Clement. 

" To my forrow, my Lord ; we were 
neighbours' children^ Unfortunately I am a 
younger fon \ if my pay, as an Officer, would 
have fupported us both, Ihe Ihould not have 

been 
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been forced into a Convent againft her will. — 
I only aiked for twenty thoufand livres with 
her, and it was denied me. But what have 
you done, my beloved Clara, to expoft ypur- 
felfthusto the refentment of the Church ?" 

" I have only eloj^ed from the Convent 
where my parents placed me, Chevalieri^ for 
God's fake, fuffer me to efcape !'* 

" Would I dare ! But I hope, when the 
Cardinal, who is one of the befl: of men, 
hears our ftory, he will prevent your being 
fcntto any Convent. If he will but grant 
your liberty to my entreaties, I will make you 
my wife the next moment, and we will cadea- 
vour to live upon love." 

"Oh my beft, my generous friend ! mucli 
as I love you, I will never burthen you with 
a portionlefs wife : come, lead me to the 
Caftle \ I blufh at my felfifh wifhes, which, 
if indulged, might have brought you into dif- 
grace, if not have proved your ruin. Com- 
mend me to Lady Ormond, and the amiable 
Augufta^ Lord EUefmere — I can't-— ^" 

L3 Th? 
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The entrance of the Marquis prevented 
her from proceeding, who inftantly enquired 
if the vile woman was taken into cuftody, 
addrefling the Officer. 

*' We were preparing to depart when you 
entered, my Lord," replied the young man'; 
** though permit me to obferve, with all due' 
deference to your fuperior rank, that I can't 
conceive (he dcfcrves the ftigma yoU havie'' 
affixed to her name. ** 

" I am convinced, my Lord; fomc'mif-' 
underftanding has taken place," laid Clettlihfc.- 

** I am well acquainted with your lenity, 
my fon; but this is an a6l ofjufllice w^ owe' 
to (bciety, I have been to the Palace 5 his 
Eminence has kindly undertaken to pi'occid** 
in this affair, therefore Madame Dubois muflr 
be taken to prifon." 

Clement fprung forward, and catching hold '^ 
of the young Officer, who had not underftood 
what either him or Lord Ormond had faid, ex* 
claimed, " We have all been iri &n error. Che- 
valiers you did not come to arrcft your amiable 

young 
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.young friend ! — This gentleman thought he 
was come in fcarch of our dear Clara, my 

Lord." V 

** That was indeed a mifunderftanding, as 

you obferved, my fon. — I, thought to have 
been at home as fbon as you, Captain; but 
the Vice Legate unintentionally detained me 
fcr a few minutes. I am truly forry my ab- 
fence fliould have occafioned my adopted 
. daughter fuch an alarm ; but (he may con- 
fidfr. herfelf as under the Cardinars. protec- 
tjpnj^ therefore, has nothirjg of this fort to^ 

The joy of the lovers was now even fupc- 
rior to their late forrow ; and Clement, anx* 
ious to contribute to what, both feemed to 
look forward tp as the n'e^plus ultra of happinefs, 
recjuefted to fpeak a few words in private to 
-the Officer refpefting the prifoner he was tp 
take charge of. 

'* Don't afk the Captain to cpnnive at her 
efcape," cried Meredith, as they retreated 
into an adjoining apartment. 

L 4 - ^'Ifeavc 
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*' I have no fuch intention," was the reply, 
(hutting the door after him. The moment 
he was tete-a-tete with the Chevalier, he told 
him the amiable Clara had laid him under fomc 
very particular obligations, having even been, 
under Providence, the means of faving Ms 
life ; he mufl: therefore requeft he would, 
unknown to her, accept of a hundred thou- 
fand livres from him as her marriage portion, 
which he might tell her was the gift or bcr 
queft offome relation. '^ To-morrow,*' he 
proceeded, ^' I will put you in pofleffion of 
the fum I mentioned. Happy chance has 
thus enabled me to contribute to the felicity 
of fo worthy a couple." 

The grateful Italian, who bore a great 
refemblance to Clara in point of'cBf- 
pofition, without anfwering the Earl, rulh- 
ed into the next room, where Meredith 
was recounting the Baronefs's death to the 
Marquis ; and finding Clara, who was waiting 
to bid him adieu before he departed, he 
led her into the apartment he had qyitted^ 

and 
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nd haftily repeating what had paflcd between 
im and Clennent, requefted fhe would join 
lim in thanking their mutual benefaftor. — 
lllara's gratitude overflowed at her eyes, but 
le found it imp6ffible to exprefs her fenfe of 
-ord Ellefmere's generous kindnefs. Cle- 
icnt wi(hed to have left them tete-a-tete ; 
ut the Officer flopped him, afliiring him he 
lufl depart J he would take another, and 
n early opportunity, to renew his thanks.— . 
Vherc was his prifoner ? 

Clement, confidering Madame Du- 
ois as the occafion of the many un- 
ippy hours both him and the Baronefs. 
id fpent, felt no repugnance to deliver 
^r into the hands of juftice. — Mbnvel there- 
ire led the Captain to the apartment where 
I had left her. She became outrageous 
hen fhe perceived fhe had no chance of 
taping, and was with difficulty forced into 
chair the Officer had in waiting for that pur- 
Dfe; who, kifling his hand to Chr^, and 
)wing very refpeflifully to the gentlemen, 
iflcncd to condudt her to the Caftfe; 

^5 CHAP/ 
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CHAP. VIII. 

A HE moment he had left the houfc, Clara 
flew in fearch of her friend, who had remained 
above flairs with the Marchionefi, uncon- 
fcious of the late buftle below, which (be in- 
formed them oC laughing at her own fears> 
and bcftowing a thoufand bleflings upon Lord 
Ellefmere> protefting there never was but 
one woman in the world who dcftrved fuch 
a man, and declaring ihe did not allude to the 
miiguided Baronefs. 

*^ I give you joy, my dear daughter" {aid 
the Marchionefs, when the happy girl al- 
lowed her to fpeak.— ^^ Your brother y I know> 
thinks \t has only done his duty, and I (hall 
not be forgetful of mmei therefore accepc 

my 



my fincerc congratufetions upon this Ipeedy 
termination of all jrour fuppofed troubjks/* 
' '^ And rtjinc,. my dear Clara," faid Lady 
Augufta. *^^ Is this the Chevalier de la Mar- 
mora . I have fo frequendy heard^ you men- 
tion?" 

*' The very fame ; and he is now Captain 
ki the Cardinal's Guards. I little thought 
we were inhabitants of the fame town^ We 
{ball be the happiefl: couple in the Papal dq^ 
minions; for I have no doubt of my friends* 

* 

Bonfcnting to our marriage, now my better 
uigel has provided me with a fortune ; and I 
hope you, my deareft Lady Augufta, will 
5ver confide r my houfe your home, . till you 
remove to one of your own. The Chevalier 
is a very agreeable companion -, and, when 
compared to your little Savoyard Earon,^ is a 
irery handfome man. I Aake no compari- 
fons between him and oUr bcncfeftor, whp 
Ebcmed almoft as happy ^aSywe were whea 
ic had fo generoufly contributed to our fell- 
rity : I could have taken him round the neck, 
md have kifled him, though I could not 

L 6 have 
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have fpoke, if I might have had the univcrfc 
for a bribe ; but I muft feck him out, and 
endeavour tQ find a few words cxpreflive of 
my gratitude/* 

** I would wifli you to poftpone your copi- 
pliments for the prefent/* laid the Marchio- 
hefs i " the recent events have, no doubt, un- 
fitted my fon for fociety ; fufFer him to re- 
cover his wonted ftrenity before you tell.him 
how happy he has made you, left you fhovH 
remind him that, while endeavouring to con- 
tribute to the felicity of others, he has been 
peculiarly unfortunate in his own con-, 
nexions.'* 

This ferious remonftrance had the defired 
cffeft, and put a proper damp upon her 
happy profpefts. The Marquis had re- 
joiced in this frefh proof of his fon*s gene- 
rofity^ which he had been forced to acknow- 
ledge, to account for the Officer's ftrajige be- 
haviour, and had requefted he would add ano« 
thtt fifty thoufand livres to his prefent, in his 
liame> as a finall retribudon for the fright he 

had 



\lL£SM£,RB. 229 

had fo unintentionally occafioned the amiable 
' Clara.* 

They were fummoned to tea while they 
were reflefting upon the ftrange inci- 
dent which had introduced thefe two lovers 
to each other. Clara faid but little when they 
entered the faloon i but her looks convinced 
Clement he had rendered her completely 
happy, and the idea ferved to banifh fome' 
Icfs pleafing refledlions. 

The Marquis having taken upon himfelf 
to condud the profecution againft Madame 
Dubois and her accomplices, Clement re- 
ferred every thing to him. — Monvel> as 
foon ias the ladies had withdrawn (which 
they did immediately tea was over) prefented 
him with the Baronefs's will, which he had 
made, and ihe had committed to his care, to ' 
deliver to Lord EUefmere, whom fhe ap^ 
pointed her fole executor and guardian to his 
. daughter, to whom Ihe bequeathed her^hole 
fortune if fhe lived to become of age; if 

not^ 



230 BLLESMERS. 

noty it was ta revert to her executor. The 
deed was figned Maria Davenport^ Baronefr 
de Grand-Pre^ and w^ couched in the moft 
delicate tern^ ; becauie, thot >h anxious to 
give her hulband fall power, / 'c did not even 
hint at the near connexion hich fubfiflsd 
between them. -^ 

The Marquis thought (he had afted verjr 
right, and Clement was not averfe to be- 
coming his daughter's guardian j juftly ob- 
fcrving that the will of the dead ought ever 
to be confideredas facred* 

As Ihe had given no orders relpe6ting her 
funeral^ and as removing the body into Swit- 
zerland would only create farprife, and IcidL 
to enquiries, it was agreed, with the Vice 
Legate's permiffion, to have her interred 
at Avignon, according to the rites of the 
Catholic Church ; the Marquis promifirtg ta 
mention their wiflies to the Cardinal the next 
morning : and as fhe had continued to bear 
the name of Lady Harold, not to excite idle 

curiofity^ 
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turiofitf, thef thougbt it would be beft to 
fiiffer her to be interred as Lord Harold's 
Irile^ which woutd exempt the Ormond &- 
nuly fixxn going into mournbg, and prevent 
a multitude of f trolous conje&ures. 

Early next m vning, the ChevaKer de la 
Marmora prefented himfelf at the Marquis's 
hotelj and a£ked for Lord Ellefmere before 
he enquired for his miftre(s> to whom' he 
renewed his thanks in the Ilrongefl term^ his 
imagination could fugged^ for the gene- 
rous promifes his Lordfhlp had made 
him the night before ; and was imme- 
diately put in poflcffion of the. hundred and 
fifty thouland livrcs> which rendered him not 
only an independent^ but a rich man at Avig* 
Bon : his gratitude was as unbounded as his 
joy } and he proteftcd fe/f had nearly made 
him forget a meilage he had broi^c from 
the Cardinal^ who wifked to know whether 
the Marquis of Ormond chofe that the prifoner 
ihould be aUoWed to write to her huJQband^ 

whom 
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whom '{he reprefented in a very languiftiing 
conr' ;.♦ »> ba: it refted wholly with his 
Luy' io grant or rcfufe the permiffioa 
-fi.c requcfted. 

Clement fent for his father and Monvel ; 
obferving to the Officer, he was merely paf- 
five in the bufmefs. They had no objeftion 
to her letting Dubois know flie was well; 
and, provided fhe fufFered the. latter gentle- 
man to diftate her letter, agreed to oblige 
her. They therefore proceeded to the Caftle, 
while the Chevalier enjoyed an hour's 
tete-a-tete with his beloved Clara, anticipat- 
ing the felicity they had in view, and impart- 
ing their various adventures fince their fe- 
paration. 

Madame Dubois found fhe had no alter- 
native but to comply with Monvel's orders, 
who made her attribute the prolongation of 
her abfcnce to the Baronefs's dangerous ftatc, 
not permitting her to give him a hint of the 
ftorm which was ready to burft over both 
their heads. By no means aware of the 

Papal 
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Papal power, fhe did not; fuppofe either Fd- : 
ther Bencdift or the Abbefs were amenable 
to the Vice Legate's tribunal. She there- 
fore refted her hopes of efcapc upon the want 
of witneffes to confirm what Ihe found, the- 
Ormond family fulpefted, and chofe to brave 
tbfcir vengeance, not knowing that her ac- , 
complices were already cited to defend their 
conduct before the Pope's reprefentacive. 

Little of moment occurred till the remaijns. 
of Madame de Grand-Pf e were committed 

, to their mother earth. . The funeral was. 
truly magnificent 5 the Vice . Legate himfelG ; 
aflifted by his Suffragan, Archbilhops, and 
Bifliops, performing the fcrvice. The Mar- 
quis of Ormond, Meredith, and Mpnvel fol- 
lowed her to the grave. Nothing was, in 
fhort, omitted likely to evince their re^d 

^ for her memory. 

Madame Dubois had a view of the folemn 

proceffion as it wound flowly and filently up 

he hill, upon which ilands the Cathedral 

adjoiaing 
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adjoining the Caftle ; and felt fboietfaing.like 
remorie as (he refleAed upon the untimely 
death of her generous juvenile friend. 

As the time drew near for the purchafers of = 
the Graiid-Pre eftates to make good their laft 
payments^ and as it was abfolutely neceflary 
that Monvel fhould be prefehtduringMadame^ 
Dubois's tria)> Clement delired him kO' 
write> and inform them of the BaronefiV- 
death, and to appoint a more diftant day £ar 
completing their payment8> which could not 
£iil of meeting with their -approbation-s — anf 
though by this means Dubois would'alfivpro*^ 
bably learn fhe was no more, they fbrelaw: 
no inconvenience likely to ariie fromthap 
circumflance ; as perhaps he would be more^ 
punifhed in being permitted to linger ouc*%< 
miferable exiflence> than in being brought C»* 
a trial, admitting he attempted to make hii- 
efcape, which did not fcem very likely> while- ' 
he continued in momentary expedbition of 
his wife's return, and had no fufpicions of the 
events that had followed her arrival at Avig- 
non» Could it once be clearly proved he 

was 
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wa^ the -perfon that wounded Clement near 
Grand-Pre; the Marquis vowed he would 
fliew him no merey^ but as for the part he 
hiKi afted in the Monaftery of St. Mary, he 
' had already paid dear enough for his trea- 
chery in that indance. 

-While waiting the' arrival of the Friar and^ 
Abbefs^ the preparations for Clara's wedding 

.were begun, the Marchioneis having- taken- 
l^oti herfelf to make the ncceflliry purchafes, 
«fl09:ed by Lady Augufta; and her lively fallies' 
vljpoit tht occafi'on aiiiufed the whcdc party.. 
The Vice Legate *had undertaken to -write ta' 

" the jfeirtnts of both, and had made himfeir 
ahfwer^Ue for their joint confent: an early 
day" hid therefore beeff fixed upon for cele- 
brating their nuptials, and the Chevalier wai 
a-conftant vifitcr at Lord Ormond's.— Lady 
Augufta looked forward toher feparation from 
her gay friend with infinite regret, till the Mar- 
chionels received an anfwcr from her father, 
flating, that (he might- remain under that lady ^s 
protection. Still confcious of the paffion fhe 
4 nourished 
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nouriflied for Lord Ellefmerc, fhc lived in 
continual dread of betraying her fentiments, 
though fhe was never fo happy as in Clement's 
company, whofe behaviour to the unfortunate 
Baronels had increafed the love flic was fo 
anxious to conceal, as flie much doubted his 
ever making a (econd choice — at all events, 
not for fome time ; and if flie could but en- 
tertain the flighteft hope of fucceeding his 
late wife in his aflfedions, Ihe felt flie fhould 
be comparatively happy. Sometimes flic 
wiftied he had remained fimple Mr. Dayen-. 
port; but then flie knew her &ther' would 
never have contented to their union, nor 
wpuld Lord EUefmere ever aflc his approba- 
tion to addrefs her. As for her coufin^ fli6 
was refolved, let what would be the' confe'*' 
quence, never to become his wife. ■ How- 
ever, reftlefs and uneafy, fearful of appearing 
indelicate, and yet avcrfe to removing to a 

diftance from the only man flie ever had, and 

• 

was perfuaded flie ever fliould love, flie ven- 
tured, a few days previous to Clara's wedding, 
to mention to Lady Ormond her wifli of re- 
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tiring into^ Convent till (he became of age, 
even previous to the receipt c^ her father's 
anlwcr, left he fliould infift upon-J^er return- 
ing to her aunt — a command fhe never could 
obey i and he might attribute her refiftance 
to his will, fhould ftie remain with Lady Or- 
mend, to very different motives from the real 
one, which was a fcntimcnt bordering on 
^verfion for her coufin. 

The Marchionefs was a tolerable judge of 
the human heart, and applauded the delicacy 
of her ideas : fhe had alfo little doubt of 
Lord Greville's confenting to his daughter's 
remaining under her care during his embaffy, 
as he would probably, like herfelf, wifli to 
lee her Countefs of EUefmcre j and if Jier 
fon ever did make a fecond choice, Ihe hoped 
it would fall upon her young favourite, who 
evidently felt a paflion for him very incom- 
patible with her repofe. She therefore en- 
deavoured to remove the fears fhe fecmed to 
entertain of her father's wifhing to place her- 
again under Madame dc Vcrmont*s care, and 

flrenuoufly 
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ftrenuoufly adviftd her to remain where fhc 
was till tb^ learned Lord Greville's inten- 
tions^ hiflPg her hopes that he would 
iandion uie wifhes (he had expreiled^ Co enjoy 
her company while he remained at Madrid. 

*' Oh ! I Ihould be too happy, my deareft 
Madam," replied the grateful girii ** you 
know beft what I ought to do ^ and I fhall.be 
certain of acting right if I follow your ad- 
vice. 

*' Then, by my confent/ we will never 
again talk of parting," replied the Marchio- 
nefs. — " The recent unforefeen occurrences 
have call a gloom upon pur family parde^ 
which will, I truft, foon wear off. When. 
once that vile Madame Dubois is condemned^ 
all our minds will be more at eaie % and die 
gay Clara will always contribute to our aipuie- 
ment 'during our ftay at Avignon." 

Her appearance gave a turn to the con- 
verfation ; fhe came to aik the Marchioncfs 
and Lady Augufta whether fiie oughc^.ia 

conformity 
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conformity to Lady Ormondes head wQtnan's 
advice, to be married in white, declaring, 
^Ihe ihould look like a fly in nulk. 

The Marchioncfs advifed her to pleafe her- 
' ftlf 5 or, if fhe confulted any other pcrfon's 

tafte, to adopt the fevourite colours of her 
- Ghc valien ** Though this will be afting ex- 
^aftly contrary to the advice of the author of 
' The Vindication of the [Rights of Women^^ 

flie proceeded, '^ who affirms young people 

ought not to drefs to pleafe the other fex ; 

but till (he makes us all as wife as herfelf^ I 
-am afraid we fhall continue to fin againft de- 
' corum in this inftance, .and to prefer our 

needle to a garden rake.'* 

" Was fhe happier than any other woman ?'* 
" ^ed Clara* 

" I can't pretend to judge/* replied the 

• Marchionefs \ " Ihc wilhed to perfuade our 
fex to give up their feminine employments 

• and prejudices, to obtain the refpedt of the 
other J but till Nature has given us ftrongcr 

nerves. 
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nerves, limbs, and faculties, T am afraid wc 
muft condefcend to be protedtejd/' 

'^ And I entertain the fame fear,'' faid 
Lady Augufta ; " for I don't think even 
Clara's courage could have extricated us from 
the ^ Convent of St. Mary without Lord 
Ellefmere*s affiftance/' 

*' Not it truly i women may poflels a great 
flow of Ipirits, but they will never be able to 
fcale a wall upon an occafion, face an enemy, 
or to do any other trifling matter of fimilar 
import without the afliftance of men ; and 
for the fame reafon that we defpife an efFemir 
nate man, the gentlemen will ever diflike a 
mafculine v/OTnzn."—'C^acun fon metier et/es 
vaches font hien gardes. — I will appeal to the 
gentlemen below if I am "not right : the 
Chevalier muft be of my opinion before mar- 
riage j — I do think we fliall be a moft elegant 
couple, I have a great fancy to forbid Lord 
Ellefmere's accompanying us to church, be- 
caiife he will alTuredly ecliple the bridegroom ; 
and forry am I to fay, I am afraid your Lady- 
fliip will pay the bride a fimilar compliment. 

And 
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And yet I dare fay our mahogany phizzes> 
clumfy fhapes, &c. &g« will attraft moft 
notice : there is a fort of magic fpell in the 
word bride and bridegroom, and if they do 
chance to be a handfome couple, they arc 
confidcred as den\igods on that day. 

Thus did this lively girl continually enter- 
tain the indulgent Marchionefs and the more 
icriogs Augufta. Her parents, and thole of 
the Chevalier, had very readily conlented to 
their marriage, and even requeftecj to fee the 
new- married couple as foon as tney could 
make it convenient", and had charged them 
to make their thanks acceptable to Lord 
Ormond and his fon, who fmcerely rejoiced 
that Fortune had put it in their power to fol- 
low the diftates of their generous hearts upon 
this occafion. . The Cardinal gave an elegant 
/ete on the wedding-day, and appropriated a 
handfome fuite of apartments to the ufe of the 
happy pair, whither Clara immediately re- 
moved, though fhe protefted. (he could never 
pafsa day without paying herrefpefts^to Lady ' 
Orqiond while fhe continued at Avignon. 

VOL. IV. M CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 



x\S all trials in which any members of the 
Churth were implicated, were conduced, 
with the utmoft privacy, very few people 
knew of the one impending, which was to 
come on the day after the Fiiar and Abbcfs 
reached Avignon, and they were now Hourly 
expefted. 

On the morning following Clara's wed- 
ding, the gentlemen were reafoning upon the 
probable refult of this event, when an Eng- 
lifli carriage drove into the court of their 
hotel, and, in a few feconds. Lady and Mifi 
Belville were announced. 



\ 
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r *^ Oh Heavens I my beft friend/' ex- 
^ claimed Lady Augufta, haftening to meet 
^thc very young lady whom Clement and 
► Meredith perfeftly recollefted having ref- 
: cued from the fury of the mad bullock:. — ^^ 
She had arrived at Avignon with her mother 
only the evening before ; and* they were, ia 
^compliance with the eftablifhed cuftom, vifit- 
^Jng the Englifh families rcfident in the town 
Ibe^e they delivered their other letters of 
I' recommendation. 

^ The furprife of the voyng ladies was mu-* 
r tual, as Mifs "Belville little cxpefted to have 

■ met Ladv Auo;ufta Cameron in the South of 
: France, miich lefs under the fame roof with 

■ Lord Ellcfmere,, whom fhe had learned was the 
' very Mr. Davenport>iier friend had^acknov/- 
• ledged (he preferi;ed to any other man, and 
' had v;rote her Ladyfliip what had proved 

the refult of her enquiries after the elegant 
owner of Fuirfield 5 but her lei;ter^ having 
fallen into the Countefs de Vermont's hands, 
it had never reached Lady Augufta. This 

M 2 young 
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young lady had alfo fu(pefted the letter, which 
had given rife to thefe enquiries, had &1- 
len into the hands of the owner of the carriage 
who had fo gallantly rifked his own fafety to 
enlure her's ; and he proved to be the very 
man of all others her friend would leaft have 
wifhed to have feen it; fhe therefore felt very 
much confufed when introduced to his no- 
tice, never before having fuppofed Lewd 
Ellefmerc and that Nobleman were one and 
the fiimc. 

Meredith, with difficulty, concealed a 
fmile, perceiving Clement did not fcem qdte 
at his eafcj nor was Lady Augufta much 
more fo, as Ihe dreaded the conftruftions her' 
friend might put upon finding her fo ftrangely 
fituated, which might induce her to drop a 
hint that would force her to relinquifh the 
focicty which conftituted her folc felicity,— 
The firft ceremonial over, Mifs Belvillc 
thought it neceflary lo account for her appa- 
rent confufion by reverting to her former ren- 
contre with the Earl and Meredith ; and 

Lady 
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Xady BelviUc declared that fhe had long 

wilhed for an opportunity to return her thanks 

to her daughter's prefervers; who, of courfe, 

^j'-jnade very light of the matter, declaring the 

i" -^iervice they had been able to render Mife 

Belville was of fo trivial a nature, that it had 

. cfcaped their memory even before they re- 

turned to Fairfield, which was accounting 

• ior their not having mentioned it to Lord and 

; Lady Ormond, and not giving Mifs Belville 

" : room to fuppofe they had found the letter 

flie muft be fenfible flie had dropped-^a cir- 

ccumftance fhe had long fince determined 

. never to mention to ,her friend, whom fhe now 

'. ftiked how long (he had been in the South of 

.iFjrance ? 

V The Countefs de Vermont fpends I^er 
winter at Turin,'' replied the Marchionefsj 
M** her Ladyftiip has therefore, preferring re- 
..tirement to the buftle of a Court, done me 
the honour to put herfelf under my protec- 
tion for the prefent. I am therefore excef- 
fively happy (he will now have an opportu- 

M 3 nity 
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nity of enjoying the company of fo intimate a 
friend as Mifs Belville." 

This explanation did notexadlly fatisfy the 
perfon to whom it was addrefled ; but fhe 
could not purfue the fubjeft in the prefcnt 
company, and after mutuad invitations be- 
tween the ladies, and promifcs to vifit with- 
out ceremony, the vifiters were preparing to 
depart, wJieri the (lopping of another carriage 
led them to expeft fome other guefts, and 
the Ormond' family were agreeably furprifcd 
to hear the groom of the chambers announce 
Sir Jeremy and. Lady Manfel, and tb recog- 
nize the well-known voice of the good-tciil- 
pered Baronet even before they faw him, 
calling out, " Here we come, good folks !'* 
and the moment he was within die room,-*« 
'* Well met, my bcft friends ; faith, I never 
thought of paying my compliments to you 
out of the fmoke of my own chimney, — fo 
pray wilhme joy." 

The 
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The young gentlemen had both advanced 
ro meet hiai, and taking the proffered hsrnd 
Dfcach, he went on— ^" I told you how it 
would be when or>ccHhtook up the bufmefs 
in earneft, and there fhe ftands Lady Man- 
fel at your fervice." 

; The l^^rquis and Marchionefs congratu- 
lated them both very fincerely, and the gen- 
tlemen all faluced and welcomed the bride to 
Avignon s then introduced them both to the 
reft of the company as particular friends, and 
country neighbours. As Lady Belvillc had 
paid her partmg compliments previous to the 
new comers' entrance, (he did not refume her 
^at ; but having received a hint from her 
daughter, requefted the Marchionefs would 
permit Lady Augufta to accompany them 
home, and if fhe fhould not appear too eri- 
cr6aching, fhe fhould requcfl to keep hef to 
dinner. 

■ 4 

* " Upon condition that your Ladyfhip and 
Mifs Belville bring her home to tea, and pro^ 

M 4 mife 
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mife to conclude your evening with us,*' 
the Marchiopefs replied. " I will endeavour 
to exert my felf-dental upon this occafion j 
I only requeft you would remember in fu- 
ture. Lady Augufta muft always decide for 
herfelf in theCe cafes." 

Lady Belville readily accepted the Mar- 
chionefs's invitation, and immediately de- 
parted with the young friends. Clement 
and Meredith faw them to their carriage, and 
then returned to welcome Sir Jeremy a ft- 
cond time to Avignon, who informed them 
he had /-eceived the fair widow's hand a few 
days previous to their letting out upon their 
travels, and that he was come to France on 
purpofe to fhidy the Graces, that hex might 
aftoniQi his W^clch neighbours upon his re- 
turn. 

" And how did you leave all our neigh- 
bours ?" afked the Marquis. 

./* Why pretty well in health, my Lorc^ 
but fome ftrange changes have taken place at 
Tregony fmce your departure, i need not 

mention 
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^ mention thofe in mine and Brother Grafton's 
femily ; and you would have gueffed my old 
manfion was undergoing a thorough repair, 
fcowcring, &c. My mother and BeCkhave 
removed to Chepftow ; and old Parry and 
his wife are ffone to Briftol.'* 

" How came that about ?^' laid Meredith. 

" Why Hugh and Lady Dy having fpent 

all their ftock of ready money during the 

honey-moon, and receiving no.anfwers to 

their repeated petitions to be forgiven, the 

' old fellow fwearing that as they had brewed, 
fo they might bake, — they thought proper 
to return, and try the efFeft of an interview 
•with the old mifer : therefore, leaving my 
Lady with her aunt, Hugh went home, and, 
without much ceremony, fignified his necef- 
fities. Dad fwore he might ftarve, and 
fhould, before he advanced him a fhilling. — 
Hugh made no more to do but, feized the 
family plate, part of which he imm^ediately 
turned into calh, to fupply his prcfent wants, 
^ fwearing in his turn he would not ftarve while 
there was anything to be had, cither in or 

-M 5 out 
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out of doors. The old man tried to put the 
door between them, and applied to his fer- 
vants for aniftance, finding he could not ac - 
compliih his purpofc. Thus rendered dcf- 
perate, Hugh fwore he would be the death of 
the firft man that laid hands upon him, and 
by this means kept maiier of the field, and 
continued to demand a competent allowance 
to fupport himfclf and his wife out of the old 
man's hoards ; and having heard his &dier 
had been altering his will, he threatened to 
break open his bureau, and to burn every . 
paper he could find. 

m 

" Thus the game was kept up for two 
days, Hugh fwearing he would keep pof- 
fe/Tion till the day of judgment if his demands ' 
were not complied with. However, on tbe 
third, the old fellow privately fcnt off* all his 
valuables, and followed with his wife, declaring 
he would difpofe of both houfe and grounds 
to the firft perfon who would buy them^ and 
then, as he had fworn before^ leave all he was 
worth to build an hofpitaL As ibon as he 
was gone, Hugh fetched his wife home in 

triumph y 
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triumph ; and thus the matter refted when 
we left Wales : but we found letters at Piaris 
from Grafton, who informs us the femily 
inanfion is a(flually fold to a Briftol merdhant, 
your old friend Hervcy, Meredith, who could' 
notletfuch a choice bargain flip through his 
fingers ; and that .the bride and bridegi'oom 
have per force turned out, and no one fore- 
lees how they are to fubfift. Hugh talks of 
following the old fellow to Briftol, * and confi- 
initting a thoufand follies to obtain fome part 
of his favings. However, I am to try what 
I can da for him with his brother-in-law, 
who, Lady Dy has told Grafton, is now in 
this place ; and if he writes to old Parry, 
and makes a few promifes, perhaps the old 
fellow may relent. 

" Lord Harold has left Avignon,'* faid 
•Clement, confcious no one elfe would chiife 
to anfwer Sir Jeremy i " and as he has very 
lately loft his wife, whofe whole fortune has 
"devolved to her daughter by a former mar- 
riage, I am afraid he won't be able to afford 
tliem any very fobftantial affiftance." 

M 6 The 
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Ttiis. Baronet was perfeftly fatisfied with 
this explanation -, and Meredith, to prevent 
his renewing the fubjeft, alked after fomc 
other Welch families. Sir Jeremy anfwered 
his queftions, and then went on : — 

" You remember my quondam rival. Lord 
Ellefmere, Sir Whiffle Flimfy, otherwife Sir 
Charles Grovcfby ? He was certainly bora 
under an unfortunate planet : witnefs his 
ducking in the Wye, and bad fuccefs with his 

# 

miftrefs j but thefe don't conclude the cata- 
logue of his misfortunes, as you Ihall hear. — 
Having pre vioufiy agreed to fee a little of the 
world, on the third day. after I had fworn to 
love, and Btll to obey, we fet out upon our 
travels, quite in ftyle — that you would have 
fuppofcd, when I tell you my wife had the 
management of every thing relati ve to our jour- 
ney, neither of us having any notion of fa ving 
money for a family before we have one. Wc 
bowled it along at a charming rate till wc 
reached Devizes, where, perceiving a crowd 
of people affcmbled round the inn where wc 

flopped 
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flopped to change hqrfes, I naturally enquired 
the ocGaliori, and was informed Sir Charles 
and Lady Grovefby, the new- married couple, 
had (topped there to bait, and were juft gone 
forward to the Caftle at Marlborough, where 
they were to dine, and it was fuppofed meant 
to fleep. Highly diverted, I ftiould have 
afked a few more queftions if my companion 
had not requefted me to reftrain my curiofity, 
as we Ihould mod likely have the advantage 
^ of feeing them upon the road. I therefore 
hinted my wiflies to our poftillions, obferving 
I was anxious to wilh the bride and bride 
'groom joy. They underftood my meanings 
and dafhed off from the door full fpeed. — 
Neverthelefs, we prefumed the happy couple 
had got too much advance upon us, as we 
were within three miles of Marlborough be- 
fore we faw any thing of them, when lo and be- 
hold ! near the bottom of a very fteep hill, we 
caught fight of the well-known elegant phae- 
ton, and upon a nearer approach, perceived 
the little anhnals were decked out in white 
ribbons, an^ that the fcrvants^ hats were 
4 equally 
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Indeed, if her hair was of any other colour, 
^flic might pretend to beauty in that refpeft ; 

« 

but carroty locks fpoil all. 

^^ You are deterrpined the Baronet's fupe- 

rior good fortune fhould not excite our 

envy, I perceive," faid Clement. — " How- 

..ever, if the lady is but good-tempered, they 

may be a very happy couple/* 

Sir Jeremy now reverted to their journey, 
and his remarks upon France were highly 
amufing: neither he nor Lady Mahfel re- 
quired any great prefling to ftay dinner.-— 
Lady Belville, her daughter, and Lady 
Augufta were punftual to their appoint- 
ment. The latter had informed her friend, 
' in ftriA confidence, how (he came to be un- 
v^der Lady Ormond's xare, and had, with 
great finccrity, aflured her fhe had no reafon 
to expedt Lord EUefmere's cleftion, (hould 
he ever make a fecond choice, would fall 
upon her. • 

Meredith had alfo taken an opportunity to 
^""form Sir . Jeremy whom Lord Harold had 

married. 
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married, and what had followed the difcovery 
of her Ladyihip's former engagement i and 
he promifcd, in return, to keep a ftrift guard 
over his tongue when in company with Cle- 
ment, who, he hoped, did not feel any regret 
for fo worthlefs a woman, biit would loon 
make another choice ; remarking, he be- 
lievcd he need not look a great way for a 
wife, if the handfome girl under his mother's 
care hit his fancy, for he would be fworn (he ' 
loved him. Meredith thought it pofCblc; 
but begged the Baronet would not itiention 
his fuppofcd difcovery to the Earl, libr rally 
him at all upon the fubje<5l:. His Htt^chment 
for Madame de Grand-Prc had been oTtbe 
mod ferious nature s and, ilrange as it mighty 
appear, that lady had profcffcd, and, he wis 
certain, felt a fimilar fentiment in his favour, 
nctwithftanding her infidelity, to the laft mo- 
ment of her exiftence : and he knew her 
death (though, upon the whole, it was ra- 
ther a happy circumftance) had occafioned' 
him a very great Ihock ; it was therefore very 
dubious whether he ever would marry aga|a^ 

Indeed^ 
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After a time, his wifh to oblige Lord and 
Lady Ormond might induce him to alter his 
condicion, though he was certain they would 
fcarccly venture to offer their advice in a 
matter which fo nearly concerned himfelf, 
much lefs to recommend any particular 
woman to his notice. Lady Augufta Ca- 
meron appeared to poflcfs an excellent 
underftanding, and a remarkable good 
temper : (he woulcl therefore very pro- 
^jably make any man (capable of appre- 
- dating her worth) truly happy. Still, as 
* he himfelf could view her charms with indif- 
' fcrcncc, though he refpeSed her good qualU 
'^tics, Lord Ellefmere might do the fame j but, 
-it all events, it would be much more condu- 
' cive to his felicity, if his own inclination led 
' him to offer her his hand, than if he w^^s 
equally complaifant through his wi(h to 
oblige his parents. 

Sir Jeremy fwore he fpoke like an oracle, 

and only wifhed Lord Ellefmere would be 

happy, let what would be his determination. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
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ATHER BENEDICT and the Ladjr 

Abbcfs arrived that ' evening ; the Cardinal 
therefore fixed upon the following mornii^ 
for their firft examination^ and confrontation 
with Madame Dubois. The Ormond &- 
mily received notice of his intentions^ anc^ 
in conformity to his wifhes, repaired to the 
Caftle between ten and eleven. Madame 
Dubois had not been informed of the arrival 
of her accomplices ; thcfe trials being ma- 
naged more according to the will of the 
judges than any particular law, though tijere 
were certain punifliments ordained for the 
various crimes likely to come under the cog- 
nizance of fuch tribunals. Indeed, the final 
judgment was generally referred to the Pope; 
but this was a mere matter of form, becaufei 

except 
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except in very extraordinary cafe*, he made 
it a rule to confirm the fentence awarded by 
his reprefentativcs. . 

The whole bufinefs, as it has been before 
obfcrved, was conduced with the utmoft 
priyacy. The Cardinal and his two Suffra- 
gan Archbifliops were featcd as judges, at- 
isended by their fecretaries, and fevcral Ad- 
vocates or Civilians, who were, if required;^ 
to expound the law relative to the prifoners' 
offences. The gentlemen of the Oirmond 
femily, and Monvel, appeared as accufers, 
and were happy to find no one clfc was to be 
admitted. 

~' Father Benedift was firft brought in 3 — 
he had not been told why he was cited 
to anfwer for his conduct before the Pope's 
Vicegerent, but eafily gueffed how he had 
fallen under the dilpleafure of his Holinefs 
when he perceived. Clement, Meredith, and 
Monvel, and heard the former recite why he 
had entered. the Abbey of St. Mary, and 
what had pafTed between him and the Father 

previous 
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previous to his cfcape ; why he had brought 
him on to Geneva, &c. 

Meredith and Monvel next told their 
ftory. The prifoner was then ordered to 
enter upon his defence, as even, (hould he 
chufe to plead guilty, and throw himfelf upon 
the mercy of the Court, he muft confefs why 
Lord Ellefmere was inveigled into the Con- 
vdnty and for what purpofe. 

The Friar, with great apparent humility, 
informed the Cardinal that a lady, calling herfclf 
the Baronefs de Grand-Pre, had intereftcd 
him in her behalf by a very fpecious tale, by 
which it appeared (be had been greatly duped 
by a fortune-hunter of the name of Daven- 
port, from whom (lie wiflicd to obtain a fc- 
paration (having acknowledged he was her 
hulband) without applying to the laws of her 
country; lie had therefore, in compliance 
with her wi(hes, endeavoured to perfuade 
Lord Ellefmere to fign a deed of that import, 
but lolemnly denied having had any other 

vicwsj 
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views, or any intention to retain him in the 
Abbey, The Father alfo faid, that a 
gentlemanlike man attended on the part 
of Madame de Grand-Pre, to identify 
his iLord (hip's perfon, and wicnefs the deed, 
in cafe the Earl was agreeable to fign it. To 
oblige him, he had denied having feen the 
Earl (looking at Meredith and Monvel), to 
thofe two gentlemen; but again folemnly 
prorefted he hajd no intention to enforce 
Madame de Grand-Pre's wifhes by any un- 
lawful means. 



" Of that we fhall be a better judge," ob- 
ftrved the Vice Legate, " when we have 
heard what your accomplices chufe to fay in 
their defence. Your denying having feen 
this Nobleman, merely to oblige his enemies, 
for fuch you muft fuppofe this lady and gen-^ 
tleman were, is alone fufficient to condemn 
you, let your intentions have been ever fo 
innocent; but you will perhaps be more 
, aware of the extent of your crifne when I 

inform 
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inform you that the lady who bribed you to 
perform fo principal a part in her vile plot, was 
not Madame de Grand-Pre : it is therefore 
evident you made no enquiries into her ftoryj 
' her gold rendered you blindly fubfervient to 
her views. But let us hear what the Abbels 
has to fay for herfelf " 

This lady declared her ignorance of the 
whole tranlaftion : — flie had only been in- 
formed that a gentleman would enquire for her 
on fuch a day, whom fhe was to refer to die 
ConfeiTor. 

" You only connived at this iniquitous 
plan then, it fliouldfeem/' faid the Cardinal, 
*^ other wile you would have been tempted to 
enquire why this ftranger could not have ap- 
plied to the Confeffor without firft alking for 
you : a prudent perfon would not even have 
afforded the fanftion of their name to deceive 
' any body ; but bring in the prmcipal in this 
well-laid plant" 

Madame 
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Madame Dubois was now led into the 
hall, and inunediitcly recognized by the 
Friar and Abbefs for the perfon who had en- 
gaged them in her intereft under the name of 
Baronefs dc Grand- Pre^ 

The Cardinal, in an appropriate fpecch,. 
Lirged her to be fincere, iffhe wilhed toefcapc 
being put to the rack. It was evident, he 
(aid, file had deceived Father Benedift and the 
Lady Abbefs ; but this by no means excul- , 
pated them, who had, at all events, connived 
It her villany. An open confeffion might 
[avc her life — an obftinate denial would force 
lim to order her to be put to the queftion : 
[he had therefore only to decide ; the profe- 
cutors were inclined to fhew her all the lenity 
:n their power, and fhe would do well to 
:hrow herfelf upon their mercy. — Complete- 
ly intimidated, and dreading the torture, the 
mifcrablc wretch fell upon her knees, and 
:onfefled (he had forged the letter which had 
irawn Lord Ellefmere to Chamberry,* in con- 
:€rt with the Abbefs and Confeflbr, whom 
* VOL. IV. N Ihe 
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fhe had bribed very high to perform their 
refpeftive parts ; and that, had his Lordfliip 
proved refradlory, he was to have been con- 
fined for life, or made away with, as bcft 
fuited their purpofe : her wifli to prevent 
his enforcing his claims to his wife's fortune 
had led her and Dubois to form this plan. 
She faid that they had deceived the Friar re- 
fpefting his Lordfliip's rank and fortune, who 
had, in revenge, dabbed her hufband, who 
now lay dangeroufly ill, in the moft treache- 
rous mai.ner; recounting where they had met, 
and what pretence the Friar had made ufc of 
to jdraw him on one fide, to perpetrate the 
horrid deed. She was therefore certain he 
would not have fcrupled murdering Lord 
Ellcfmere, could he no otherwife have fc- 
cured his own fafety. 

The Friar retorted with the utmoft bittcr- 
nefs, declaring fhe wiflied his Lordfhip to 
have been made away with at once, and that 
it was he who propofed the matter being 
compromifed by his figning the deed of fe- 

paration. 
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paration, and denied having feen her huf- 
.band at the time fhe mentioned. 

The AbbeTs agrteed with the Confeflbf, 
and both endeavoured to affix all the guilt on 
Madame Dubois, who, in her turn, feemed 
hardly to care how much Ihe criminated her-. 
lelf) fo fhe was but the^ means of inrreafirig 
the punlfhment of her accomplices. 

The Cardinal put a flop to the torrent of 
abufe they vented againft each other, 
by afluring them he confidcfred them all 
equally guiky, and fhould therefore pafs f^n- 
tence accordingly, referring ic to the Pope 
either toincreafeor mitigate their punifli'- 
ment ; certain, he obferved, that he would ei- 
ther confirm his decifion, or order them to be 
treated with ftill more feverity. It, was there- 
fore decreed that Madame Dubois (hould; 
remain a clofe prifonerTor life. T he Abbefs, 
who, ic might be prefumed, had been influ- 
enced by the Friar, was only to be di- 
. vetted of her prefent rank, and jremovcd to- 

N 2 a more 
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a more drift Convent. As for Father Be- 

• 

nedift, he was to be reftrifted from ever 
more confeflSng, or faying Mafs, and was to 
be confined for fix months in a dungeon, 
there to live upon bread and water, previous 
to his removal to a Convent of force, or 
prifon for fuch of the members of the 
Church who fell under its cenfure, as there 
was no appeal ; and any figns of contumacy 
would only increafe the rigour of their Judge. 

The prifbners were obliged to declare 
themfelves much indebted to the Cardinal's 
lenity, who remanded them all back to pri- 
fon till the Pope's pleafure was known, prc- 
vioufly afking Madame Dubois, by the Mar- 
quis's defire, whether fhe had alfo been 
privy to the attempt to murder Lord EUef- 
mere near Grand-Pre ? — Her looks faid. Yes, 
while fhe faltered out. No -, and was therefore 
difmifTed with the other prilbners, the Car- 
dinal only ordering, in addition to her fen- 
tence, that fhe fhould be debarred the tiie of 
pen and ink.. 

Lord 
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Lord Ormond returned his finccre thanks 
to the Cardinal for the trouble he had taken, 
and rewarded aU the inferior Members of 
the Court fo niuch to their fatisfeftion, 
that they all declared the Friar ought ta 
have been broke upon the whed, and the 
women hanged, had they done them ftrift 
juftice. The Marquis was, however, much 
better pleafed that they had time allowed 
them for repentance, and foon returned with 
the other gentlemen, to communicate the re- 
fiilt of the bufmefs to Lady Ormond, with 
whom they found Clata, who rejoiced that 
the Abbefs and Friar would, in their turn, 
fttl the punifhment they had fo often endea- 
voured to kiflift. Relpedting Du&ois, it 
was agreed he ihould remain in ignorance of 
the late occurrences till MonveFs return into 
Switzerland, who, conjointly with Meredith, 
was to fettle every thing relative to Ma- 
dame de Grand-Pre's affairs ; the Mar- 
quis and Marchionefs being very averfe 
to Clement's being of the party, as he had 
come abroad purpofely to enjoy the fine cli- 

N 3 mate 
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mate of Provence, and ieemed already to 
have received benefit from the genial warmth 
of their mild winters. Befidcs, if the Du- 
bois's were innocent of the attempt to aflaf- 
finate him (which. terrified them whenever 
it came acrofs their minds), he had ftill ene- 
mies in that part of Europe who were not 
lefs to be dreaded. — Clement thought there 
did not admit of a doubt as ^o whom were the 
perpetrators of that deed. Madame Dubois's 
countenance was a fufficient indication .of her 
guilt ', and except them and Lord Clancaftlc, 
who could be benefited by his death ? and as, 
in this cafe, he perfcftly exculpated the latter, 
upon whom but the Dubois's could bis fuipi- 
cions Fall ? 

" They are doubtlels guilty," cried Mere- 
dith, " and I truft Monvel and myfelf fliall 
bring the villain to a confeflion j but ftill I 
think you had better remain at Avignon j 
Lord, and Lady Ormond will be much 
eafiers it will be more beneficial to your 

healthj 
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health, and I can "do all your bufmefs nearly 
as well as if you were prcfent.'* 

** Believe me, Meredith," he replied, 

# 

** ! need no great perfuafion to remain where 
I am. My father's advice ought, in this 
cafe, to regulate my conduft, and you muft 
tnake my compliments acceptable to Mp. 
and Mifs Maynard, whom you will neccflarily 
vifit when fo near them. As for Dubois, you 
muft aft according to circumttahccs j there 
is only prefumptive proof of his guilt. If he 
is feally in a dangerous way, he may be in- 
clined to confefs his crime 5 and, at all events, 
the lofs of his income, attended with fuch 
difhonourable circumftanccs, Vill prove a 
■fufRcient puniftiment." — The Marquis 
thought he ought to be made an example 
oiP if his guilt could be proved ; though he 
Agreed a voluntary confeflion of his crime 
'Would entitle him to fome lenity. 

As Clement meant to dilpofe of the 
Caftle and adjacent lands, hitherto fuppofc^^i} 
be the property of the Dubois's, he aflted 

N 4 Monvtl 
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Monvel to become the purchafer at a price 
much below their real value, wiftiing to make 
him handfome amends for the trouble he had 
taken, and the zeal he had expreffcd to ferve 
him. The Steward was fenfible of his motive, 
gratefully accepted his kind offer, and was, ia 
confequence, put in pbfTeflion of the title-deeds. 

Having received every order Clement 
thought it neceflary to give, the day but one 
following the trial was fixed upon for their de- 
parture. During this interval. Lord Git- 
villc's anfwer arrived, which was eyen more 
favourable than the Marchioneis had hoped; 
as he acknowledged himfelf highly obliged 
to Lady Ormond for affording his daughter 
her countenance after fhe had taken a ftcp , 
his fifter's abfurd foreign notions had ren- 
dered abfolutely neceflary ; declaring, it 
never had been his intention that any thing 
but perfuafion fhould have been ufcd to 
jnduce her to give her hand to her coufin^ and 
that not to be perfifted in, if fhe continued 

averfe 
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averfe to the match. — Havmg therefore de- 
termined never more to put it in Madame 
^e Vcrmont*s power to terrify her into com- 
pliance, he was exceffively happy Lady 
Ormond fo kindly offered to take her under 
her proteftion during his ftay at Madrid, 
and only hoped Ihe^ would render herfelf 
defcrving of fo diftinguifhed a favour, 
'as, while fhe conformed to her Lady- 
• Ifhip's advice and wifhes, fhe might be furc 
of meeting with his approbation. He warmly 
congratulated that lady and the Marquis upon 
the reftoration of their fon, and artfully in- 
troduced the favourable opinion he once en- 
tertained of Mr. Davenport i concluding 
by delegating all the power he held over 
his daughter to the Marchionefs of Ormond, 
without whofe advice and confent. he de- 
clared he Ihould never liften to any propofals 
fimilar to thofe of Madame de Vermont, 
whiOh he was forry had caufed Lady Augufta 
fo much uneafinefs ; and repeated nearly the 
feme fentimeqts in a letter he inclofed for 
herfelf^ who declared Ihe was. the happiefl 

N 5 of 
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of all human beings after fhe had read 
it. Indeed, independent of her regard 
for Clement, {he entertained the higheft re- 
fpeft and efteeni for Lady Ormond, with 
whom ftie was tete-a-tete when the letters 
arrived, and who feemed, and really was, 
nearly as happy as herfelf. Her father's let- 
ter was fliewn to the Marquis, who congra- 
tulated the Marchionels upon having made 
fo agreeable an addiriv-m to their family, de- 
claring hirrifclf much flattered by Lord .Grc- 
ville's kind acquiefcence with their requcft, 

Clement alfo expreffed his pleafure ; ob- 
ferving that he ought in juftice to write to the 
Pope in Father Benedift's .behalf, as he had 
been the ukimate occafion of Lady Augufta 
Cameron's putting herfelf under his mothers 
proteftion. To find her continuance in the^ 
family met Lord Ellefrnere's approbation, 
increafcd her Ladyfhip's felicity \ and Clara, 
wl»o foon learned the news, procefted their 
good genius had led them to the Monaftcry 
of St. Mary, but by no means approved of 

attempting 
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attempting to obtain a mitigation of Father 
Benedift's fentence,, who, though he had very 
unintentionally contributed to their happi*. 
4)efs, had no doubt occafioned many poor 
fouls mifery. 

^ On the morning that Meredith and Monvel 
.were preparing for their departure, while 
. the baggage was putting on the former's 
carriage, a cabriolet, drawn by poft-horfes, 
ftnd followed by feveral attendants, drove into 
the court. 

Lady Aiigufta, who was {landing rieir 
^Clement at one of the windows> called'out, 
^' My aunt and coufin !" invohintarily catch- 
ing hold of his arm for fupporc. 

; He entreated her not to alarm herfclf, and 
to remember fhe was now, by her father's 
^onfent, under his father and mother's pro- 
teiSion. The Marchionefs approached, and 
requeftcd hc^r to retire into the adjoining draw- 
ing-room, faying fhe would rcceiy^JVIadame 
. "- ■ . k6 ^"^^'/-M- 
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de Vermont Grateful for what (he confidered 
as a fort of reprieve, though (he was certsun 
her aunt would not now attempt to force her 
from her prefcnt abode, fhe fuflPered Cle- 
ment to lead her into the next apartment, and 
to place her in a chair near one of the win- 
dows, which he opened, by way of reviving 
her fpirits, and, in the moft foothing term^ 
befought her to compofe herfelf. 

" I am pofitively afhamed of my own folly, 
my Lord,'* faid fhe ; "I aii) fenfible I have 
nothing ferious to dread from this vifit of my 
aunt's, but I have fuch an unconquerable 
diflike to my coufin. I may be wrong, 
but '' 

^^ In that cafe I muft alfo plead guilty, 
and with far more reafon," interrupted 
Clement j " for though I have never fcen 
the Baron Corzola, I diflike his very 
name. He muft be as devoid of Ipiric 
as he has (hewn he is of delicacy, to continue 
to perfecute you with addreflcs you evidently 
never encouraged. Had I been equally pre- 
fumptuous, I Ihoulji probably have given 

3 you 
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you rcafon to wonder at the afiurance of 
Clement Davenport. The obloquy of my 
birth condemned me to filence ; and though 
that is removed, I am fenfible I (hall ftill give 
you realbn to confidcr me perhaps as deficient 
in point of delicacy as the gentleman I have 
been condemning ; for hov^ dare I ofitr my- 
Iclf to the acceptance of any woman, and par- 
ticularly to one who knows .my firft wife 
found me, it fhould appear, unworthy of her 
regard ? Yet there is but one woman whofe 
fevour I would deign to folicit j need I add, 
if Lady Augufta Cameron forbids my apply- 
ing to Lord Greville, I will never alter my 
prefent condition ?'* 

« 

Perhaps our readers may be able to gueft 
-what reply her Ladyfhip made to this unex- 
pefted declaration. Her looks, however, 
were far more eloquent than her words ; and 
Clement was foon convinced he might ftill 
be happy. He would not have difclofcd his 
intentions thus abrupdy, if he had not thought 
it ungenerous to keep fo amiable a girl in 

fulpcnfe. 
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fufpenfe, acquainted as he was with her fch- 
timents in his^ favour ; and after he had de- 
termined to propofe himfelf to her accept- 
ance, her unaffected terror upon the arrival 
of her aunt and coufin had afforded him 
fo favourable an opportunity, he could 
not fuficr it to efcapc him, and felt the grcatcft 
plcafure in the certain conviftion that he had 
rendered Lady Augufta as happy as he was 
himfelf when Madame de Grand-Pre ac- 
cepted his hand. They had both forgot 
who had given rife to their iete-a-tetey when 
the Marchionefs joined them, to inform* Lady 
Augufta that the Countefs was going, and 
flie therefore thought fhe had better fee hifr 
before fhe went, left that lady fhould fuppofc 
Ihe abfented herfelf by her advice. 

Lady Augufta, whofe fear had given way 
to far more pleafurable fenfations, readily 
agreed to the propofal; and only enquired how 
her aunt feemed to have taken her having 
cfcaped from the Convent. 

" Why, 
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*^ Why, not very patiently/' replied the 
Marchionefs, with a fmile; " though fhe 
has not an idea that my fon was the companion 
of your flight, dill (he knows you met at 
Geneva. However, fhe acquiefces perforce 
in Lard Greville's determination, yet con- 
ceives hcrfelf to have been very ill-treated 
by us both ; — but let us join her, as I have no 
mfti to detain her.** 

4 

I 

% 

They, immediately did fo. — The Countefs 
wilhed to have been coolly farcaftic, but paf- 
fion rendered her abfolutely rude. Hereon- 
duft, flie faid, m.uft have been grclsly mif- 
reprefented to her brother: however, (lie 
fhould .take care to clear the matter up 
to him; and (he thought it ftrange in- 
deed if fhe was not at liberty to place his 
daughter in a Convent for 4 few months, 
without being confidered as tyrannical and 
felf-intercfted. Who would pretend to fay 
her fon did not do his coufin an honour by 
feeking her alliance ? . rlowever,, ihe would 
renounce him for her child, If he thought of 
iier after the imprudence (he had committed, 
6 The 
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The Marchionefs made her no anfwer, but 
continued ftanding, by way of hinting her 
wifhes for her departure, and the Marquis 
obfcrved all thefe were points flie had much 
better difcufs with Lord Greville ; he had, at 
their requeft, placed I-ady Augufta under his 
and the MarcKionefs*s proteftion, and till he 
reclaimed her at their hands, they fbould 
confider her as their daughter, and fhould un- 
doubtedly not be tempted to delegate thdr 
power to any third perfon. 

The Countcfs hoped they would con- 
fider her niece as their daughter ia^thc 
real fenfe of the wordi and Ihe pre- 
fumed fuch were their intentions. — She 
. then made a general curtfey, and taking 
her fon's arm, Clement followed them down 
Hairs, and, with provoking fangfroidy wiflied 
her Ladylhip a pleafant journey back to Ver- 
mont, affuring her he meant, fhould he be 
fortunate enough to obtain Lady Augufla*s 
and Lord Grcville's confent, to make her 
Lord and Lady Ormond's daughter y in pur- 
fuance of her judicious advice. Without 

deigning 
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deigning to anfwer him, fhe got into her 
cabriolet, and ordered the ppftillions to return 
to Bedaride, as Ihe would not ftay a moment 
longer at Avignon. 

Lord EUefmere bowed to the Baron, and 
returned up ftairs, to communicate her final 
Tcfolution to Lady Augulta.. The Mar- 
chionefs thought it a very prudent one ; and 
Meredith declared he rejoiced rn the idea of 
travelling, as he probably fhould fome part 
of the way, in the fuite of fb amiable a lady, 
*^ She is in no need of a protedtor," obferved 
Clement, '* or ypu might have offered your 
fcrvices /* while Lady Augufta openly re- 
joiced atherfether's anfwer having arrived 
previous to her aunt's vifit. 

'^ We would not have parted with your 
I^yfliip, you may reft affured,'* laid Cle* 
mentji " till we had heard from Lord Gre- 
ville, had the Countels even demanded you 
in the name of her Sovereign/' 

" You fay very right, my dear Clement," 
obferved the Marquis ^ " but I am, never- 

thefefs^ 
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thclefs, like Lady Augufta, very happy wc 
were properly empowered to retain fo agree- 
able a companion." 

She curtfied her thanks to both father and 
fon, and then joined the reft of the party in 
wilhing Meredith and Monvel a good jour- 
ney, who foon followed the di(appointed 
Counrefs and her amiable fon ; though this 
was an appellation no one but herfelf ever 
beftowed upon the Baron Corzola. , ^ 

To fay Lord and Lady Orraond liftened 
with pleafure to their fon's cjetermination in fa- 
vour of Lady Augufta,,is very ^intly expreff- 
ing their fentimcnts on the occafion. To 
fee him happily married was their chief^ al- 
moft their only wifh : their fcnfations there- 
fore nearly amounted to rapture when he 
rcquefted the Marquis would folicit Lord 
Grevilie's permifiion in proper form, as he 
had no wifti his addreffes Ihould have a clan- 
deftine appearance ; he had had enough of 
romantic myfterics, therefore chofc to pro- 
ceed this time in the ufual routine. 

The 



The good old man loft no time in execut- 
ing his commifilon. Mifs Belville and Clara 
lincerely rejoiced in their beloved friend's 
happy profpefts, whom they faw every 
day either at home or at Lord Ormond's, 
where Sir Jeremy alfo fpent great part of his 
time, becaufc, not fpeaking the language, he 
was lefs partial to French fociety than Lady 
Manfcl, whom he, nptwithftanding, always 
accompanied into public. Indeed Lady 
-Orrhond, and her daughter elcft, wereofa}! 
their parties i and Sir Jeremy's fortune pro- 
jCured him fo much relpeft, that he allowed 
the French were not fuch fools as he had 
ititheru) thought them. 
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CHAP. XI. 

vJPON their arrival at Geneva, Meredich 
and Monvel proceeded to the two Bftnken 
who held the remains of the Baronefs's ttadf 
money. — She had informed Monvc! what fbt 
had drawn out of their hands, to iatisQr Lord 
Harold's rapacity. He was therefore rathct 
furprifed to find five thoufand pounds had 
been drawn for over and above the films fhe 
had mentioned ; but his ailoniihment cealcd 
upon learning it had been paid to the Eail 
of Harold himfelf, who had prefentcd a draft: 
of the Baronefs's of that amount, three days 
after he left Avignon. It was certainly of a 
prior date to the difcovery ; ftill he was, 
hardly juftifiahle in having made ufc of it^. 
Meredith thought, while Monvel cKd not 

hefitate 
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bcfitate to pronounce it a forgery, becaufe 
the Baroncfs would certainly have told him 
had Lord Harold held a draft of fueh value, 
which it would have been cafy to have fore- 

! fcen he would have immediately converted 
into cafh ; not to mention her having drawn 
only the week before for a very - large fum, 
which that Nobleman had alfo made free with. 
There was, however, no remedy ; and all 
that remained for them to do^ was to tranfmit 

, the reft of the money to England, according 
to Clcment'5 orders. They then proceeded 
to Rolles, to vifit the miferable invalid. — Mr. 
Monvel's name gained them immediate ad- 
mittance. Dubois was up, and Icatcd in a 

. large arm chair ; but fo much altered, that 
.neither of the gentlemen would have known 
him again, had they (ten him any where but 
in his own houfe. The fight of Meredith 
greatly increafcd the peevilhnefe of temper 
his lingering and painful confinement had 
brought on ; he dreaded he hardly kriew 
what from the appearance of this intruder, 
but entreated them to be feated. 

Monvel 
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Monvel faid he was forry to lee him 
look fo indifferent, and was afraid the 
intelligence he had to communicate was 
not of a nature to accelerate his cure ; 
but poflibly he had heard that Father Benc- 
difl: was in cuflody, and that he had im- 
peached Madame Dubois ? — Had he had 
lufficient command of his .countenance, the 
invalid would have afFefted not to under- 
ftand him, and he did ftammer out he was at 
a lofs to guefs his meaning. Monvcl was 
more explicit, taking up his narrative from 
the moment Lord EUefmere difcoVcred his 
wife in the Countefs of Harold, and bring- 
ing it down to the condemnation of Madame 
Dubois, and thus proceeded : — ^^ That lady 
has alfo given Lord Ormond to underftand 
you were the perfon who difcharged a gun 
or piftol at his fon upon the road to Grahd- 
Prc, with intent to murder him. In confi- 
deration of your deplorable condition, the 
Marquis has not yet applied to the Senate of 
Berne to have you taken into cuftody, and 
has dclired me to inform you, if you chufc to 
make an open confeffion, he may be tempted 

to 
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to fufFcr you (little as you deferve fuch 
mercy) to die in your bed. So what fay 
you, Mr. -Dubois — are you inclined to take 
advantage of his lenity ?*' 

The fick man fwore he was, not tobe fo 
€a(ily duped as his wife feemed to have been; 
nor had he any thing to reproach himfelf with, 
admitting her to have pleaded guilty. He was 
never before at any certainty that the Ba- 
ronefs dc Grand-Pre was married : when 
fhe gave her hand to Lord Harold, he knew 
nothing of her having a child, and thought 
fhe had made over the income he had hither- 
to enjoyed, to his wife for hfe. He had been 
the dupe of both, he found ; and as for pre- 
tending to fay he had wifhcd to murder Lord 
EUefmere, what, did he fuppofe, he (hould 
gain by that Nobleman's death ? What did it 
matter to him whether he or Lord Harol'd 
enjoyed the Baronefs's fortune I To oblige 
that lady, as he fuppofed, for fo his wife made 
him believe, he attended at the Convent 
of St. Mary, to identify Lord EUcfmere's 

pcrfon^ 
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pcrfon ; but as to what paflcd between him 
and the Monk, he was totally ignorant; — the 
Friar certainly did waylay him upon his return 
from Chamberry, wifhing to extort fomc 
money from him^ and upon his rejeft- 
ing his demands, had ftabbed him twice; 
but he defied the moft prejudiced judges 
in Europe to confider him as guilty." 

" Well, Sir, I (hall let. Lord Ormond 
know what has paffed between us," replied 
Monvel ; " and will inform you of his final 
decifion in a Ihort time.'* 

"And you may alfo tell his Lordfliip," 
faid the invalid, " I fhall make proper en- 
quiries upon what proofs my wife was con- 
viftcd." 

" I Ihall not fail. Sir," retorted Monvel 5 
" only remember that I expeft the Grand- 
Prc family plate to be delivered up when 
I fend or call for it." 

Dubois made no anfwer, and the gentlemen 
left the houfe, obfcrving that' this Ipecious 
couple might well delude the unfortunate 

Baronefs ; 
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Baronefs 5 and as there was no abfolute proof 

that the Wretched being had ftiot L6rd EUef- 

mere, they fuppofed they muflfufFcr him to 

!, ; linger out a miferable exiftence, delpifed and 

"; Jliunned by all the friends of his prolperity. 

Meredith had agreed to take up his abode 
at Monvel's ; thither therefore they drove 
when they reached Laufanne, and were in- 
formed, by that gentleman's fitter, that Mr. 
Maynard. had fent twice the day bpfore, and 
once that morning, to know if he was re - 
• turned. She underftood from the fervant that 
that gentleman had not been very well, and 
wifhed to fee him upon bufinefs of import- 
ance. — He would ride over in the. morning, 
he faid. Meredith agreed 'to accompany 
him, having almoft come to a refolurion to 
confider Lady Lucy only as the niece of 
Lord Ormond, and in confequence to offer 
her his hand. Yet perhaps the humbled Peer 
would rcjeft him, in hopes of forming an alli- 
ance with his nephe-Wi but he would not furely 
be fo infatuated ; — he fiiould fee what fort of a 
VOL. IV, • o ■ reception 
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reception he gave him, and decide accord* 
ingly. 

After an early breakfafl:, the gentlemen 
fet out ; a clear froft rendered it very plea- 
fantj and their difcourfe naturally turned upoa 
the perfon they were going to vifit, 

Meredith obferved, he might now be in- 
formed why Lord Ellefmere had vifited 
Grand-Pre, and the rcfult of his connexion 
with the late owner of the Caftle. — Both 

# 

Lord Ormond and Clement had charged him 
with letters to Mr. Maynard, which muft 
convince that gentleman he had ftriftly kept 
his fccret ; and as he probably wifhed for a 
reconciliation with the Marquis and Mar- 
chioneis, he might think his late behaviour 
to Lord Ellefmere might pave the way for 
fuch an event, and, in due courfc of time, 
lead to the accomplifhment of his more am* 
bitious projeft* 

Thefe refleftions having oocafioned x 
paufc in their difcourfe, by way of renewing 

the 
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tlie converfarion, Monvel obferved they 
were in fight of the fpot where Lord EUef- 
me/e had met with his accident. Meredith 
taifed his eyes, and almoft at the fame mo- 
ment obferved a peafant^ on the other fide of 
the hedge wiping and examining a gun, by 
Svhat he could difcover. Inftantly (topping 
iiis horfe, he pointed him out to Mon- 
vel ; but before cither could Ipeak, the 
countryman, advancing nearer the hedge, 
faid, " Don't you think this was an odd place 
^ to keep fire arms in, gentlemen: not two 
minutes fince, in breaking the ice, I raked 
this gun out of this pond." 

" Hand it me over,'* faid Meredith. 

'^ Whata ftrange circumftance ! " cried the 
Steward, the lame fufpicion occurring to his 
mind which had induced his companion to 
flop his horfe ; " but take no notice," he 
proceeded ; " it will occafion a general alarm, 
and anfwer no one good end.** 

Meredith, who was anxioufly examining 
the piece, took the hint, while Monvel told 

2 the 
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the peafant, whom he knew, that he would 
have the gun properly cleaned ; and if it turned 
out to be worth any money, he might depend 
upon receiving the full value, giving him a 
crown as an earneft of his intentions. The 
peafant required no more from a gentleman 
he knew was reputed for his generofity. The 
travellers purfued their route, forming va- 
rious conjeftures refpefting this adventure. 
The barrel of the fowling-piece was very 
fhort, and they both thought there was every 
reafon to fuppofe it had wounded the Earl.--- 
The lock was in the fame flate as when dif- 
charged, and it had moft probably been 
thrown away the moment the deed was done. 

*' If we can but prove it to have been the 
property of the vile Dubois," faid Me- 
redith, " we fhall be able to convidhim.** 
Moft probably," replied Monvel -, — 
but we muft proceed cautioufly ; for the 
fcoundrel will certainly, ill as he is, endea- 
vour to cfcape if he fulpefts we are in pof- 
feflion of fo ftrong a proof of his guilt.'* 

Before 
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Before they had fettled their plan, they 
reached the Caftle, and called repeatedly in the 
ftable yard without being able to make any 
of the fervanti hear. The doors, however, 
being unlocked, they led their horfes in, and 
walked towards the houfe. The hall dool* - 
was open ; ftill no one appeared. 

^^ If we had not feen horfcs in the ftable,** 
laid Meredidi, " I fhouldhave been tempted 
to believe the Caftle wasdeferted." 

'^ We fhall find fpmebody in the ufual 
fitting room, I dare fay,'* replied Mcnvel, 
knocking at the door of that apartment.' — 
No one anfwered j he therefore opened the 
door at the very moment Mifs Maynard, 
frowned -in tears, entered by one nearly 
oppofite. 

*VMr. Meredith," fhe exclaimed, in the 
accent of furprife, ^^ how rejoiced I am ta fee 
you ! — My father,, my poor father- " 

Tears choaked her utterance. Meredith, 
very much afFe6ted,prefuming the Admiral was 

03 no 
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no more, tried to footh her into compofiire^;^ 
and proceeded to tell her he was but that 
moment arrived, requefting fhe would re- 
member fhe had ftill near and dear relations, 
who entertained the greateft regard for her. 

" I know my aunt is all goodncfs,** flic^ 
replied ; " but do fee how my father is> my 
dear friend ; — he has been very indifferent for 
the lafl two or three days, always inclining to- 
doze, and at times hardly fenfible ; but thb 
morning, foon a^'cer we had begun htezkb&x 
juft as i was mentally rejoicing at his appa- 
rent vifible amendment, his cup fell out of 
his hand, and before I could ring for any af- 
iiftance, he dropped from his chair in.anapo- 
pledlic fit. At the time I thought him gone 
for ever. The fervants carried him into the 
room my coufin occupied ; but I fear he never 
will recover. Pray go to him, and give proper 
orders ; I could not flay in the room. The 
fervants are very anxious to recover him>, 

but I am afraid are very unfkilful.'* 

Meredith 
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Meredith promifed to fee him^ immcdi- 
itely, advifing her to retire to her own apart- 
nent, and endeavour to compofe her fpiritSy 
linting the neceffity of fummoning her for- 
itude to her afliftance, fhould the worft 
[he dreaded come ta pafs, and holding out 
several powerful motives of conlblation. — The 
ibothings of a beloved objedt are generally 
irery efficacious in any diftrefss and Lady 
Lucy Killarney retired far more refigned^ 
5*om the certainty that every method, at all 
ikely to prove conducive to her father's re- 
:ovcry, would be tried by her favourite 
irdufin, whom fhe continued to prefer to the 
nacre elegant, and certainly more interefting 
Lord EUefmere ; but her heart was in Me- 
redith's pofleffion before flie had (ten the 
Earl, and he was, befides, a molt amiable 
pung man, and the friend of her^ childhood. 

While fhe was endeavouring to fubmit 
with refignation to thofe decrees no one can 
neverfe, Meredith and Monvel haftened into 
the room where they were informed' they 

o 4 ihould 
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Ihould find the Admiral, wha was extended 
upon the bed, and now prefentcd a moft 
frightful fpeftacle, his features being dread- 
fully diftorted. Meredith enquired what had 
been done to recover him, and gave fcveral 
orders. The invalid was perfeftly infenfiblc, 
and remained fo till the arrival of the fur- 
geon, when he was plentifully blooded, and 
fo far recovered his recoUeftion, as to know 
thofe about him, and prefs Meredith's hand^ 
who never^quittcd his bed-fide from the time 
he entered the room. A phyfician, whom 
Monvel had fent for, pronounced him in im- 
minent danger ; neverthelefs he exerted allhts 
ikill to reftore him to his fenfes, but in vaia^ 
for between nine and ten that evening a fc- 
cond fit carried him off. He had not been 
able to articulate a word from the moment he • 
was firft taken, confequently could give no 
direftions. 

Meredith obferved to Monvel it was. to 
be hoped there was a will, and undertook to 
brc^k the melancholy tidings to Lady Lucy, 

whom 
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whom he joined in her dreffing-room for that 
. purpofey leaving Monvel to give the neceflary 
immediate orders among the houfehold, and 
to fend word home that they fhould fpend the 
night at the Caftle.— As he expefted, her 
' Ladyfhip's afffiflion was extreme ; and as he 
thought ill-timed confolation more likely 
toincreafe than mitigate hergrief, he left her 
to indulge her tears, after hoping he ftiould 
find her more compofedin the morning, in* 
rforming her of his intention to fpend the 
night at the Caftle. He then joined Mon- 
yel, to whom, having had proofs of his dif- 
cretion,'he now thought it neceflary to reveal 
whoq;! his late tenant was ; becaufe, if he had 
not left a will, it would be expedient to fend 
for Lord Ormond, or receive his orders how 
to proceed both with refpeft to the deceafcd 
and his furviving daughter. 

Meredith made as light as pofTible of the 
principal event in Lord Clancaftle's life as 
could be done confiftent with veracity, which, 
like that Nobleman,, he chieflv attributed to 

o 5 Gwillim^ 
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GwIUim^ and affured Monvel Lady Lucy 
would find a father in the Marquis^ and 
a mofl: tender mother in the Marchionefs of 
Ormond. — Then it would be mofl: adviieable, 
the Steward thought, that flie ihould be fcnt 
^immediately to Avignon ; his fitter ihould 
attend her thither, and one of Meredith's fcr- 
vants would prove a fufiicient efcort j — ^fhc 
would certainly be happier qnder Lady Or- 
mond's care, and there did not ieem 2 
chance of that lady's objcfting to their jJan. 
Meredith had intended to have made the fame 
propofal to her, he faid j and it would be nc- 
ceflaryto confult her before they came to 
any decifion. That (he would meet with a 
mod cordial reception from every branch of 
the Ormond family did not admit of a doubt; 
and he felt particularly happy he had arrived 
jTo very a-proposy as fhe would have found it 
very awkward to have confuked with Mr. 
Monvel, as ftie might have been averle to 
mentioning what certainly call an odium upon 
her father's memory. 

The 



The next morning they made earfy en- 
quiries rcfpefting Mifs Maynard's health,, 
ti ho returned her thanks for their politenefs,^ 
requeuing they would breakfaft tete-a^t/te,. 
promifirtg^to join them foon after in the li- 
brary, where her father had informed her he- 
had depofited his will aqiong other papersr> 
af confcquence, which ftie prefumed ought; 
to be immediately infpefted, as Ihe knew he 
had made Mr. Meredith his fole exetutor ; 
who obferved, he fuppofed he had taken this 
precaution to preferve his fecret, which muft 
have been difcovered, had he appointed 
Monvel. 

About eleven o'clock Lady Lucy cam^ 
down ftairs j and though unable to reftrain 
her -tears upon Meredith's firft addrefi, flie 
was foon fufliciently compofed to proceed to 
bulinefs. — Left ftie might confider it as a 
breach of confidence, though it was merely a 
proper reliance upon Monvel's honour, it had 
been agreed he (hould appear to continue in 
ignorance of her late father's rank, except ihe 

o 6 wiflied 
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wifhed It to be made known to him* The 
willj and all the other papers^ were found in 
his bureau : his daughter he of cour/e made 
his heirefs, conftituting Meredith the guar- 
dian of her fortune^ Lady Ormond that of 
her perfon^ and had encloied a letter to his 
daughter, defiring her to make herfelf known 
to Monvcl, who, he was convinced, would 
fee her fafe under her godmother's care, and 
alfb that he was decently put into the 
ground. She referred the tafk to Meredith, 
who, in a very few words, repeated what he had 
told. the Steward the preceding night, whofe 
reflections were judicious and appropriate, all 
tending to footh the afflifted daughter, and 
palliate the father's crime; concluding by 
affuring her his fifter would accompany her 
to Avignon at her own time. Meredith 
propofed dilpatchingaii immediate exprefs to 
Lord EUefmere, who would break the me- 
lancholy news to his father and mother, and 
apprize them of Lady Lucy's arrivaL 
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. ^^ I am fenfible I can be of no fervice 
here/' faid flie ^ ^' ftill dare I hope my kind 
aunt will receive me ?'* 

*^ Acquainted as you muij be with Lady 
Ormond's difpofition. Lady Lucy, in ad- 
dition to which you will recoUeft that her 
fon is now reftored to her embraces, can 
fuch a doubt find entrance into your mind ? 
How often have I been tempted to reveal the 
fecret chance made me matter of, when I 
have heard her, with tears in her eyes, de- 
plore her ignorance of your refidence !" 

" I will fet out as foon as it fuits »Ma- 
demoifelle Monvel to begin our journey, Mr. 
Meredith. I long as much to fee my god- 
mother and my beft of uncles, as they can do 
to fee me. I hope my coufin is quite re- 
covered. Have you ever been able to dif* 
cover the perpetrators of the horrid attempt 
which fo nearly coft him his life ?" 

Meredith gave her a fliort detail of Lord 
Ellefinere's adventures, and the punilhment of 

his 
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his enemies, the Dubois's — not omitting the 
recent difcovery of the gun, which they 
hoped would convift the hufband, who cer- 
tainly deferved no mercy. She was of the 
fame opinion ; and after dinner, accompanied 
the gentlemen to Laufanne, who took all the 
papers of any confequence with them, and 
left proper orders with the fervants till they 
returned to the Caftle, which they propofcd 
doing in the courfe of a couple of days. 

As foon as they reached Mr. Monvel's^ 
Meredith fat down to write an account of 
every thing that had occurred fince their fe- 
paration, to Lord EJIefmere, of courfe men- 
tioning who Mr. and Mifs Maynard really 
were ^ and enclofed a ftiort note from Lady 
Lucy to the Marchionefs in his voluminous 
packet. She was to fet off the next dajj^ but 
one, and he prefumed fome part of the family 
would meet berat Montelimart. Hediipatch- 
cd his letter exprefs, and then, in concert with 
Monvcl, gave every neceflary order for 

3 the 
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the Admirars funeral, which, as he particu- 
larly defircd to be buried in Switzerland^ 
could not be very fumptuous, owing to the 
laws of the Republic. The rufly gun had 
not been forgotten, and was ordered to be 
thoroughly fcowered Toon after their return^ 
when it ilhderwent a more minute exami- 
nation. 

^^ It was made by a near neighbour of 
mine," faid Monvel,. having read the name 
upon the lock. — ^* Perhaps he will recoiled 
to whom he fold it/' 

To this perfon therefore they immediately 
proceeded, carrying the gun for his infpec- 
tion. The maker inftantly recognized it; 
and turning to his books, told them the very 
day on which he had fold it> which agreed 
with that on which Clement had been 
wounded, but could not lay to -whom, till 
one of his fhopmen reminded him he had cad 
three balls for the purchafer, who had bought 

a pair 
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a pair of piftols at the fame time, and had 
told them they were for a French Officer, 

« True/' faid the matter ; « I rccoUeft 
the circumftance, and think I fhould know 
the gentle-nan again, though, to my know- 
ledge, I never faw him before," dcfcribing 
minutely the figure of Dubois. 

^^ We (hould not have been fo particular 
in our enquiries," faid Monvel, unwilling to 
excite his curiofity ; *^ only the gun, having 
been offered me for fale at a very low price, 
I thought it had been ftolen." 

The mafter was fatisfied with this expla- 
nation ; and the gentlemen returned home, 
debating whether they ought not to have the 
vile Dubois taken into immediate cuffiody.— • 
At laft they refolved to accompany the ladies 
to RoUes, as they were anxious to let Lord 
Ormond's mind at eafc refpefting who had 
attempted to murder his fon. Not that there 
remained the fhadow of a doubt as to who 
was the villain ; ftill if he could be brought 
to confefs his guilt, it v/ould be more fatisfac* 

tory. 
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tory. Meredith further propofed their firffi. 
vifiting the lurgeon who attended the wound- 
ed man ; and if he, pronounced him out of 
danger, applying, without lofs of time, to 
the Senate of Berne to have him inftantly 
lecured. If, on the contrary, he entertained 
no hopes of his life, they might as well fuffer 
him to die where he was, as to give them- 
fclves any further trouble, admitting he ac- 
knowledged his guilt, gave up the plate, and 
conformed^ in^ every other refpcdt, to their 
>vi(hcs. 

Lady Lucy - was made acquainted with 
their determination, and was not the leaft 
anxious to have the guilt abfolutely affixed on 
Dubois, as fhe could not help dreading Lord 
and Lady Ormond entertained fufpicions 
fimilar to thofe Meredith had avowed whea 
they fo unexpeftedly met after the Earl's 
accident. In confecjuence of this hafly plan> 
they proceeded all together to Rolles, .and 
leaving the ladies at the inn, walked to the 
furgeon's, .having eafily learned who attended 

Dubois^ 
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Dubois, who, they were informed, was re* 
ported to be dying, which the medical gen- 
tleman confirmed ; obferving, he had never 
entertained any hopes of his* recovery, and 
fome fecret forrow, which evidently preyed " 
upon his mind, greatly increafed his difbrder : 
he therefore could not fuppofe, according to 
prefent appearances, he would furvivc the 
week. From die furgeon's they proceeded 
to his patient, having called for the gun as 
they pafled the inn. They were informed,, 
in confequence of his general orders, to be 
denied to every body, that Mr. Dubois was 
too ill to fee company. Monvel therefore 
wrote a ftiort note, dating, if he was refufed 
admittance, he muft, however unwillingly, 
ftate his reafons for wifhing to fee Mr. Du- 
bois to the Bailli, or chief Magiftrate of the 
town, who would doubdefs procure bim the 
defired interview. 

After an interval of a few minutes^ the- 
gentlemen were introduced. The fight of 
Meredith^ to appearance armed,,, rendered 

the 
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the invalid fpeechlefs ; though, having pre* 
pared himfelf for the vifit, he foon produced 
a piftol, which had been concealed in the 
bed, and was able to ftammer out, " Lay 
down your arms, Sir, or take tjhe conlequence 
of your obftinacy/' 

" You have nothing to fear from my 
blunderbufs, Mr. Dubois,*' he replied^ 
*' though I am not to be intimidated ^ven 
by the threats of fuch a profefled murderer. 
There,*' f prefenting him the gun), *^ pleale 
to examine it ; you will find it is not loaded y 
and I can take upon myfelf to fay, that the 
laft time it was difcharged, you drew the 



trigger." 



^' Me, Sir ! '* cried the trembling, terrified 
wretch, throwing it from him,. ^^ I never faw 
it before :. what is it you mean ?" 
» *^ Simply that it was found in a pond not 
above a hundred yards from the fpot where 
you attempted to murder Lord EUefmere, 
and that you purcbafcd it not two hours be- 
fore of the maker at Laufanne, for fevcnty- 
five livrcs,. and had alfo three balls caft, to 

make 
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make an immediate trial of your IkilL Bat 
not to dwell upon the fubjeft, the gentleman 
who fold it you, offers to fwcar to your 
perfon.'* 

Meredith was prevented fi-om proceedij^ 
by the miferable being endeavouring to put 
an end to his exiftence with the piftol he ftiil 
held. Monvel was, however, fortunate 
enough to knock it out of his hand as he 
was in the a6b of raiftngit to his head ; telling 
him if he would but confefs his guilty they 
would fuffer him to die in his bed^ and even 
conceal his crime. 

Finding he* had no alternative, he com* 
plied with their wifhes, and entered iiito a long 
detail the reader is already acquainted with, 
as well as with the motives which made him 
fctk the EarFs life — imploring their pity 
when he concluded, and offering to give up the 
plate, and every other article,which, conjointly 
wjdi his wife, he had extorted from the Ba- 
roneis de Giand-Prc. Meredith now made 
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Tio fcruple to promife he (hould be permitted 
to die unmolefted, and was not aftonilhed to 
hear he didnot furvive the next day. 

Lady Lucy /and Mademoilelle Monvel pur- 
fued their journey to Avignon, and were met, 
as Meredith had forefeen, at Montelimart, by 
the Marchioneis, Clement, and Lady Augufta, 
whofe kind reception almoft made her forget 
the melancholy occafion of her journey^ and 
a few week's perfectly reconciled her to the 
lofs of a father, which even duty , could not 
always make her eftcem. 

During this time, a fecond letter from 
Lord Greville cortipleted the felicity of the 
Ormond family ; and Meredith, having en- 
tirely finiflied the bufinefs which carried him 
into Switzerland, returned to participate in 
their happinefs, and to fulfil every wi(h Lady 
Lucy Killarney had ever ventured to form. 
Suffice it to fay, at the expiration of a proper 
time, the two friends were united to their rc- 
ipedlivc miftrc^s i and thajLjClemcnt, re- 

ftorcd 
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ftored to health, reafon, and happincfs, did 
not inherit the Ormond title till his venerable 
and excellent father had rejoiced at the birth 
of two grandfons, and another granddaughter, 
not to mention two grand-nephews j and then 
funk to eternal reft, confcious that his fon and 
•daughter would confole the afflifted Mar- 
chionefi for the only ferious misfortune fhc 
experienced from the moment her fon pre- 
'fented his hand to Lady Augufla Cameron, 



*F I N I S. 



